
/ŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜ 
aŀǊŎƘ нлнм 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pahor.de/ 
 
 
Antiquariat DaǑa Pahor GbR 
Alexander Johnson, Ph.D. & DaǑa Pahor, Ph.D. 
 
Jakob-Klar-Str. 12 
Germany - 80796 München 
+49 89 27 37 23 52 
www.pahor.de 
antiquariat@pahor.de 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

https://pahor.de/
mailto:antiquariat@pahor.de


!ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
 

 

 

- We offer worldwide free shipping. 

- We cover the customs fees, provide all the paperwork and deal with the customs. We send outside the 

EU daily and we are used to taking over the control of exporting and importing. 

- For all the manuscripts, ordered from outside the EU, please give us approximately 10 days to deal 

with the additional paperwork. 

- We offer a 20% institutional discount.  

- We offer original researches and high resolution scans of our maps and prints, which we are happy to 

forward to the buyers and researchers on request. 

- For any questions, please e-mail us at: antiquariat@pahor.de. 

Stay safe, 

Daġa & Alex 

 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS IN THE TIME OF COVID -19: 

We continue working from our offices in an uninterrupted fashion and are available for all questions and 

orders per e-mail and telephone. 

We ship orders daily per Fedex free of charge, as usually. Most deliveries have proceeded normally, 

however there are sometimes delays of a few days to some parcels. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE FOR THE INSTITUTIONS AND CLIENTS, WHO CAN NOT RECEIVE 

PARCELS AT THE MOMENT:  

We would be happy to take your orders even if you can not receive mail or process the invoices at the 

moment. We will reserve the items for you and forward the parcels with the invoices once your 

institution reopens.  
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[MATBAA -I ASKERIYE (OTTOMAN MILITARY PRESS) ]. 

пЂ йГтϽ϶ йуϠϽЊ  

[Map of Serbia]. 

[Istanbul: Matbaa-i Askeriye (Ottoman Military Press)], 1293 (1877). 

Lithograph with original outline hand watercolour, mounted upon original linen (Good, some 

conspicuous staining to far left-hand side and some light foxing far right-hand side, some wear along old 

folds and tear entering image from left-had side with a tiny chip of loss in blank area), 57 x 82 cm (22.5 

x 32 inches). 

 

A seemingly unrecorded large format, separately issued of the Principality of Serbia, 

made for field use by the Ottoman Army during the SerbianïTurkish Wars of 1876-8, 

during which Serbia attained its full independence from the Sublime Porte (but only after 

an intense struggle), seemingly derived from an Ottoman manuscript, the map showcases 

a highly sophisticated knowledge of the transportation routes into and throughout Serbia, 

ideal for guiding military movement, almost certainly published in Istanbul by the 

Matbaa-i Askeriye (Ottoman Military Press). 

 

The Principality of Serbia, as depicted upon the present map, was from the 1830s until 1878, an 

autonomous tributary state of the Ottoman Empire.  The precursor to modern Serbia, it notably 

controlled only the territory that makes up the midriff, or central third, of todayôs state.  Buoyed by the 

rise of the national óAwakeningsô that were then sweeping the Balkans, as well as promises of Russian  



 



support, during the SerbianïTurkish Wars of 1876 ï 1878 the country liberated itself from centuries of 

Ottoman rule. 

Up to the war, decent maps of Serbia were not publicly available, as the county had never been 

systematically surveyed, as least not in a comprehensive manner.  However, many Ottoman officers had 

extensive experience crossing Serbia in recent years, and the present map seems to be predicated upon 

an, as yet, unidentified, but very high-quality manuscript map of the country, likely made by an Ottoman 

army surveyor or engineer with a superb knowledge of Serbiaôs major transportation routes. 

The map depicts the entire territory of the Principality of Serbia, showing it northern borders to run 

along the Sava and Danube rivers, with its capital, Belgrade located at the confluence of the two rivers, 

along the border with óAustria Hungaryô (today the Vojvodina region of Serbia), which is outlined in 

pink watercolour.   From there the country reaches south in a roughly semicircular shape, with its 

boundaries with the Ottoman lands coloured in green; the Vilayet of Bosna (Bosnia), is labelled to the 

west, while the Vilayet of Tuna (Danube), today in northern Bulgaria, is noted to the south-east.  

As described in the legend, to the right of the title, the map employs symbols to identify fortified 

cities/towns, other major towns, villages, rivers and streams of various kinds, as well as post roads and 

secondary routes.  The map is planometrically impressively accurate for the time, and its precise 

delineation of all the major transportation routes, as well as the careful labelling every settlements of any 

kind, renders the map highly valuable to any Ottoman commander leading his army to fight the Serbs.  

While the map does not detail the outlines of hills or areas of elevation, this omission has the benefit of 

making the map clearer and easier to use.  Indeed, the map mounted upon linen, with folds, and a line of 

old stains, possesses the aura befitting a field piece used during the heat of the campaign.   

Despite the almost 500 year-long Ottoman presence in Serbia, there are surprisingly few surviving 

Ottoman maps of the country, and the present map is by far and away the most accurate Ottoman map of 

Serbia published to the time of which we are aware.  

While the map does not feature any imprint, or the authorôs name, it was almost certainly published in 

Istanbul by the Matbaa-i Askeriye (Ottoman Military Press), which had responsibility for printing the 

great majority of the maps used by the army.  Indeed, given the present mapôs clear purpose as a 

strategic military aid, the Matbaa-i Askeriye would be one of the only parties both interested and capable 

of making such a map at the time.  The fact that the map is of a somewhat óhomemadeô style is indicative 

of the fact that before the 1880s the Matbaa-i Askeriye had not settled upon a óhouse styleô for their 

works, and often left map production to the personal tastes of the lithographer.  In this sense, in addition 

to being practically useful, the map is a charming example of an Ottoman map printed before official 

map printers in Istanbul implemented a European-influenced standardization for form and style. 

The present map is seemingly unrecorded.  Having searched all relevant databases, we cannot trace any 

reference, let alone the locations of any other examples. 

 

The SerbianïTurkish Wars  of 1876 - 1878: Serbia is Finally Liberated from the Sublime Porte  

The Serbians are a Slavic Orthodox Christian people who during the Middle Ages controlled a large 

independent state in the Western Balkans.  However, like most of their neighbours, their country fell to 

the Ottomans, who surged out of Anatolia, conquering Serbia in stages from 1389 to 1521.   

The nature of Ottoman rule varied over the centuries and is still a matter of controversy amongst 

historians.  While the Ottomans certainly made the Serbs second class citizens in their own country, they 

still allowed them to retain their culture and religion, while the economy, especially in Belgrade, 

flourished.  The Serbs understandably always longed to overthrow the Ottomans, but for centuries the 

Sultanôs armies were far too powerful, and any inkling of rebelliousness was brutally crushed.  While the 

Serbs briefly gained their local autonomy, from 1718 to 1739, when the Austrian Habsburgs conquered 

central Serbia, the Ottomans soon returned with a vengeance.  

In the early 19th century, the Serbs finally got the opportunity they desired.  The Napoleonic Wars and 

palace intrigue in Istanbul has plunged the Sublime Porte into turmoil, and the Serbs saw their moment 

to strike.  The Serbian Revolution (1804-17) was an on-and-off armed struggle to overthrow Ottoman 

rule that lasted until 1817, when both sides were exhausted and agreed to a ceasefire.  Under the terms, 

the lands of the Ottoman Pashalik of Belgrade (comprising most of the Serbian lands on the present map) 

were to become autonomous, yet remaining a part of the Ottoman Empire, to be ruled on the local level 

by the Obrenoviĺ family, which had led the Serbian cause during the latter stages of the rebellion.  While 

called the Principality of Serbia, the new entityôs status remained ambiguous for some years, while 

tensions were kept in check by the fact the neither side wanted to resume hostilities.  

Finally, Sultan Abdulmejid I signed the Hatt-i Sharif  of 1830, in which he formally recognized the 

Principality of Serbia as an autonomous state within the Ottoman Empire, ruled by the Obrenoviĺ clan as 

its hereditary princes.  In 1833, Serbiaôs borders were extended to the limits reflected upon the present 

map.  

While the Serbs had control of their day-to-day affairs, they still had to host Ottoman troops on their soil 

and pay an annual tribute to the Sultan.  Over the coming decades, Serbia, like many other Balkan 

countries under Ottoman rule (Montenegro, Bulgaria, Romania), experienced a óNational Awakeningô, 

which saw renewed cultural awareness and a drive towards self-determination.  Serbiaôs separatist 

ambitions were actively encouraged and supported by their óbig brotherô country Russia, the Sublime 

Porteôs longtime arch-nemesis, which only added fuel to the fire.  Serbia proceeded to make several 

moves to gain more control over its affairs, while receiving pushback from the Ottomans.  A key event 

occurred in 1867, when the Ottomans agreed to leave their last permanent military post in Serbia, at the 

Belgrade Citadel.  

In the mid-1870s, in what became known as the óGreat Eastern Crisisô, the Sublime Porte descend into 

turmoil, that was to result in the bankruptcy of its treasury, the overthrow and murder of a sultan, and a 

brief experiment with democracy.  The Ottoman high command was thus constantly distracted and slow 

to respond to events.   

Ethnic Serbs in Bosna and Hercegovina mounted the Herzegovina Uprising (1875-7), which inspired the 

Principality of Serbia to openly rebel against Ottoman suzerainty, in what became known as the Serbianï

Turkish Wars of 1876 ï 1878.  This conflict had two distinct stages, or wars.   

During the first stage, which lasted from June 30, 1876 to February 28, 1877, the ill-equipped and 

underprepared Serbia army rashly challenged the Ottoman forces in the region, led by the wily General 

Abdul Karim, leading 40,000 well-trained troops.  While the Serbs fought bravely, they were hopelessly 

outmatched, and once the Ottomans looked to overrun the country, the Serbs appealed to the 

international powers to pressure the Sublime Porte to come to the table.  The Serbs were very lucky to 

gain the terms of status quo ante bellum at the peace talks, as the first war had been a near death 

experience.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatt-i_Sharif


However, everything in the Balkans changed upon the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish War (April 24, 

1877 ï March 3, 1878), during which Russia and their Balkan allies throttled the Ottomans (they would 

eventually come close to taking Istanbul before international pressure forced them to stand down!).  The 

Sublime Porte was in no position to fight a multi-faceted conflict and neglected the Serbian theatre.  The 

Serbians renewed hostilities on December 13,  1877, and with significant Russian military assistance, 

managed to defeat the Ottomans, driving them out of southeastern Serbia, taking Niġ and Vranje.   

The Berlin Conference (1878) that ended the wars in the Balkans granted the Principality of Serbia its 

full independence from the Ottoman Empire, with expanded boundaries, reflecting its conquests in the 

southeast.  

In 882, the Principality was elevated to become the Kingdom of Serbia, still ruled by the Obrenoviĺ 

family.  Serbia preserved its independence and entered the industrial-railway era, yet experienced great 

political instability.  Notably, in 1903, the Obrenoviĺ clan was overthrown in bloody coup, to be 

replaced on the throne by their ancient rivals, the KaraĽorĽeviĺ family.  

During the First Balkan War (1912-3), Serbia entered an alliance with Greece, Bulgaria and Montenegro, 

which succeeded in nearly driving the Ottomans from all of their European lands.  In the postwar 

settlement, Serbiaôs boundaries were vastly expanded to the south, embracing all of Kosovo and 

Macedonia.  In the wake of World War I, Serbia became the dominant component of the new Kingdom 

of Yugoslavia, leaving Belgrade in charge of a great state that covered much of the western Balkans.  

Despite the fact that the Ottomans have not ruled any part of Serbia in over a century, the legacy of their 

long presence survives in elements of the culture, food, language and architecture.  

 

References: N / A ï Map seemingly unrecorded. 

 

2.200 EUR 
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CEYLON SURVEY DEPARTMENT. / William  Samuel MADDAMS (1877 - 1958). 

Survey Department Motor Map of Ceylon. 

Columbo: Survey Department, February 1936. 

Colour print, mounted upon original linen, folding, with printed pastedown panels to verso (Very Good, 

some wear and light toning along old folds), 92.5 x 69.5 cm (36.5 x 27.5 inches). 

 

An attractive, separately issued large format road map of Ceylon (Sri Lanka), capturing 

the islandôs dramatic topography, and its entire transportation system, augmented by 22 

insets of Ceylonôs major cities and towns, compiled by William Samuel Maddams, an 

experienced cartographer working for the Ceylon Survey Department, published in 

Columbo.  

 

This large and attractive map embraces all of Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and carefully delineates its entire 

transportation network.  The islandôs topography is precisely expressed based upon the latest official 

surveys, with elevations shown by altitude tints.  The legend, in the upper right, explains the symbols 

used to identify major motor roads, other motor roads, paths, ferries, railways, petrol stations, rest 

houses, hotels and telephone boxes; to either side are pictorial representations of óStandard Motor Traffic 

Signsô.  The text registers to the left-hand side of the composition list the locations of petrol depots, 

police stations with telegraph offices, rest houses and hotels, hospitals and pharmacies, circuit 

bungalows (rest houses for civil servants), railway stations with automobile rental offices, and climate 

data for many locations.  Of particular interest, the map features insets of the street plans of 22 of  



Ceylonôs most important cities and towns.  In sum, the map provides everything one needs to know 

about touring Ceylon during what were still relatively early days of the automotive era.   

The map was compiled by William Samuel Maddams (1877 - 1958), then Ceylonôs Assistant 

Superintendent of Surveys, an experienced cartographer who first learned surveying and draftsmanship 

while fighting in East Africa during World War I.  He subsequently spent many years engaged by the 

Ceylon Survey Department in Columbo, where he drafted many of the eraôs most important maps of the 

island.   

The present map is part of sequence of Motor Maps of Ceylon, issued by the Survey Department in 

regularly updated editions from 1918 to 1973.  The issues seem the have been made in two forms, as 

óeconomyô editions, printed in black and white, and deluxe editions, printed in colour and mounted upon 

linen (as here).  All issues from before the 1950s are rare; we can trace only a single institutional 

example of the present 1936 deluxe edition, held by the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin. 

 

References: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin: Kart. E 7495/52<1936> / OCLC: 1158397882. 

320 EUR 
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HEINRICH ñHenryò FERDINAND BLOCHMANN (1838 -1878).  

The First Geography and Atlas, Nine Maps by H. Blochmann, M.A., Late Principal, Calcutta 

Madrasah. 

Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press for the School-Book and Useful Knowledge Literature Society, 

1899. 

8° (18.x 13 cm): [2], 45 pp., plus 9 double-page maps interleaved throughout text, bound in original 

printed tan paper covers, contemporary ownerôs inscription to front cover (Very Good, internally clean 

with maps bright, just some light toning to title and covers).ò 

 

A seemingly unrecorded school atlas with original text by Henry Blochmann, the 

esteemed Orientalist and the Principal of the Calcutta Madrasa, illustrated with 9 maps 

printed by Baconôs Geographical Establishment of London, published from a manuscript 

21 years after Blochmannôs death, in Calcutta by the Baptist Mission Press ï a 

fascinating and unusual work of educational geography from Raj Era India.  

 

This seemingly unrecorded, and charming, little world atlas was made specifically to educate Indian 

grade school children, and features text written by Heinrich ñHenryò Ferdinand Blochmann, the principal 

of the Calcutta Madrasa, and a prominent orientalist.  The work was published in Calcutta by the Baptist 

Mission Press in 1899, 21 years after Blochmannôs death, and is seemingly based upon one of the many 

manuscripts that he left behind upon his sudden passing. 

The atlas text is very well composed and easy to follow and features an introductory section on world 

geography, along with detailed descriptions of each continent and their major countries, along with 

relevant political and geographical observations and statistics.  It also features a special section on India, 

to satisfy local interest. While the text seems to closely follow Blochmannôs original composition, in 

some places, the statistics have been updated (ex. the figure for Indiaôs population, being 287 million, 

follows the 1891 Census).  



  



While the text was printed in Calcutta, it is illustrated by 9 colour plates of maps printed in London by 

Baconôs Geographical Establishment.  The maps are: The World (double hemisphere, with diagrams of 

the major rivers and mountains); Asia; India; Europe; British Isles; Africa; North America; South 

America; and Oceania. 

The technical nature of the work, with its text printed in India but illustrated with plates printed in 

London, reveals an interesting element of contemporary Indian book production.  While it was then 

possible to print fine colour illustrations in India, it was generally still much cheaper to have such plates 

made in Britain, or Continental Europe, and imported to augment locally printed text.   

The present work is seemingly unrecorded; we cannot trace a mention of it anywhere, let alone the 

location of another example.  This is not so surprising, as the atlas would have been made in only a small 

print run, while classroom use and the damp tropical climate of Bengal would have ensured a low 

survival rate. 

Heinrich ñHenryò Ferdinand Blochmann (1838 -1878) was one of Indiaôs most prominent educators and 

scholars of the Persian language.  He was born in Dresden, Germany, the son of a printer, and studied 

oriental languages at the University of Leipzig.  Bored with life in Europe and attracted to the East, he 

joined the Anglo-Indian Army, being one of the few routes available to foreigners without connections 

to settle to India.   

After completing his tour of military service, in 1862, he became a teacher of mathematics and physics at 

Doveton College in Calcutta, while studying for his M.A. in oriental languages at the University of 

Calcutta (which he obtained in 1865).   

Blochmann came to the attention of Nassau Lees, the principal of the Calcutta Madrasa (today Aliah 

University), an elite school for Muslins founded in 1782 by Warren Hastings, the Governor-General of 

India.  In 1868, Blochmann joined the madrasaôs faculty, where he re-energized the institution, bringing 

a higher level of scholarship and introducing novel, innovative teaching methods.  He was appointed 

principal of the madrasa in 1873, at only the age of 35, an amazing achievement, especially for a 

foreigner. 

While fulfilling his day job, Blochmann also served as the Secretary of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 

one of the continentôs most esteemed scholarly clubs.  During the last decade of his life, he published 

numerous articles on the Persian language and literature, with most printed in the Societyôs journal.  

These translations and philological analyses are considered to be amongst the periodôs most impressive 

works of their kind and are still cited today by scholars.  Blochmann was also an authority on the 

historical geography of Bengal, writing numerous insightful articles on the subject. 

Sadly, as was the fate of many Europeans in India, Blochmann died suddenly and prematurely, at only 

the age of 39.  He left behind many manuscripts that he intended to publish, including, apparently, the 

text of the present work.  Many of these manuscripts were published by his colleagues in the years 

following, granting Blochmann a legacy that long outlived him.  

  

References: N / A ï Seemingly unrecorded. 
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[AFRIKA KORPS - 3RD RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION ]. 

Si. Abd el Gader - el Agheila / Maßst. 1:100 000.  

[Libya, near El Agheila area: Unidentified óMobile Map Detachmentô, just before March 24, 1941]. 

 

Off-set print in brown ink on tan-coloured paper (Very Good, some wear and tiny holes along old folds 

and some lights stains in upper margins and along some folds, some old paper patch restorations to 

verso), 90.5 x 109.5 cm (25.5 x 43 inches). 

 

A spectacular, unrecorded, large format map of the strategically critical El Agheila area, 

at the head of Libyaôs Gulf of Sirte, where the óDesert Foxô, General Erwin Rommelôs 

Afrika Korps commenced their first major offensive as part of óOperation Sonnenblumeô, 

their invasion of Cyrenaica, shockingly turning the conflict in North Africa against the 

Allies; the map marked as being for a óGeheime Kommandosacheô (Secret Commando 

Operation), was made for top secret use at Rommelôs HQ, in the immediate advance of 

the successful German commando raid upon El Agheila; the map was and based upon 

information gained at great risk by the Afrika Korpsô 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion, and 

was printed in the field, in the Libyan Desert, by a German Army óMobile Map 

Detachmentô ï an amazing, and almost certainly unique high-level artefact from a key 

event of the conflict in North Africa.  

  



  



While World War II in North Africa, known as the The Western Desert Campaign (1940-3), does not 

always possess the highest profile in popular memory, all contemporary stakeholders, as well as all of 

historians today, know it to have been of paramount importance.  The region featured Egypt, which 

included the Suez Canal, the lifeline of the British Empire, while also guarding the approaches to Italy, 

the soft underbelly of Axis-controlled Europe.  If the Germans ran the table in North Africa, Britain 

would likely be knocked out of the war, while if the Allies gained control, they would have a clear run to 

invade Axis-dominated Southern Europe.  

The British started the war with overwhelming advantages in numbers and firepower, while possessing 

strong positions in Egypt.  By the beginning of 1941, they not only easily beat back an attempted Italian 

invasion of Egypt but had conquered the eastern half of Italian Libya.   

Specifically relevant to the present map, in February 1941, the Allies had taken El Agheila (Al Uqaylah), 

a town at the southernmost point of the Libyan coast, that represented the strategic fulcrum of the 

country.  Possession of El Agheila gave an army a commanding advantage, allowed it to strike into 

Tripolitania, north-western Libya, or Cyrenaica, the north-east of the country.  It was no coincidence that 

every big thing in the Western Desert Campaign started and ended there! 

As was the case in other theatres, the Nazis had to step in to save their hapless Italian allies, in what was 

to be known as Operation Sonnenblume (Unternehmen Sonnenblume / Operation Sunflower, February 6 

ï May 25, 1941), the Axis reconquest of Libya.  However, upon the start of the operation, things did not 

look so good for the Germans, at least on paper, as the Allies had huge numerical and technical 

advantages in all categories, while having gained some offensive momentum.  The Wehrmacht, bogged 

down in Europe, could spare only limited resources to form the óAfrika Korpsô, their relatively small, but 

well-trained army in North Africa.   

However, the great equalizer was Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel (1891 - 1944), who would prove to 

be by far and away to best World War II German military commander and the only Nazi officer who is 

internationally esteemed ï even to the present day.  Hitler despised and feared Rommel, so decided to 

banish him to this far-away campaign, but as a consequence unwittingly made Rommel a hero. 

The Afrika Korps was almost always severely outnumbered but managed to inflict many shocking 

defeats upon the Allies, while suddenly appearing and disappearing into the hinterland, giving Rommel 

the nickname, the óDesert Foxô.  While the German designs in North Africa were ultimately 

unsuccessful, against all odds they gave the Allies a run for their money that is today the stuff of military 

legend.   

The Allied forces in North Africa were initially overconfident, and viewed the Afrika Korps as a mere 

nuisance, as opposed to an existential threat ï this was big mistake! 

Rommel, a master at reading his opposition, smelled blood, and after consolidating his control over 

western Libya, planned the offensive aspect of Operation Sonnenblume, a bold frontal invasion of 

Allied-held Cyrenaica, setting up an eventual drive into Egypt.  It was upon the eve of this phase that the 

present map entered the scene.    

In mid-March 1941, the ill-defined German-Allied lines were located to the west of El Agheila, along 

the shores of the Gulf of Sirte, at a point that roughly marked the border between Tripolitania and 

Cyrenaica.  Perhaps surprisingly, the British held El Agheila with only a small force.  While Rommel 

was confident that he could overcome any opposition in El Agheila, it was imperative that the town be 

taken quickly and cleanly.  This was not only due to its strategic importance but it was critical to the 

morale of the Afrika Korps that Operation Sonneblume started with a victorious bang, creating 

momentum.  

Rommel had a problem though.  The knowledge of the topography around El Agheila was not precise.  

Despite the fact that the Italians had occupied the area for 30 years, there were noticeable deficiencies, or 

ambiguities, in their maps.  This was no simple flat desert, but rather the land was punctuated by several 

highlands and wadis that posed barriers for Rommelôs tanks (and perhaps ideal for Allied-laid traps).  It 

was also imperative for the Germans to gain advanced knowledge of fresh water supplies in areas where 

such resources were scare.  It did not help that German aerial reconnaissance was quite limited by the 

presence of British anti-aircraft placements, while any knowledge gained from the local Bedouins was 

slim (as they despised the Axis Powers ï the Italians had run a brutal concentration camp at El Agheila 

that housed 10,000 Bedouins).  Much better geographic intelligence was required if Rommel was to be 

assured of quick and clean takedown of El Agheila.   

Members of the Afrika Korpsô Aufklärungsbataillon 3 (3rd Reconnaissance Battalion) were deployed to 

reconnoitre the dangerous óno manôs landô between the German and Allied lines.  As such, the present 

map embraces the area from the bridge at Abd el Kader, in the west and then all the way east to El 

Agheila, and from the shores to the óGran Sirteô (Gulf of Sirte), in the north, down to a point south, well 

into the desert.  The surveyors managed to gain a stellar overview of the countryside, noting all major 

details useful to guide military movement.  They returned to headquarters, where they submitted the 

reconnaissance sketches and notes to a Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung (Motorisiert), a German 

Army óMobile Survey and Map Detachmentô, which would have rapidly drafted and printed the map, 

before rushing it to Rommelôs HQ.  

The present map is, rather unusually, printed in brown ink on tan paper and shows the westward 

approaches to El Agheila crossing desert, along with wadis, highlands (represented as shaded areas), 

while noting all viable transport routes, water sources and conspicuous features upon the landscape.  The 

Zeichenerklärungô (Explanation of Symbols), in the lower-middle of the map, identifies the symbols 

used to mark: óIa-Strasseô (the main postroad running along the coast); ógut befahrbare Strasseô (good 

passable roads); óKaravanstrasse für Fahreuge geeingetô (Caravan routes suitable for vehicles); ónicht 

befahrbare wageô (routes not passable); óBrunnen od. Quelleô (wells or springs); óBrunnen mit 

Trinkwasserô (wells with potable water); óBrunnen mit salzhaltigem Wasserô (well with salty water); 

ótrockener Brunnenô (dry wells); óTalô (valley / wadi); óRuineô (ruins); ótrigononmetr. Punktô 

(trigonometric surveying point); óGrad o. muselm. Friedhofô (Muslim cemeteries); and óGetreidlagerô 

(grain stores). 

Importantly, in the upper right, the map is labelled óGeheime Kommandosacheô (Secret Commando 

Operation), noting both its highly classified nature and the fact that it was to be used by the Afrika Korps 

commandos who acted as the advance party during the German operations against El Agheila.   

On March 24, 1941, the Germans attacked El Agheila.  The small British garrison, seeing that they were 

outmatched, abandoned the fort, and withdrew eastwards, but carefully laid landmines so as to make 

Rommelôs further progress as unpleasant as possible.  

Yet, the Afrika Korps quick seizure of El Agheila, and the meek Allied response, proved to be just the 

morale boost that Rommel had hoped for.  Over the coming weeks, the Germans surged up through 

Cyrenaica, mowing down the positions of the overstretched Allied forces.  

The Germans pinned the Allies down at the Siege of El Tobruk (April 10 to November 27, 1941), in far 

western Libya.  The Allies were determined to hold the city, as its vital port would give Rommel a 



perfect supply base to for the conquest of Egypt.  The Allies managed to hold out for 241 days, before 

the siege was lifted by a relief force.   

The events at El Tobruk succeeded in negating Rommelôs momentum, and the Afrika Korps was bogged 

down in Cyrenaica, until they manged to score a decisive defeat upon the Allies at the Battle of Gazala 

(May 26 to June 21, 1942).  This opened the door to the German surge into Egypt, which placed the 

Allied HQ in Cairo in state of total panic.  

At the beginning of July 1942, Rommelôs forces arrived at El Alamein, Egypt, only a short distance east 

of Alexandria.  Everyone knew that if Alexandria were to be lost, the Allied positions across Egypt 

would fall like dominos.  There the two sides fought the fierce, nearly month-long First Battle of El 

Alamein (July 1-27, 1942), which ultimately proved inconclusive.   

In the wake of this showdown, the Allies tried, on numerous occasions, to destroy the Afrika Korps with 

superior numbers and firepower, but every time Rommel slipped way, like a desert fox, only to continue 

to threaten Alexandria.  However, by this time, Rommelôs supply lines had become dangerously 

overextended, while the Royal Navy and Air Force was intercepting many of the German supply 

convoys from Italy.  Rommel also came to face a truly worthy adversary for the first time, in the person 

of the new Allied commander in North Africa, General Bernard Montgomery 

At the Second Battle of El Alamein (October 23 to November 11, 1942) the Allies scored a decisive 

victory.  The Germans were henceforth on the run, heading westwards into Libya with the Allies in hot 

pursuit.  A powerful symbolic event occurred during the Battle of El Agheila (December 11-18, 1942), 

when the British forced the Afrika Korps to abandon the town and to retreat towards Tunisia ï events 

had gone full circle.  While Rommel escaped to fight another day, Germanyôs plans to conquer North 

Africa were in ruins.  Nevertheless, Rommelôs skill and tenacity in the face of overwhelming odds won 

him enduring admiration from friends and foes alike.  

North Africaôs profound strategic importance was proven when it was used by the Allies as a 

springboard to invade Italy, beginning in September 1943, so turning the war in Europe decisively 

against the Third Reich.  

 

The Present Map: Unrecorded 

The present map, is perhaps not surprisingly, unrecorded; we cannot trace a reference to it, let alone the 

location of another example.  The map was super top-secret and would have been printed in only a 

handful (probably less than 10) of examples.  Moreover, being of large format and fragile, the survival 

rate of the map would have been incredibly low.  It is most than likely that the present example is the 

only survivor.  

 

References: N/A ï Map seemingly unrecorded.  
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VERMESSUNGS- UND KARTEN -ABTEILUNG (MOT.) 608. [GERMAN ARMY - 

MOTORIZED SURVEYING & MAP DETACHMENT 608].  

Kiew / Befestigungskarte 1:50 000. / Stand 1.9.1941. 

[Ukraine, near Kiev:]  Vermessungs- Und Karten-Abteilung (Mot.) 608, September 1, 1941. 

Colour print, overlayed with additional red printing, with some contemporary manuscript additions in 

black crayon, some contemporary pencil sketches to verso (Good, some wear and toning along old folds, 

some staining along left neatline), 64 x 45 cm (25 x 17.5 inches). 

 

An exceedingly rare óSecretô Nazi map of Kiev and much of its environs, made during the 

height of the WWII Battle of Kiev (August-September 1941), whereby the Nazis captured 

the city after an epic month-long contest against the Red Army; predicated upon breaking 

intelligence supplied by Luftwaffe reconnaissance flights, the map is by far and away the 

most detailed and accurate map of much of the siege theatre, depicting innumerable 

Soviet defensive works, and serving as the óblueprintô used by German generals for 

capturing the city; the map, based on a Soviet template, was greatly augmented and 

printed near Kiev, in the battle zone, by a óMotorized Map Detachmentô of the German 

Army ï an incredible artefact used by top decision makers during one of the seminal 

events along the Eastern Front. 



Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 in what was known as Operation Barbarossa, a 

óBlitzkriegô (Lightening Warfare) campaign that sought to conquer all of the country west of the óA-A 

Lineô (the imagined meridian running from Archangel down to Astrakhan).  The Germans were highly 

confident as the same techniques of rapid, mechanized warfare had practically mowed down France the 

year before.  However, the Wehrmacht severely underestimated the extraordinary bravery and self-

sacrifice of the Red Army troops and the severity of the Russian climate.  The campaign resulted in 

several titanic battles involving hundreds of thousands of troops on each side, and while the Germans 

usually prevailed, they did so always at great cost, with each showdown delaying their progress 

eastwards and depleting their strength.  Meanwhile, the Soviets seemed to be able to transcend 

unimaginable loss and suffering without losing their resolve; the Nazis eventually learned the hard way 

that they could not do the same. 

The Battle of Kiev (August 23 - September 26, 1941), often called the First Battle of Kiev, so as not to 

confuse it with another showdown in 1943, was one the great events of Operation Barbarossa.  During 

the vicious month-long contest, the Wehrmacht encircled the Soviet Unionôs third most important city 

(which had a population of 930,000 in the city proper), capturing or destroying the entire Soviet 

Southwestern Front Army.  The battle has the distinction of being the largest encirclement (in terms of 

number of troops involved) in military history.  

To give an idea of the scope of the battle, the Germans dedicated 544,00 troops, consisting of 9 

armoured divisions (with a heavy emphasis on tanks) and 25 infantry divisions, to the contest, while the 

city was defended by an elaborate series of fortifications and a Red Army force that initially numbered 

627,000 men.  The Luftwaffe and the Germansô heavy artillery systematically pounded the strategic 

infrastructure and military locations within the city in an effort to soften up resistance, but this did not 

bear fruit, as the Soviets bravely resisted, rushing in more troops to replenish their strength.  However, 

the Wehrmacht pressed hard and managed to completely encircle Kiev while raising the tempo of their 

bombardment.  The Sovietsô situation was hopeless, and at the end of the battle the Germans captured 

452,700 Red Army troops and 2,642 Soviet artillery pieces, along with 64 tanks.  Beyond that, 

horrifically, the Red Army suffered around 700,000 casualties!   

The Battle of Kiev was a shocking defeat for the Soviets, and while certainly a great technical victory for 

the Germans, its effect upon the greater war remains debatable.  While the Germans suffered 61,000 

casualties and did not lose too much equipment, the month-long battle slowed the Wehrmachtôs progress 

towards the Volga River.  In fact, when the battle concluded, at the end of September, winter on the 

Steppes was nigh.  It would be argued that the Sovietôs tremendous sacrifice at Kiev did much to ensure 

that by the end of the 1941 campaign season, while Germany had conquered much of Ukraine and a 

good part of European Russia, it fell well short of its goals, failing to take Moscow or reach the 

Caucuses.   

During the 1942 campaign season, the Nazis pursued Case Blue, a high-risk/potentially high-reward 

strategy that aimed to seize the Baku Oil Fields.  However, as we all know today, this would end in their 

disastrous defeat at the Battle of Stalingrad (August 23 ï February 2, 1942), which hailed the beginning 

of the end of the Third Reich.  

 

The Present Map in Focus  

During World War II, the Wehrmacht operated arguably the best military cartography organization in the 

world.  The British forces rivaled it in many respects, yet the sophisticated precision by which the Nazis 

military cartographers could create peerless maps in the middle of active combat zones remains highly 

impressive, even by todayôs standards.  They perfected the interface between surveying, ground and 

aerial reconnaissance, draftsmanship, editing and printing, which operated in seamless, symbiotic 

manner. 

Although surprisingly not well researched, the German Armyôs Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung 

(Motorisiert), being their óMotorized Surveying and Map Detachmentsô, were responsible for especially 

impressive feats.  They were completely integrated units of surveyors, draftsman, photographers and 

printers, who traveled with all their equipment to the front lines in every theatre in which the Wehrmacht 

fought (on many occasions they traveled aboard special trains).  The Detachments were usually assigned 

to and followed the progress of specific army corps and their workshops could be instantly set up close 

to battle fronts, where new maps could be made, or existing maps updated, predicated upon fresh aerial 

reconnaissance and field intelligence.  In many cases, new maps could be generated within hours of fresh 

information arriving at their workshops, called óArmee-Kartenstelleô.   

During the invasion of the Soviet Union, the Nazis benefitted greatly for the fact that the exiting Soviet 

maps of the country were of exceedingly high quality.  Every inch of European Russia was mapped in 

large scale to precise standards of accuracy, and full sets of these maps had been acquired by the 

Wehrmacht long before the war.  However, while the Soviets maps correctly located all major 

topographic features, civilian infrastructure and the outlines of cities, etc., they intentionally omitted 

sensitive military information (which the Soviet high command usually added in manuscript to their own 

secret sets of maps). 

Illustrating the point, the present map employs a 1934 edition of a topographical sectional map of the 

Kiev region made by the óʋʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʚʦʝʥʥʳʭ ʪʦʧʦʛʨʘʬʦʚô (Military Topography Office).  The 

German cartographers copied the Soviet antecedent almost verbatim, preserving all the topographical 

details, infrastructure and urban aspects, along with almost all of the original Cyrillic text.  The Soviet 

template, which includes everything, save for the overprinting in red and the German translations of 

Russian toponymy, provides an excellent and accurate overview of the Kiev and its environs, to the 

north, east and south.  However, apart from some Czarist era bastions, the map does not show any of the 

innumerable military installations that protected the city. 

The base map for the present work was the Soviet Military Topography Officeôs sheet óM-36-50-Bô, and 

its scope embraces the center of the city of Kiev (with the old city, the Citadel and some of thew new 

neighbourhoods), its harbour on the Dnieper River, to the north, and its environs to the south and east 

(considered to be the cityôs weak underbelly ï relatively speaking).  

With this map in mind, the Motorized Surveying and Mapping Detachment 608, which was attached to 

the German Army Group South, dispatched especially trained reconnaissance agents (likely from the 

Koluft 6, or Reconnaissance Unit no. 6), to fly aboard high altitude Luftwaffe flights, taking numeorus 

photographs of the Kiev area.  The resulting films were then taken back to the Map Detachment 608ôs 

Kartenstelle, located near the local Wehrmacht HQ, where the photographs were developed, sized and 

fitted together to make a óbildplanskizzeô, or photographic map of the area.  The bildplanskizze would be 

carefully analyzed by expert eyes against the 1934 Soviet template. 

In creating the present map, the title of Befestigungskarte, roughly translates to óFortification Mapô.  The 

Map Detachment 608 added all of the information overprinted in red upon the map, with the date marked 

as óStand 1.19.1941ô (the information is current as of September 1, 1941, about a week into the month-

long German Siege of Kiev).  The óZeichenerklärung für Befestigungenô (Explanation of Fortification 

Symbols), identifies the numerous different types of Soviet defensive works, including forts, heavy 



artillery batteries, redoubts, tank barriers, minefields, flank towers, snipersô nets, wire fences, flare 

towers, bunkers, plane and balloon landing sites, etc.   

Specifically, the present map shows a vast array of defensive works, mostly of recent construction, that 

were meant to protect the city from the south and the east.  While the Wehrmacht had been able to 

reconnoiter the western approaches to Kiev for weeks, their ability to observe the eastward defenses 

was comparatively limited, being largely confined to a few recent reconnaissance flights (a risky 

business given the Soviet anti-aircraft guns). 

The map shows many elaborate defensive works imbedded within the inner city of Kiev proper and its 

Citadel, although the details are based upon partial information and educated guesses, as many sites are 

marked with ó?ô.   To the south Kiev is defended by thick rows of wire barriers and batteries, and then 

over to the east (just beyond the Dnieper), great anti-tank ditches protect Kiev from a frontal assault, 

although a precise depiction of these barriers is noted as being ónot viableô.  To the south of the city 

and crossing the Dnieper towards the northeast is a giant tunnel, marked with an ó?ô and noted as being 

óim bauô (under construction), which connects to rail lines, also labelled as being óim bauô.  Further 

north, many rail lines link up to a vast array of bunkers and munitions storage sites, etc., although not 

all of these facilities are precisely identified.  To the immediate north of the city, by the harbour 

(outlined in red), are a series of great fortifications, protected by formidable anti-tank barriers. 

Additionally, there are a couple of contemporarily manuscript lines, applied in black crayon, that run 

north-south to the southeast of Kiev; these may present some sort of intended German cordon militaire 

or attack lines. 

While the newly acquired intelligence, as added to the map by Detachment 608, contains many 

ambiguities, most of the information seems to be correct, or still leads one in the right direction, and 

would have be considered incredibly useful by the Wehrmacht high commander as the prepared to 

close the net on Kiev.  Indeed, no other known printed map provides this level of detail of Kievôs 

defensive perimeter in the area depicted.  

Given this, it is no surprise that the note in in the upper left corner of the map reads: óGeheim! éNur 

f¿r den Dienstgebrauch!ô (Secret! For official use only!), meaning that it was a top classified 

production reserved for use by only very senior, authorized Wehrmacht personnel.  The fine print 

below warns that unauthorized use was subject to strict penalties according to a 1934 law (in the Third 

Reich, it was usually good advice to heed such warnings!).   

Very few examples of the map would have been printed, and these would have been rushed out to the 

regional Wehrmacht high command.  Indeed, the present example was almost certainly consulted by 

generals, as they planned their next moved upon Kiev, making this map an important artefact from the 

heart of the action!  

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is extremely rare.  We can trace only a single institutional example, held by the 

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin.  Moreover, we are not aware of any sales records for other examples.  

 

References: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin: Kart. 1940. 
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Juan Mariano de URIARTE. 

Evolucion historico-geografica en el oriente del Perú. Mapa de la prefectura apostolica de San 

Francisco Solano del Ucayali con motiva de la exposicion vaticana universal de  misiones y el 

Centenario de Ayacucho. 

Lima: Abele Hermanos, 1924. 

 

Colour print with original varnish, mounted upon original linen, rolled (Very Good, especially for map 

of its format, varnish cracked and chipped away in many places, but underlying map in quite good 

condition, with some creasing and a tiny abrasion to upper register with no significant loss, some loss to 

blank lower margin and some short tears without loss to printed area), 126 x 87 cm (49.5 x 34 inches).  

 

An exceedingly rare and highly decorative wall map of the wild Ucayali region, eastern 

Peruôs Amazonian frontier, made by the missionary-cartographer Juan Mariano de 

Uriarte to chronicle the Franciscan Orderôs challenging nearly three century-long 

presence in a region inhabited by not always welcoming indigenous nations and covered 

by nearly impenetrable malarial rainforest; adorned with numerous fascinating vignettes 

showcasing the history of the cartography of Amazonian Peru, the local peoples, major 

events and portraits of leading missionaries; printed in Lima especially for the Vaticanôs 

1925 Universal Missionary Exhibition, as well as to celebrate the Centenary of the 

decisive battle in Peruôs War of Independence.  



This exceedingly rare and engaging wall map showcases the Ucayali region, a vast tract of the Amazon 

Basin, in Eastern Peru.   As the title declares, the mapôs purpose it to explore the óhistorical-geographical 

evolutionô of the region through the eyes of the Franciscan missionaries, who for almost three centuries 

had been a major factor in the regionôs development.  Specifically, the map charts the Roman Catholic 

Apostolic Prefecture of San Francisco Solano del Ucayali that covered the region, so named after 

Francisco Solano y Jiménez (1549 ï 1610), also known as Francis Solanus, a Spanish Franciscan who 

was the leading light of the faith in South America.   

The map was made as showpiece for the Ucayali Franciscan Orderôs display at the 1925 Vatican 

Universal Missionary Exhibition, a forum that sought to reinvigorate Roman Catholic proselytization in 

the wake of the horrors of World War I.  The map also celebrates the centenary of the Battle of 

Ayacucho (December 9, 1824), whereupon Peru effectively secured its independence from Spain.  The 

map was printed in Lima by the Abele Hermanos firm and is surely one of the most elaborate maps to 

have been printed in Peru during its era.  

The mapôs coverage extends from Lima, in the west, to the Brazilian Frontier, in the east, and from 

Ayacucho, in the south, up to Iquitos, in the north, but focusses upon the ecclesiastic prefecture, shaded 

in yellow, which overlays much of Peruôs Ucayali Department.  This vast land is largely dominated by 

the Amazon Basin, with the great Ucayali River (a major tributary of the Amazon) and it and 

headwaters, and is covered by dense rainforest.  Only the Gran Pajonal (Great Scrubland or Great 

Savanna), in the south, rises up along the foothills of the Andes.  In the 1920s, the prefecture was still a 

wild land, scarcely developed by European standards, with very few roads going in or out, only tiny 

fixed settlements and population of only 60,000 people.  Most of regionôs inhabitants were members of 

various native nations, whose territories are marked on the map in red lettering, including the Cunibos, 

Amahaucas, Sipibos, Casibos, Campas, Amuesas, Setebos, Capanhuas, Chamas, Cocamas and Piros.   

The óLeyendaô (Legend), one the left-hand side, explains the symbols used to locate current missions 

(red dots); destroyed or abandoned missions (red squares); former missions with the precise location 

unknown (red triangles); national, departmental and district capitals (black dots of graduated sizes); 

villages (small black dots); railways (checked red lines); and boundaries of the prefecture (crossed black 

lines).  It also notes the prefectureôs land area as being 190,000 km sq. (thus having a population density 

of less than 3 people per km sq.), with the map drafted to a scale of 1:1,000,000. 

The map shows that in the 1920s, the Franciscan missions were lightly distributed across the entire 

prefecture, while in former times there were vast óempiresô, or concentrations, of missions, especially in 

the Gran Pajonal, that were long ago swallowed up by the rainforests and scrub.  

Other notable details on the map proper include Pucallpa, the departmental capital; Ayachuco (near 

where the aforementioned battle occurred in 1824), and the óestacíon radiograpficaô (wireless station) at 

Masisea; the only means of fast communication in or out of the region.  In the southwest, the map also 

outlines the óColoniasô of Oxapampa and Puzuzo, attempts by criollo settlers to develop the foothills 

region near the Gran Pajonal.  

Surrounding the map proper are 14 portraits of current and former prefects of Ucayali Franciscans, as 

well as other important missionaries in the region.  Below the title is a large ovoid portrait of the 

incumbent President of Peru, Augusto Bernardino Leguía y Salcedo (1863 ï 1932), who served in office 

from 1908 to 1912 and from 1919 to 1930. 

Covering the margins of the map are 53 vignettes, including 22 maps (on the left side and bottom), 

which collectively form a pageant of the history of cartography of the Peruvian Amazon, with many rare 

works made over the centuries, mainly by missionaries.  The other  

31 vignettes are of paintings and photographs, including of major local historical events, native peoples, 

and church/mission facilities, etc. 

Juan Mariano de Uriarte, the author of the map, was a Franciscan padre posted for many years in the 

Ucayali region.  Up to the 1920s, the region, and indeed much of Amazonian Peru was imperfectly 

mapped, and Uriarte conducted many high-quality surveys that resulted in both important separately 

issued maps, as well as being integrated into the official cartography of Eastern Peru.  Examples of maps 

in his own name include the Plano Del Valle De Jauja y De Sus Montañas Orientales (1924) and the 

Plano del Valle del Mantaro (1924). 

 

The Franciscansô Struggle to Tame the Ucayali Region 

The Ucayali region, so named for the mighty, partly navigable river the runs through it, is one of the 

most remote regions of South America.  It could only be accessed, from Brazil, by traveling up the entire 

Amazon Basin, or by crossing the Andes from Lima (a much shorter, but still arduous journey).  

Covered in dense, malarial rainforest, the indigenous nations had adapted perfectly to their environment, 

and often resisted the encroachment of outsiders (they were excellent hunters and bush warriors).   

The first European to explore the Ucayali area, in 1557, was the conquistador Juan Salinas de Loyola, 

but he made no attempt to settle the region.  Yet, the Ucayali area was of great strategically concern, as it 

guarded Limaôs eastern flank from possible Portuguese encroachment, while the Roman Catholic Church 

was eager the Christianize its peoples.   

Due to logistical difficulties, it was almost a century before the Jesuits and their rivals, the Franciscans, 

established missions in the Ucayali region.  However, these early efforts proved fruitless as the locals 

showed no interest in Christianity and resented the missionariesô presence, while many of the padres fell 

grievously ill with malaria.  The Jesuits abandoned Ucayali in 1658, followed by the Franciscans in 

1668.   

Both the Jesuits and Franciscans made fitful returns the Ucayali region in the 18th century, but still found 

the going difficult for the same reasons.  The Jesuit Order was abolished in 1767, removing its presence, 

while the Franciscans struggled on, with the support of the Spanish crown.  

The Franciscan missions managed to gain some traction during the 19th Century, and eventually 

succeeded in converting and educating many of the native peoples, as well as establishing them in 

villages (as opposed to their previous hunter-semi-nomadic lifestyle).  While the environment was still 

challenging, the Franciscans managed to secure their permanent presence in the region.   

In 1908, the Vatican reorganized the churchôs administrative boundaries in the region, forming the 

apostolic prefecture of San Francisco Solano del Ucayali, as depicted on the present map.  Much greater 

resources were invested in the region, as new novices arrived and new missions established.  Unlike 

many other global Catholic missionary operations, which suffered terribly during World War I, the 

Francscans in Peru prospered.  

To reinvigorate missionary activities worldwide, the Vatican hosted the Universal Missionary Exhibition 

in 1925, where missionary communities all across the globe were invited to showcase their operations, 



sending delegations and presenting visual displays; the present map was surely the centrepiece of the 

Ucayali prefectureôs noble effort.  In part due to the success of the Ucayaliôs showing at the exhibition, 

later in 1925, the Vatican elevated the prefecture to become a vicarate, increasing its land area to 

213,000 km sq.  The mission prospered so much over the next three decades that, in 1956, the 

ecclesiastic jurisdiction was divided into three vicarates.  Today, the Franciscan churches, schools and 

charities play a major role in the daily lives of the people in the Ucayali Department. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The map is extremely rare; it would have been produced in only a very small print run, while its large 

size would have ensured a low survival rate.   We can trace only a single institutional example, held by 

the Royal Geographical Society (London), and are not aware of any sales records for any other 

examples. 

References: Royal Geographical Society (London): mr Peru Div.6; Jay Frederick LEHNERTZ, Lands of 

the Infidels: The Franciscans in the Central Montaña of Peru, 1709-1824, vol. 2 (Madison: University of 

Wisconsin, 1974), p. 485; ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, Supplement to the Geographical 

Journal, Recent Geographical Literature, Maps, and Photographs Added to the Society's Collection 

(1924), p. 261. 
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SURVEY OF PALESTINE. 

Palestine Scale 1:150,000. 

Jaffa: Survey of Palestine, 1935. 

Colour off-set print on 3 large un-joined sheets (Very Good, overall clean and bright, just some very 

light wear along old folds and some modest dust staining, some light marginal creasing), sheets of 

slightly irregular height, but average: 63 x 97.5 cm (25 x 38.5 inches), would, if joined, form map 

approximately 160 x 97.5 cm (63 x 38.5 inches). 

 

Extremely rare and historically important ï the gargantuan British Army óMasterplanô 

for suppressing the Arab Revolt in Palestine (1936-9), whereby Palestinian irregular 

forces sought to overthrow the British mandate and expel the countryôs Jewish 

communities; the map, perhaps more than any other document, exposes the roots of 

todayôs Israeli -Palestinian conflict, depicting the locations of Arab and Jewish 

settlements, as well as infrastructure and communications that could be employed for 

military counterinsurgency operations; published in Jaffa by the Survey of Palestine for 

the classified use of senior British commanders. 

  



  



The Arab-Jewish conflict in Palestine (today Israel and Palestine) is perhaps the most intractable 

diplomatic problem of the modern era, as both parties have been repeatedly victims of injustice at the 

hands of each other and the global community, creating a decades-long cycle of violence.  While what is 

today Israel, Palestine and Jordan were home to great Jewish states in ancient times, most of the Jews in 

the region were forced into exile by the Romans, who crushed all Jewish self-determination during the 

first and second centuries AD (although small communities of Jews always remained in the Holy Land).  

In the many centuries since, the region mainly came to be populated by Arabs, who followed either the 

Sunni Muslim or Christian faiths.  

Palestine was ruled by the Ottomans from 1517 to 1917/8, and despite its historical and religious 

importance, it generally remained a quiet and low-profile part of Levant, with small trading cities and 

subsistence agrarian communities; the Ottomans generally left the local Arab grandees to their own 

devices.   

At the same time, the notion of Aliyah, or the return of the Jewish people to the land that was Israel, 

always remained a core tenet of their faith in exile, even as for centuries almost all Jews knew that they 

would never lay eyes upon the Holy Land.  

However, the escalation of Anti-Semitic violence in Eastern Europe in the latter part of the 19th century 

made life untenable there for many thousands of Jews.  While most immigrated to the West, as small 

number were permitted by the Ottomans to settle in Palestine.  This movement came to be known as 

Zionism, and while most of the migrants were poor Eastern European Jews, they were financially and 

technically assisted by wealthy Jewish benefactors, mainly from Western Europe.  

Initially, the Jews and the Arabs got along relatively well.  While the Arabs seemed a little surprised that 

the Jews wanted to live a hard-scabble life on the edge of the desert, they benefitted from the economic 

activity generated by the new arrivals, while the Jewish presence was far too small to threaten Arab 

dominance of the region.  

During World War I (1914-8), Britain was desperate to open up a new front in the Levant and Iraq, so as 

to knock the Ottomans out of the conflict.  Whitehall recklessly proceeded to promise anything to 

anyone who would might help them, regardless of the potential cost or any conflicts of interest.  They 

pledged to give the King of Hejaz control of all of the Levant and Iraq as a united Arab state.  Not long 

thereafter, in the óBalfour Declarationô, they also promised the Jews that they could have a homeland in 

Palestine (against their pledges to the Arabs).  Meanwhile, in the secret Sykes-Picot Agreement, Brian 

and France agreed to divide the Middle East between them, reneging on Whitehallôs promises to both the 

Arabs and Jews.  While diplomacy is often messy and duplicitous, this represented a shocking new low, 

perhaps never equaled before or since ï and it caused more trouble than anyone ever could ever have 

imagined.  

When the Entente won the war, with Arab and Jewish support, Britain and France essentially divided the 

region between, making Iraq and Jordan into British puppet states, while France directly ruled Syria.  In 

1920, Palestine became a British mandate under the charter of the League of Nations, although Britain 

proceeded to rule is as a military colony.    

During the 1920s, Jewish immigration accelerated, while Jewish societies increasingly bought up much 

of the countryôs good agricultural land, so displacing Arab tenant farmers (it must be noted that it was 

often Arab landowners that voluntarily sold these lands to the Jews).  This caused tremendous 

resentment amongst the Arab peasantry, who came to believe that the Jews would eventually crowd 

them out of their own country.  As the British seemed to facilitate the rise in the Jewish presence (in 

addition to being clumsy and heavy-handed), they also came to resent British rule.  

Tensions boiled over, leading to the 1929 Palestine Riots, when parties of Arabs and Jews turned on each 

other in Jerusalem, resulting in almost 300 deaths.  While this conflict was limited in scope, it hardened 

both sides, convincing both Jewish and Arab leaders that peaceful coexistence was an impossibility.  

Through the 1930s, Jewish immigration to the Palestine rose to unprecedented levels, due to the rise of 

Nazism, Stalinôs oppression and xenophobia in North America.  This caused the Palestinian Arabs to feel 

existentially threatened ï many came to believe that if they did not act with urgent force, then they 

would lose their country forever.  Meanwhile, the Jews that arrived in Palestine were desperate; they had 

nowhere else to go, and no choice but to fight for a future in their new home.   

In the early 1930s, Izz ad-Din al-Qassim (1882 - 1935), a Syrian Muslim preacher, organized an 

insurgent group that mounted small scale attacks against British Mandate and Jewish targets.  While they 

had no chance of destabilizing the governing regime, they instilled fear everywhere.  The Qassimite 

insurgency was a prelude to the much grander events that were soon to unfold, and the present map was 

made in 1935, likely not long before Al-Qassim was killed (following a manhunt on November 20 of 

that year), in anticipation of an escalation in hostilities.  

The Arab Revolt in Palestine, or The Great Palestinian Revolt (April 1936 to August 1939), is generally 

seen by historians as the ópoint of no returnô in the Arab-Jewish conflict.  During the uprising, radical 

Arab leaders hoped to overthrow the British regime and remove the Jewish presence, while more 

moderate figures hoped to gain legal concessions, namely a British promise to severely limit future 

Jewish immigration and land ownership, while providing a road map for Arab self-governance.  

The first phase of the Revolt was led by the moderates, who called a General Strike in April 1936.  

However, this design proved ineffective, as the British used any means necessary to keep the economy 

moving, and by October the strike was called off.  

The failure of the strike discredited the moderates in Arab eyes, allowing the radical, violent parties to 

come to the fore.  In late 1937, an armed campaign led by peasant irregular fighters started attacking 

Jewish and British targets, in what Westerners would today term óterrorismô.  The British Army and 

Jewish military groups found themselves fighting on the same side, even as they distrusted each other.  

The Jewish population throughout the entire country lived in constant fear, while the British army and 

police and the Jewish militias struggled to fend off frequent Arab ambuscades.  

Eventually the British Army learned to effectively use the intelligence it gained from the field (no doubt 

applying it to examples of the present map!) and flooded the country with as many as 50,000 troops, 

eventually wearing the Arabs down.  By August 1939, the British entirely suppressed the revolt, 

although at great cost.  It is estimated that immediately following the end of hostilities, as much as 10% 

of the male Palestinian Arab population was either dead, jailed, or exiled (while around 300 Jews and 

262 British troops were killed).  Meanwhile, the Jews redoubled their efforts to gain their own autonomy 

in Palestine, separate from the Arabs.  

During World War II (1939-45), when European Judaism was being almost entirely annihilated by the 

Holocaust, Britain severely restricted Jewish immigration to Palestine, in a belated effort to placate the 

Arabs.  This caused the Jewish community to turn on the British, while all of Britainôs bridges with the 

Arab Palestinians were already burnt.  Having lost all support in Palestine, the Britain hastily withdrew 

from the country in 1948, leaving the Arabs and the outnumbered Jews to óduke it outô.  



The resulting Israeli War of Independence (1948-9), led to an overall Jewish victory and the creation of 

the State of Israel, the first independent Jewish nation in two millennia, while the Palestinian Arabs lost 

most of their country.  However, far from being a decisive showdown, this conflict merely ensured a 

cycle of violence and international recrimination that rages to present day.  

 

The Present Map in Focus 

The present map was made on the orders of the British Army during the Qassimite insurgency in 1935, 

but in anticipation of greater unrest.  It was published by the Survey of Palestine in Jaffa and, as it 

features a vast wealth of sensitive information, it would have been considered classified, and reserved for 

the exclusive use of senior British officers and civil servants.  Printed in a clear style, in bold colours, to 

a large scale of 1:150,000, the map details the locations of British military resources, transportation and 

communication infrastructure, as well as the locations of Jewish and Arab settlements, providing all the 

of the information necessary for planning a campaign against irregular warfare (ex. roadside ambushes 

and lightening attacks upon British Army posts, police positions and Jewish settlements).  It is by far and 

away the most accurate and detailed general map made for operational use during available during the 

Revolt and, as such, it served as the British ómasterplanô for suppressing the unrest.  

Issued on three large, un-joined sheets, the map covers the northern three quarters of Palestine, as far 

south as Beersheba, being the entire operational theatre of the Revolt (the extreme southern part of the 

country, the Negev, was not considered an active combat zone).   

The óReferenceô, below the title, explains the vast array of symbols used to identify urban areas; Arab 

and Jewish villages; numbered blocks of Jewish rural (agrarian) settlements; roads and tracks of various 

kinds (specifying their appropriateness for military vehicles and seasonal use); railways; telegraph 

stations; post offices and police stations (noting their level of access to communications); water supplies; 

airfields; towns and villages with British Army and Air Force detachments, as well as Transjordanian 

forces posts.  The map also delineates the boundaries of military areas, police districts and sub-districts, 

as well as international borders.  

The map reveals how complex the Arab-Jewish conflict in Palestine had become, even by that point, 85 

years before today.  Jewish settlements are shown to be right next to Arab villages, whole the large tracts 

of Jewish agrarian lands, shaded in blue and numbered, weave right through Arab areas.  It shows that 

during times of violence, no areas could be fully protected from the other side.  Especially given that the 

area shown was comparable to the size of New Jersey, with distances were small and extra land scarce, 

everything was interweaved, such that it was impossible to separate the Arabs and Jews without evicting 

peoples from their established land holdings (which was what was to eventually occur).  Indeed, the land 

patterns in much of 1930s Palestine are amazingly similar to those of todayôs West Bank, where Israeli 

Settlements snake though Palestinian territories, making it impossible for the Palestinians to form any 

coherent territorial integrity (which is the objective of Israeli conservatives). 

The present map is packed with amazing details and is worthy of much further study by scholars and all 

those seeking to understand the tragic, yet fascinating, history of the Holy Land.     

 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is extremely rare.  While some sources, such as Worldcat, list numerous institutional 

examples of the map, almost all of these listings seem to be óghostsô or errant citations of totally different 

maps of Palestine.  

We can definitively trace only a single institutional example of the present map, held by the Bodleian 

Library, Oxford University.  The great rarity of the map is due the fact that only very few examples 

would have been printed, reserved for classified high level official use.  The map is also large and 

fragile, such that most examples would have perished over the course of the Revolt. 

 

References: Bodleian Library, Oxford University: D26 (148).; OCLC: 45239964 

(but erroneously noting many óghostô or incorrect listings of other maps). 
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LUFTWAFFE - X FLEIGER KORPS.  

[Pair (2) Original Aerial Reconnaissance Photographs:] óSollumé20.6.42ô [AND] óMersa 

Matruhé19.6.42ô. 

[Cyrenaica, Libya, June 19 and 20, 1942]. 

Pair (2) of original photographs contemporarily augmented with marking in white, both with Wehrmacht 

handstamps in red ink marked óGeheim!ô (Secret) to verso (both Very Good, strong and clean images 

with glossy finish, just some light marginal creasing and a tiny tear to Sollum photo in blank margin), 

each 32 x 32 cm (12.5 x 12.5 inches). 

 

An extraordinary pair of óSecret!ô original aerial reconnaissance photographs of Sollum 

and Mersa Matruh, key battle sites during the invasion of Egypt launched in June 1942 by 

General Erwin Rommelôs Afrika Korps, taken by the Luftwaffeôs X Flieger Korps, 

operating from forward bases in Libya, each glossy, high quality photograph features 

extensive markings of strategically important details added by reconnaissance officers, 

used as vital source material for cartography, as well as being directly consulted by the 

Afrika Korps high command to inform their advance into Egypt ï fascinating and 

incredibly rare surviving artefacts of one of the most daring operations of World War II.   

 

While World War II in North Africa, known as the The Western Desert Campaign (1940-3), 

  



  



 

does not always possess the highest profile in popular memory, all contemporary stakeholders, as well as 

all historians today, know it to have been of paramount importance.  The region featured Egypt, which 

included the Suez Canal, the lifeline of the British Empire, while also guarding the approaches to Italy, 

the soft underbelly of Axis-controlled Europe.  If the Germans ran the table in North Africa, Britain 

would likely be knocked out of the war, while if the Allies gained control, they would have a clear run to 

invade Axis-dominated Southern Europe.  

The British started the war with overwhelming advantages in numbers and firepower, while possessing 

strong positions in Egypt.  By the beginning of 1941, they not only easily beat back an attempted Italian 

invasion of Egypt but had conquered the eastern half of Libya.  

As was the case in other theatres, the Nazis had to step in to save their hapless Italian allies, in what was 

to be known as Operation Sonnenblume (Unternehmen Sonnenblume / Operation Sunflower, February 6 

ï May 25, 1941), the Axis reconquest of Libya.  However, upon the start of the campaign, things did not 

look so good for the Germans, at least on paper, as the Allies had huge numerical and technical 

advantages in all categories, while having gained offensive momentum.  The Wehrmacht, bogged down 

in Europe, could spare only limited resources to form the óAfrika Korpsô, their relatively small, but well-

trained, army in North Africa.   

However, the great equalizer was Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel (1891 - 1944), who would prove to 

be by far and away the best World War II German military commander and the only Nazi officer who is 

internationally esteemed ï even to the present day.  Hitler despised and feared Rommel, so decided to 

banish him to this far-away campaign, but as a consequence unwittingly made him a hero. 

The Afrika Korps was almost always severely outnumbered but managed to inflict many shocking 

defeats upon the Allies, while suddenly appearing and disappearing into the hinterland, giving Rommel 

the nickname, the óDesert Foxô.  While the German designs in North Africa were ultimately 

unsuccessful, against all odds they gave the Allies a run for their money that is today the stuff of military 

legend.   

The Allied forces in North Africa were initially overconfident, and viewed the Afrika Korps as a mere 

nuisance, as opposed to an existential threat ï this was big mistake! 

Rommel, a master at reading his opposition, smelled blood, and after consolidating his control over 

western Libya, planned the offensive aspect of Operation Sonnenblume, a bold frontal invasion of 

Allied-held Cyrenaica, setting up an eventual drive into Egypt.   

Beginning with their capture of El Agheila, at the southern tip of the Gulf of Sirte, on March 24, 1941, 

the Germans surged up through Cyrenaica, mowing down the positions of the overstretched Allied 

forces.  

The Germans pinned the Allies down at the Siege of El Tobruk (April 10 to November 27, 1941), in far 

western Libya.  The Allies were determined to hold the city, as its vital port would give Rommel a 

perfect supply base to for the conquest of Egypt.  They managed to hold out for 241 days, before the 

siege was lifted by a relief force.   

The events at El Tobruk succeeded in negating Rommelôs momentum, and the Afrika Korps was bogged 

down in Cyrenaica, until they manged to score a decisive defeat upon the Allies at the Battle of Gazala 

(May 26 to June 21, 1942); on the same day that the battle ended, the Germans also finally took El 

Tobruk.  This opened the door to the German surge into Egypt, which placed the Allied HQ in Cairo in 

state of total panic.  

This is when the current photographs come into focus.  They were made immediately in advance of 

Rommelôs full-scale invasion of Egypt, to show the current state of play in Sollum, the western gateway 

the Egypt, and at Marsa Matruh, the major British base that was the Afrika Korpsô prime target in 

northwestern Egypt.  The photographs were both taken by especially trained reconnaissance officers 

aboard high-altitude flights of the X Flieger Korps, a Luftwaffe detachment that served in North Africa, 

then operating out of bases in Cyrenaica.   

The film from the reconnaissance flights was then developed and marked up with militarily important 

details (in white).  The photographs would then have been made available to Rommelôs HQ, but would 

also be given to a Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung (Motorisiert), a German Army óMobile Survey 

and Map Detachmentô, which would integrate the details on the photos into maps, printing them onsite, 

near the battle front. 

As the photographs contain super-sensitive military intelligence, they are both hand-stamped on the 

verso with the classification óGeheim!ô (Secret!), with notes threatening severe punishment for 

unauthorized dissemination.  

The present photographs would have been vitally useful at Rommelôs HQ, as the generals planned to 

move though Sollum and towards engaging (and defeating) the Allies at Marsa Matruh, only a week 

after the present photographs were taken.  

Turning back to the military action, after moving on from the victory at Marsa Matruh, at the beginning 

of July 1942, Rommelôs forces arrived at El Alamein, Egypt, only a short distance east of Alexandria.  

Everyone knew that if Alexandria were to be lost, the Allied positions across Egypt would fall like 

dominos.  There the two sides fought the fierce, nearly month-long First Battle of El Alamein (July 1-27, 

1942), which ultimately proved inconclusive.   

In the wake of this showdown, the Allies tried, on numerous occasions, to destroy the Afrika Korps with 

superior numbers and firepower, but every time Rommel slipped way, like a desert fox, only to continue 

to threaten Alexandria.  However, by this time, Rommelôs supply lines had become dangerously 

overextended, with the Royal Navy and Air Force intercepting many of the German supply convoys 

from Italy.  Rommel also came to face a truly worthy adversary for the first time, in the person of the 

new Allied commander in North Africa, General Bernard Montgomery 

At the Second Battle of El Alamein (October 23 to November 11, 1942), the Allies scored a decisive 

victory.  The Germans were henceforth on the run, heading westwards into Libya with the Allies in hot 

pursuit.  A powerful symbolic event occurred during the Battle of El Agheila (December 11-18, 1942), 

when the British forced the Afrika Korps to abandon the town and to retreat towards Tunisia ï events 

had gone full circle.  While Rommel escaped to fight another day, Germanyôs plans to conquer North 

Africa were in ruins.  Nevertheless, Rommelôs skill and tenacity in the face of overwhelming odds won 

him enduring admiration from friends and foes alike.  

North Africaôs profound strategic importance was proven when it was used by the Allies as a 

springboard to invade Italy, beginning in September 1943, so turning the war in Europe decisively 

against the Third Reich.  

 



The óSollumô Photograph in Focus 

Sollum was the western gateway from to Egypt, being the first town along the Mediterranean coast from 

the Libyan frontier.  With its rugged topography, the area was a natural quagmire for armies, and both 

the Germans and British went to great efforts to secure it as a barrier against the enemy.  The Germans 

took Solum in the spring of 1941, as an extension of their surge into Cyrenaica during Operation 

Sonnenblume; importantly, it represented the first time that the Afrika Korps seized Anglo-Egyptian 

territory.  The British attempted to regain Sollum during Operation Brevity (May 15-16, 1941), but after 

initially making headway, had to fall back on Halfaya Pass, just off of the photo, to the southeast.  The 

Germans reprised by launching Operation Skorpion (26 to 27 May 1941), retaking Halfaya Pass.  This is 

where things stood until June 1942, when the present photographs come into play. 

The present photograph was taken by reconnaissance officers aboard an airplane of the Luftwaffeôs X 

Flieger Korps, on June 19,1942 (as dated in the lower left, along with the approximate scale of 

1:39,000), shortly after the area had been secured by the Germans from the British, and just before the 

Afrika Korps was to make their bold thrust into Egypt towards Alexandria.   

The photograph has a striking visual aspect, in that the escarpment that rises above the sea, forming a 

crescent, appears in sharp relief, illuminated by the desert sun.  The town of Sollum appears upon a 

point, centre right, at the top of the escarpment, while a caravan route leaves the town to the west, 

towards the Libyan frontier.  

The white markings on the map highlight important military infrastructure, of which the intermittent 

white lines represent all manner of óFeldstelleô (field positions).  To the immediate west of the town, are 

old field batteries, noted as being óunbelegtô (unoccupied) that were previously used by the British to 

guard the Libyan border.  The line of a óMaterial Stapelô (old ordinance pile) runs just above the route to 

óCapuzzoô, referring to an old Italian fort, located just off the map, in Libya.  

To the south of Sollum, along the coast is a óShießstandô (artillery range), batteries, areas for tents, a 

óZeitlagerô (storage rea) and an old flak (anti-aircraft) tower.  Interestingly, some technical dials relating 

to the reconnaissance flight appear in the corners of the photograph.  

The intelligence gleaned from the photographs would be highly useful should the Afrika Korps become 

bogged down in that was a notoriously treacherous area.  As it turned out, only a few days after the 

present photograph was made, the German forces ran straight through Sollum, in great haste toward 

Mersa Matruh, to the east, in the opening stages of their grand invasion of Egypt.  This is where the next 

photograph comes into play.  

 

The óMersa Matruhô Photograph in Focus 

Mersa Matruh was a highly important British base, located roughly halfway between Sollum and 

Alexandria.  It was the western terminus of the railway which ran along the coast from Alexandria, and 

the last major fixed line of defense before the Nile Delta.   

After passing by Sollum, the Afrika Korps and their Italian allies rapidly moved eastwards and attacked 

the British positions at the Battle of Marsa Matruh (June 26-29, 1942).  While the Axis force was 

outnumbered and sported only 100 tanks (60 German, 40 Italian) against the Alliesô 200 tanks, Rommel 

won a stunning victory, taking town and 6,000 Allied POWs.  The loss of Mara Matruh sent a 

thunderbolt across the British Empire.  

This capture of Marsa Martuh allowed the Afrika Korps to surge eastwards, reaching El Alamein, where 

they became bogged down in a bloody stalemate with the Allies, their strength sapped by weakening 

supply lines.   

The present photograph was, like the one of Sollum, taken by a reconnaissance officer aboard a flight of 

the X Flieger Korps, which occurred on June 19, 1942, about a week before the battle.  Such a 

reconnaissance flight would have been somewhat risky, as it involved flying over enemy territory in 

clear skies, making the aircraft vulnerable to being short down.  However, as exemplified here, the 

photograph was worth the risk, as it provided Rommelôs HQ with a valuable snapshot of the current state 

of Marsa Matruh.  

The photograph provides a very clear view of Marsa Matruh, with the town and its grid of streets, 

located on the right side, between its harbour and the óBahnhofô (Railway Station), at the western 

terminus of the railway from Alexandria.  The white markups note the locations of the óFlugplatzô 

(airfield), óMaterial Lagerô (ordnance storage areas), as well as the several major artillery placements 

that guard the harbour and the western approaches so the town.  

 

The Present Photographs: Unrecorded 

We cannot trace any references to either of the present photographs, let alone the locations of other 

examples.  This is not surprising, as only a few examples would have been made, for top secret high-

level use, while they would generally have been destroyed after use.  The photographs are thus 

extraordinary original artefacts from some of the most dramatic events of World War II in North Africa.  

 

References: N/A ï Map seemingly unrecorded.  
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[LUFTWAFFE / GENERALSTAB 5. ABTEILUNG.  

A WWII NAZI ARCHIVE OF 6 ORIGINAL AERIAL RECONNAISANCE PHOTOS AND 1 

PRINT OF CITIES IN THE KUBAN AND CAUCASUS, RUSSIA].  

[Russia, 1941 - 1942].  

(7 Items, various media and dimensions, Please see below for details). 

 

A fascinating and historically important archive of 6 original aerial reconnaissance 

photographs, and 1 ephemeral printed work, depicting key cities in Soviet Russiaôs Don, 

Kuban and Caucasus regions taken by the Luftwaffe in preparation for óOperation 

Edelweissô, the Nazisô audacious, but ill-fated, push to seize the Caucuses Oil Fields, 

used by the Wehrmacht high command as vital aids to plan commando operations behind 

enemy lines, bombing raids, and advance army manoeuvers ï seemingly unique and very 

high quality artefacts from one of the most dramatic campaigns of World War II. 

 

Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 in what was known as Operation Barbarossa, a 

óBlitzkreigô (Lightening Warfare) campaign that sought to conquer all of the country west of the óA-A 

Lineô (the imagined meridian running from Archangel down the Astrakhan).  The Germans were highly  



  



confident as the same techniques of rapid, mechanized warfare had practically mowed down France the 

year before.  However, the Wehrmacht severely underestimated the extraordinary bravery and self-

sacrifice of the Red Army troops and the severity of the Russian climate.  By the end of the 1941 

campaign season, while Germany had conquered much of Ukraine and a good part of European Russia, 

it fell well short of its goal, failing to take Moscow or reach the Caucuses.  Both sides were incredibly 

exhausted, having lost astounding amounts of men and equipment. 

 

During the 1942 campaign season, the Nazis pursued óCase Blueô, a high-risk/high-reward strategy that 

aimed to seize the Caucasus Oil Fields, the realization of which would abundantly fuel the German war 

machine, while dealing a knockout blow to the Soviet Union.  However, the amount of blood and 

treasure required promised to strain Germany to its extreme limits, risking not only its ambitions in the 

East, but also its dominant position in Western Europe. 

 

In late July 1942, Hitler authorized Operation Edelweiss, also known as the Battle of the Caucuses, a 

strike towards Baku, which represented was the Nazisô most audacious move, occurring as it did almost 

2,000 km from home.  Hitler knew the high stakes of the campaign, remaking to the commander of the 

operation, General Paulus, that ñIf I do not get the oil of Maikop and Grozny [two major Caucasus 

petroleum producing cities] éthen I must end this warò. 

During the first six weeks of the operation, the Wehrmacht made impressive progress, despite heavy 

Soviet resistance.  They conquered Rostov-on-Don, the Taman Peninsula, Krasnodar, Novorossiysk, 

Mozdok and Maykop (the major oil town).  However, their supply lines became strained and Soviet 

opposition intensified, and they failed to take the key port of Tuapse and the oil town of Grozny.   

Overshadowing Operation Edelweiss was the ongoing Battle of Stalingrad (August 23, 1942 to February 

2, 1943), whereupon hundreds of thousands of German troops were engaged in a death struggle with the 

Red Army for control of the strategic industrial city on the Volga, to the north of the Caucasus.  This 

horrendous contest tied up German resources that were desperately needed in the Caucasus, and when 

the Soviets assumed the offensive in Stalingrad, in November 1942, Operation Edelweiss was effectively 

doomed.  

With the Wehrmacht bogged down in the heart of the Caucuses, in December 1942, the Soviets initiated 

Operation Little Saturn, an offensive that threatened to entrap all German armies beyond the Don River.  

Through the early months of 1943, the Red Army progressively retook town after town in the Caucasus 

and the Kuban, as the Germans tried to make an orderly retreat.  To make matters worse for the Nazis, 

their entire remaining force in Stalingrad surrendered at the beginning of February 1943.   

The Nazis in the Caucasus were eventually pushed to the óKuban Bridgeheadô, the Taman Peninsula, and 

were force to retreat to Crimea in September 1943, forever ending their ambitions to size the oil of the 

Caspian.   

The defeat at the Battle of Stalingrad and the failure of Operation Edelweiss shattered the illusion that 

Germany was destined to win the war, and it depleted their forces so dramatically that the Wehrmacht 

never recovered.  From that point onwards, the Germans were always on the defensive, with the Red 

Army constantly pushing them westwards.  The Allied invasion of Italy, commencing in August 1943, 

saw the Third Reich fighting on two fronts, and its fate was sealed upon the Allied landings in France in 

June 1944.  The last year of the war was merely the Third Reichôs attempt to delay the inevitable, for 

historyôs most evil empire fell in May 1945.  

 

The Photographs in Focus 

During most of the war on the Eastern Front, the Luftwaffe maintained control of the skies, which it used 

to its maximum advantage.  At many times, the Luftwaffe could send high-altitude flights deep into 

Soviet territory, whereupon specially trained reconnaissance officers took high-quality photographs of 

key cities and military targets; they also took images of ongoing operations (such as bombing runs) in 

real time.  These photographs were vitally useful to the Wehrmacht as the Soviets had recently built 

major defensive works in many places, or removed resources (or targets whenever possible), rendering 

the maps available to the German high command obsolete.  The aerial reconnaissance photographs were 

often the only means by which the Germans could truly know the nature of the territories they planned to 

attack.   

The resulting photographs were edited and given captions, usually in white script, as here, and then 

presented to the Wehrmacht high command, to be employed as they planned commando missions behind 

enemy lines, bombing raids and the advance movements of their armies.  Examples of the photographs 

were also given to the óMobile Map Detachmentsô that were present at or near army HQs, being 

integrated map drafting and printing houses, which used the images to update their maps for the use of 

the high command.  

The present items include 6 original and very high-quality reconnaissance photographs taken aboard 

high-altitude Luftwaffe flights operating behind enemy lines in advance of and during Operation 

Edelweiss, showcasing the key cities of Rostok-on-Don, Taman, Tuapse, Maykop, Mozdok and Grozny.  

These images were used as vital tools by senior commanders to variously plan the German advances 

upon these cities, a daring commando raid, as well as to show a Nazi bombing raid in progress.  The 

remaining item is a special printed image of the town of Yeysk with its key airfield, with relevant 

captions, made in October 1941, nine months before the commencement of Operation Edelweiss.  

 

Original Luftwaffe reconnaissance photographs from key battle theatres are today incredibly rare 

survivors.  We cannot trace any references to any of the present items, let alone the locations of other 

examples.  This is not surprising, as only a few examples would have been made, for secret high-level 

use, while they would generally have been destroyed shortly thereafter.  The photographs are thus 

extraordinary original artefacts from what was perhaps the most audacious campaign of World War II 

and are worthy of further analysis and study. 

 

The 7 Items listed:  

 

1.  

GENERALSTAB 5. ABTEILUNG.  

Jeisk-Kamyschewatskaja Flugplatz. [Yeysk and Yeysk Airport, Krasnodar Krai].  

[Russia:] October 1941. 

Monochrome print after a photograph, overprinted with red details (Good, some wear along old folds 

and minor repairs from verso), 29 x 29.5 cm.  



  



 

This is a printed copy of an aerial photograph of the strategic town of Yeysh, on the Sea of Azov, not far 

from Rostov-on-Don.  It was made on the orders of the Wehrmacht high command in Russia in October 

1941, in anticipation of German forces reaching the area (although they would not conquer the town 

until August 1942).  It clearly shows the town and all its main attributes and transportation routes, 

although its main focus is the óFlugplatzô (airfield), which is one of the details overprinted in red in the 

upper part of the image.  At that stage, the Luftwaffe planned to either bomb the airfield, or if the town 

was cleanly captured, to use it for their own purposes.  Printed in only a few examples, very few such 

printed photographic maps intended for high level use survive.  

 

2.  

LUFTWAFFE.  

Taman (Krasnodar Oblast). 

[Russia, Spring-Summer 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, postwar ownerôs handstamp to verso (Good, wear 

along old folds), 28 x 29 cm. 

This is an original photograph taken by a reconnaissance officer aboard a high-altitude Luftwaffe flight, 

depicting Taman, a strategic town on the eponymous peninsula, in the far west of Krasnodar Oblast.  

Taken by the Wehrmacht in August 1942, Taman would be occupied for over a year, and as part of the 

óKuban Bridgeheadô, it was one of the last places in the region to be evacuated by the Germans, in 

September 1943.  

 

3. 

LUFTWAFFE.  

Rostow-Bataisk Frühjahrüberschwemmung. [Spring Floods at Rostov-on-Don and Bataysk, Rostov 

Oblast].  

[Russia: Spring 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, handstamp reading óNur für den Dienstgebrauchô (For 

Official Use Only) to verso (Very Good, overall clean and bright with lovely glossy finish, just some 

light creasing and punch holes and staple marks to left-hand margin), 24 x 28 cm. 

The present original photograph of Rostov was taken in the spring of 1942 and shows the great swelling 

of the Don River during the seasonal floods.  The Wehrmacht kicked off Operation Edelweiss by taking 

Rostov, the gateway to the Caucuses, on July 23, 1942.  The image clearly shows the vital railway and 

road connections running through the city.  Considered to be one of the most strategically important 

locations in all of Russia, the Nazis held the city until it was liberated on February 11, 1943. 

 

4. 

LUFTWAFFE.  

Angriff auf Tuapse. [Attack upon Tuapse, Krasnodar Krai]. 

[Russia, Spring-Summer 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, handstamp reading óNur für den Dienstgebrauchô (For 

Official Use Only) to verso (Very Good, overall clean and bright with lovely glossy finish, just some 

light creasing and punch holes and staple marks to left-hand margin), 24 x 28 cm.  

This original photograph, óAttack upon Tuapseô, is perhaps the most intriguing of all the items in the 

archive, as it was taken from a Luftwaffe plane flying high above the melee while the Germans were 

bombing the key port of Tuapse, in Krasnodar Krai.  The labelling in the lower left reads: 1) 

Flakwolken; 2) Bombeneinschläge; 3) angreifende Flugzeuge [1) flak clouds (being an ingenious anti-

aircraft device); 2) bombs; 3) attacking aircraft], all of which are clearly visible on the image. 

 

The Germans severely bombed Tuapse and made strong efforts to take the city but were unable to 

overcome the Sovietôs Tuapse Defense Operation (September 25 to December 20, 1942). 

 

5.  

LUFTWAFFE.  

Maikop. [Maykop, Adygea Republic / Krasnodar Krai]. 

[Russia, Spring-Summer 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, handstamp reading óNur für den Dienstgebrauchô (For 

Official Use Only) to verso (Very Good, overall clean and bright with lovely glossy finish, just some 

light creasing and punch holes and staple marks to left-hand margin), 24 x 28 cm. 

This original photograph depicts Maykop, one of the key oil towns of the Caucasus region and a prime 

Wehrmacht target.  The townôs orderly rectangular street pattern is defined, while various industrial sites 

are visible on the edges of town, with the óBhf.ô (Bahnhof / railway station) labelled on the north side, 

with the airfield just beyond.  

The Germans took Maykop on August 10, 1942, dealing a major blow to Soviet oil production, but were 

only able to hold it for a relatively short time, as the Soviets liberated the city on January 29, 1943. 

 

6.  

LUFTWAFFE.  

Mosdok am Terek. [Mozdok, North Ossetia]. 

[Russia, Spring-Summer 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, handstamp reading óNur für den Dienstgebrauchô (For 

Official Use Only) to verso (Very Good, overall clean and bright with lovely glossy finish, just some 

light creasing and punch holes and staple marks to left-hand margin), 24 x 28 cm. 



Mozdok, located deep in the Caucasus region, in North Ossetia, was taken by the Germans on August 

25, 1942, and was the furthest major town they solidly held during Operation Edelweiss.  It was liberated 

by the Soviets on January 3, 1943. 

 

7.  

LUFTWAFFE.  

Grosny. [Grozny, Chechnya]. 

[Russia, Spring-Summer 1942]. 

Original photograph, with details printed in white, handstamp reading óNur für den Dienstgebrauchô (For 

Official Use Only) to verso (Very Good, overall clean and bright with lovely glossy finish, just some 

light creasing and punch holes and staple marks to left-hand margin), 24 x 28 cm. 

 

This original photograph depicts Grozny, the capital of Chechnya, and is perhaps the most militarily 

valuable of all the images in the archive.  A major petroleum production centre, the city can be seen on 

the right-hand side, while the major oil works, and related infrastructure occupies the left-hand side of 

the image.  

The Germans desperately wanted to take Grozny, as this would deal a body blow to the Soviet war 

machine, and potentially unlock precious energy to fuel the Wehrmacht.  However, located very deep 

inside Soviet territory, taking Grozny was easier said than done.  

The Abwehr, the Nazi intelligence apparatus, made contact with the local Chechen rebels (who despised 

Stalin) and formed plans to join forces with them in the event that the Germans managed to reach the 

area.  They also wanted to find a way to sabotage the Grozny oil works even before the Wehrmacht 

could arrive on the scene. 

In what was known as Operation Schamil, in August and September 1942, the Abwehr had the 

Luftwaffe parachute five parties into the area, consisting of a total of 57 commandos and agents, to make 

contact with the Chechen rebels and to destroy the Grozny oil refinery.  While the immediate objectives 

were achieved, the failure of the German army to advance much past Mozdok doomed their larger 

designs, and they were forced to evacuate the area.   

The present photograph was likely used to inform the planning behind Operation Schamil, making it a 

truly intriguing artefact.  

 

References: N / A ï Photographs are seemingly unrecorded and probably unique. 

 

3.500 EUR 
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GENERALSTAB DES HEERES, ABTEILUNG F¦R KRIEGSKARTEN. [NAZI GERMANY - 

GENERAL STAFF OF THE ARMY, WAR MAPS DEPARTMENT ] / VERMESSUNGS- UND 

KARTEN -ABTEILUNG (MOTORISIERT) 601. [GERMAN ARMY ï MOBILE SURVEYING 

AND MAP DETACHMENT 601 ]. 

Mil. -Geo.-Plan von Leningrad. 

[Russia, near Leningrad: Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung (Motorisiert) 601: ], 1941. 

Colour print, printed on both sides (Good, conspicuous staining on left-hand side, some wear along old 

folds), 89.5 x 70 cm (35 x 27.5 inches). 

 

An intriguing, seemingly unrecorded issue of the Nazi German Armyôs óMilitary-

Geographicalô plan of Leningrad, made during the World War II Siege of Leningrad, one 

of the longest and bloodiest sieges in history, showcasing the city in an extremely clear 

and detailed manner, labelling all strategic sites, including government buildings, 

military facilities, factories and transportation infrastructure; while almost all examples 

were printed in Berlin, the present example was published near the siege front by a 

German Army óMotorized Map Detachmentô.  

 

This is an unusual edition of the Nazi German Armyôs óMilitary-Geographicalô plan of Leningrad, made 

during the Siege of Leningrad (September 8, 1941 to January 27, 1944), when the city was encircled by 

German-Finnish forces for 872 days, being one of the longest and most deadly aspects of the Word War 

II.  While the map was devised by, and generally published by the press of the General Staff of the 

German Army, in Berlin, the present example was printed near the siege front by a German Army 

óMobile Surveying and Map Detachmentô.   



The map is part of the óMilitary-Geographicalô genre of city plans developed by the German General 

Staff that aimed to show cities with absolute visual clarity, accurately and carefully labelling any and all 

features that could be of intertest during military operations.  Here Leningrad is showcased, with every 

street boldly delineated, and with built up areas and parks clearly distinguished by shading, while all 

major edifices are shown in outline.  Instead of cluttering the map with lots of labeling, the work 

employs discreet symbols and numbers to provide a vast amount of information while preserving the 

clear and easily digestible quality of the map.   

The information located upon the map by symbols and numbers is explained in amazing detail on the 

verso.  The óVerzeichenis der wichtingeren Strassenô (Signs of the most important roads) provides the 

names and key coordinates of all streets across the city.  The  

óEinzelungaben uber wichtinsten Objecke und deren Lage im Planfeldô (Details about the most important 

objects and their location on the plan) employs numbers to identify hundreds of specifically named sites 

of military interest, including railway stations, port facilities, communications hubs, bridges, hospitals, 

electricity and gas facilities, Soviet military sites, as well as factories of varies industries.  The 

óZeichenerklªrungô (Explanation of Symbols) identifies the dozen so symbols used to identify 

communications and transportation sites; as well as factories, differentiating their industries.   

 

The map brilliantly succeeded in providing German commanders with precise and comprehensive 

information as to the locations of all sites of interest within Leningrad, for the purpose of targeting 

artillery, guiding raiding parties, or for potentially salvaging valuable resources and equipment.  The 

map was the most useful general strategic aid employed by the Wehrmacht during the siege. 

 

During World War II, the Wehrmacht operated arguably the best military cartography organization in the 

world.  The British forces rivaled it in many respects, yet the sophisticated precision by which the Nazis 

military cartographers could create peerless maps in the middle of active combat zones remains highly 

impressive, even by todayôs standards.  They perfected the interface between surveying, ground and 

aerial reconnaissance, draftsmanship, editing and printing, which operated in seamless, symbiotic 

manner. 

The map production bureau of the Generalstab des Heeres, Abteilung f¿r Kriegskarten (Nazi Germany - 

General Staff of the Army, War Maps Department) was one of the most sophisticated in the world, and 

this was where the Mil.-Geo.-Plan von Leningrad was devised, based upon the best Soviets sources, as 

well as information supplied by intelligence assets. 

However, the German armies on the front required new maps to be generated from intelligence acquired 

in the field, as well as additional copies of the maps that originated in Berlin.  These tasks were carried 

out by the German Armyôs Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung (Motorisiert), being their óMotorized 

Surveying and Map Detachmentsô, were responsible for especially impressive feats.  They were 

completely integrated units of surveyors, draftsman, photographers and printers, who traveled with all 

their equipment to the front lines in every theatre in which the Wehrmacht fought (on many occasions 

they traveled aboard special trains).  The Detachments were usually assigned to and followed the 

progress of specific army corps and their workshops could be instantly set up close to battle fronts, 

where new maps could be made, or existing maps updated, predicated upon fresh aerial reconnaissance 

and field intelligence.  In many cases, new maps could be generated within hours of fresh information 

arriving at their workshops, called óArmee-Kartenstelleô.   

The present example of the map features the line óNachdruck Verm-u. Kartenabteilung 601 (mot.)ô, 

meaning óre-printedô by the Vermessungs- und Karten-Abteilung (Motorisiert) 601, a German Army 

Mobile Surveying and Map Detachment that was attached the Army Group North, which was charged 

with executing the Siege of Leningrad.  While the present map features the label óSonderausgabe! IV. 

41ô (Special Issue, April 1941)ô, in the upper right corner, as it appeared on the Berlin editions, the 

present issue would have been printed later, likely during the early months of the siege, in late 1941.  

The Detachment would have run off only a small number of examples of the map for the immediate use 

of the local high command.  The field edition is largely faithful to the Berlin editions, except that the 

Berlin editions tended the have the legend information printed on the side margins, as opposed to on the 

verso, as here. 

Unlike the Berlin additions, which were often used as office copies in Germany, the present example of 

the map was almost certainly consulted by Wehrmacht commanders along the battle front.  

 

A Note on Rarity 

While the Berlin editions of the Mil.-Geo.-Plan von Leningrad are scare to rare, the present example, 

printed by a Mobile Surveying and Map Detachment in the field near the siege front, is exceedingly rare, 

and apparently unrecorded.  Indeed, few examples were made and the survival rate of maps printed for 

use in an active battle theatre is incredibly low. 

 

The Siege of Leningrad: Soviet Bravery during 872 Days of Terror 

The 872-day long Siege of Leningrad was one of the most horrific events of World War II, that 

showcased both the Third Reichôs depravity and the bravery of the Soviet people to their maximal 

extents. 

The Third Reich and the Soviets signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact (August 23, 1939) forging an 

alliance of convenience, dividing Poland between them.  However, as Germany steamrolled the Allies in 

Western Europe, Hitler (against the advice of many of his generals) felt emboldened to follow his 

avaricious instincts.  As part of his design to gain ólebensraumô (living space) for the German race, the 

Third Reich formed the óGeneralplan Ostô, a genocidal scheme to invade and completely depopulate 

European Russia of its indigenous inhabitants, so leaving room to create and re-settle a gigantic 

Germany extending to the gates of Asia.  

On June 22, 1941, Germany invaded the Soviet Union, in what was called Operation Barbarossa.  This 

massive endeavour employed over 4 million Axis troops and aimed to duplicate the Blizkrieg that had 

easily crushed France the year previous, by making a lightning strike across the Russian plains to take all 

the territory west of the óA-A Lineô, which ran north-south from Archangel to Astrakhan, before the 

onset of the winter.  This plan assumed that both Leningrad and Moscow could be taken with relative 

ease.  The Germans possessed an overwhelming technological and organizational advantage, and 

assumed that the Soviets would ófoldô without too much trouble, as the Russians had in the early part of 

World War I.  

However, while the Germans initially held the upper-hand and made progress into Soviet territory, they 

severely underestimated the commitment and bravery of the Red Army.  Even with comparatively poor 

weaponry, and with variable leadership, the Soviet troops fought tirelessly and fearlessly; even after 

enduring horrendous casualties, their resolve remained undiminished. 



Taking Leningrad was of vital importance to the óGeneralplan Ostô.  While no longer the national capital of 

Russia, the city was the USSRôs window to the world, a great symbol Russian pride, as well as being a major 

industrial centre.  Hitlerôs plan was to almost completely level the city, killing or exiling all of its inhabitants, 

whereupon Germany would annex the territory south of the Neva River, while its Axis ally Finland would 

take the land to the north.  The fact that the Nazis were content to kill millions of civilians and erase one of 

the worldôs great cultural gems is indicative of their total barbarity. 

In early September, the Germans were able to take the land to the south of Leningrad, while the Finns 

captured the territory to the north of the city, completely surrounding the metropolis, at least on all its 

landward sides.  Leningradôs 2.5 million residents were trapped inside the city, with only very limited stores 

of food and other supplies.  Meanwhile, what remained of the Soviet Baltic fleet fled to the island naval base 

of Kronstadt, which remained in Soviet hands, while the Germans enforced a complete naval blockade. 

So confident was Hitler of quickly taking the city, that he even had invitations printed for a victory 

celebration to be held at Leningradôs luxurious Astor Hotel.  However, events did not turn out that way.  

All able-bodied Soviets were called to man anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns (of which there were many), and 

to defend the cityôs perimeters.  Meanwhile, the Axis forces of about 725,000 that enveloped Leningrad 

proceeded to mercilessly bombard the city and to continually test it defenses.  The Nazis were confident that, 

given the shortage of food and supplies in the city, Leningrad would either surrender or fall sooner than later.  

However, Leningradôs citizens showed remarkable drive and bravery.  Even as thousands of civilians started 

to die of hunger and as bombs reigned down seemingly everywhere, they kept fighting and succeeded in 

preventing any Axis violations of the cityôs perimeters.  The German high command grew increasingly 

frustrated as their attempts to attack Kronstadt over the winter ice failed, while despite their best efforts, 

nothing shook the Soviet resolve to hold Leningrad.   

Meanwhile, the situation around Leningrad came to mirror the general state of play along the Eastern Front.  

The Barbarossa Campaign came nowhere near reaching the A-A Line, while the vicious Winter of 1941-42 

set in.  The Nazisô progress was slowed by heavy Soviet resistance, and at the end of the next campaign 

season, the Germans suffered a crushing defeat at the Battle of Stalingrad (August 23, 1942 ï February 2, 

1943), whereupon a large portion of their Eastern army was encircled and destroyed, in one of the most 

atrocious military events in world history.  From that point onwards, the Germans were on the defensive, 

with many resources still being dedicated towards taking Leningrad. 

Indeed, even after suffering hundreds of thousands of casualties, in an endless scene of almost unparalleled 

suffering, the defenders of Leningrad simply refused to stop fighting.  Finally, the Axis side was so worn 

down that in January 1944, the Soviets moved to break the siege, driving the Germans away from Leningrad, 

and liberating the city. 

While the resistance of Leningrad represents one of the greatest examples of bravery and human strength in 

history, it came at a horrendous cost.  Almost 1.1 million of the cityôs residents died, in addition to over 

500,000 Soviet troops.  However, many of the Leningradôs great edifices and historical sites survived, and 

the city managed to revive itself in the postwar era, although the memory of the siege remains vivid to the 

present day.  

References: N / A ï Present issue Seemingly Unrecorded. Cf. (Berlin editions:) OCLC: 728712724; 

36961779; 254791903. 
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Initials  I. N.  

Il confine orientale dôItalia. Settore del Quarnaro ï (visto dal Monte Maggiore dôIstria) 

[the Eastern Borders of Italy - The Kvarner Sector ï (As Seen from Monte Maggiore [i. e. Uļka] in 

Istria]  

Whiteprint, 34 x 201 cm (in a good condition, soft folds).  

 

[together with:] 

Rilievo montuoso della Venezia Giulia. Profili panoramici schematici. Visti idealmente: I. da 

Venezia. II da Lubiana 

[Mountainous Relief of Venezia Giulia. Schematic Panoramic Profiles. Seen ideally: I. from 

Venice. II from Ljubljana]  

Whiteprint, 34 x 113 cm (in a good condition, soft folds). 

Trieste: 1946. 

 

A pair of blueprints, based on the original hand-drawing were made in 1946, a year after the end of 

WWII to showcase the disputed area between Yugoslavia and Italy, where new borders should be 

formed.  

The images showcase the panoramas of the Julian Alps and morphology, pointing out the natural 

boundaries. The large view depicts the round panorama form the mountain Uļka in Istria. With its 1396  



  



meters above sea level Uļka offers an ideal 360 degrees panorama of the landscape, embracing the Bay 

of Trieste, all the way to Venice, North Dalmatian islands and the Julian Alps.  

 

Historical Background 

Up to the end of World War I, the city of Trieste and the Istrian Peninsula, to its south, were part of the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire.  The region was ethnically mixed, with large portions of the population being 

Italian, Slovenian, Croatian, and Austro-German, amongst other groups.  Historically, the venerable port 

city of Trieste proper, although long a part of the Habsburg Empire, was a majority Italian, with a large 

Slovenian minority, while the areas surrounding the city were overwhelmingly populated by Slovenians.  

Further south, in far north-western Istria, the population was mixed, although the Italian-speaking 

population was often the majority right along the coast, while the Slovenes dominates inland areas (a 

legacy of the location of the old Habsburg-Venetian border which existed until the Napoleonic Wars).  

Further south, deeper into Istria, the population was mixed between Croatians and Italians.  

Traditionally, while things were not perfect, these ethnic groups got along quite well. 

That all changed following World War I, when the entire region was given to Italy.  Benito Mussolini, 

who became the Italian dictator in 1922, enforced a policy of óItalianizationô of Trieste and Istria, 

brutally suppressing any manifestations of Slovene or Croatian culture.  While many of the Italians 

native to the region did not support this policy, Mussolini brought in tens of thousands of pro-Fascist 

migrants who did.  Almost overnight, Mussolini had ruined a peaceful and enlightened multi-ethnic 

society.  Many Slovenes and Croatians were either forced to suppress their identity or immigrate to the 

newly created state of Yugoslavia, or overseas.  That being said an underground Slovene resistance 

movement developed in Trieste operating under the motto: óTrst je naġ!ô [óTrieste is Ours!ô]. 

Moving forward to 1945, Yugoslavia and her Allies were victorious over Nazi Germany and her client 

state Italy.  Marshall Tito, the Yugoslav leader, had conquered Trieste and Istria and was naturally eager 

to re-establish the full Slovene and Croatian cultural presence, and to annex the area to Yugoslavia.  

However, the Allied powers, not wanting to provoke further rancour in Central Europe, called for a more 

cautious approach.  While it was acknowledged that Slovenian and Croatian majority areas should, in 

theory, be granted to Yugoslavia, the problem remained that placing Trieste, a large majority-Italian city 

within Yugoslavia could cause big headaches.  Making matters even more complex, Trieste was virtually 

surrounded by majority Slovene areas. 

The temporary solution was to form the Free Territory of Trieste, created in 1947, it was to consist of the 

narrow coastal area of Trieste and environs and the north-western part of the Istrian Peninsula (the rest of 

Istria had already been ceded to Yugoslavia).  While the Free State had some of the trappings of an 

independent country (i.e. its own stamps and passports), in reality, it was merely and ephemeral entity 

living on borrowed time, nervously overseen by the Allied powers and the United Nations. 

We could not find any other examples of the maps. 

1.200 EUR  
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Strassenkarte des Königreichs Illyrien 

[S. l., S. d. probably circa 1835-1840]. 

Lithography with original colour, dissected in 10 segments and mounted on linen, 79 x 63 cm (31.1 

x 24.8 inches) (minor staining, overall in a good condition). 

 

The map shows the government Ljubljana and Trieste, before the construction of the railroads  

A larger, decoratively coloured map without an imprint or a signature, shows the Gouvernement 

Ljubljana and Trieste, before the construction of the railroad. Gubernium or Gouvernement Laibach 

(Ljubljana) existed until  1849 

The map is not signed, possibly because it used the data from contemporary maps, made by large 

Viennese publishers without  

It is possible, that the publisher was Joģef Blaznik (1800ï1872) from Ljubljana. The style of the lines 

around the title, slightly elaborate lettering, as well as the hand colour correspond to his other map, all of 

which were separately published and are rare today.   

Blaznik was running the largest printing press in Ljubljana in the Crain, at the time in Austria, and was 

responsible for publication of all the leading newspapers and important first editions. Maps from the 

Blaznik press are exceedingly rare and not well researched.  

References: OCLC 780581135.  

650 EUR  
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Gebrüder OTT (Brothers OTT), survey and draft ï HELMERICHS, technical drawing and 

writing  

Dioecesis Augustana Jussu Illustrissimi ac Reverendissimi. Domini Domini, DRIS Petri de Hoetzl,. 

Episcopi Augustani anno 1896 delineata 

Augsburg: Sumptibus Cancellariae Episcopalis - München: Meisenbach, Riffarth & Cie. ï 

printers, 1896. 

Colour lithograph, originally dissected on 25 panels and mounted on linen, printed title page mounted 

verso on one of the panels, 118 x 85 cm (46.4 x 33.4 inches) (linen slightly age-toned, tears in the folds 

repaired with modern linen, soft folds in the corners, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

 

A detailed map of the Diocese of Augsburg with a small view of the city was commissioned by Petrus 

Alcantara Hötzl, the bishop of Augsburg from 1895 until 1902.  

The map was printed by a firm Meisenbach, Riffarth & Cie in Munich. In 1882, Georg Meisenbach 

invented a new and expensive photographic technique of Autotypie, a version of halftone, where an 

image is composed from tiny dots in different tones, creating different colour tones. His printing shops in 

Munich and Berlin were by 1900 the most technically progressive in Europe. 

We could find three institutional examples, all in Bavarian libraries (Universitªtsbibliothek Augsburg, 

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Staatliche Bibliothek Passau). 

 

References: OCLC 165079200. Das Bistum Augsburg gestern & heute (bistum-augsburg.de). 

 

350 EUR 
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Kenichi KURIYAGAWA  (1911-1999)  

Sapporo and its Vicinity  

Sapporo: Japan Travel Bureau. Sapporo Branch [s. d., possibly the second half of the 1940s] 

Colour lithograph  53 x 36 cm (inches). verso title and map of the larger area, printed in colour, and 

advertisements (light folds with tiny holes, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A rare ephemeral well-designed map for American GIs was Drafted by Kenichi 

Kuriyagawa, who would later become a famous Japanese poster designer. 

 

A well designed map of Sapporo, Japan with a highly decorative in-set map of the center was drafted by 

a Japanese graphic designer and illustrator Kenichi Kuriyagawa (1911-1999). Marked are the most 

interesting tourist destinations, such as shopping centers, historical buildings and an Enlisted Men's 

Club. The text verso describes the Ainu people as one of the points of interest for the tourists. 

The somehow confusing data information of the map without marked streets is outweighed by a 

interesting tourist destinations, such as shopping centers, historical buildings and an Enlisted Men's 

Club. The text verso describes the Ainu people as one of the points of interest for the tourists. 

The somehow confusing data information of the map without marked streets is outweighed by a 

balanced design and clear lines, made by the brilliant artist Kenichi Kuriyagawa. Kuriyagawa became 

mostly famous for his poster design, combining the modern lines with traditional Japanese motifs and 

colours.  

The map was probably made shortly after WWII. The city was spared of bombing and was considered a 

paradise for the American GIs, stationed in Japan. 

 

420 EUR 
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Alad§r LAYKAUF - Ernº RONA 

Magyarorsz§g vasuti t®rk®pe. Ungarns  

Eisenbahnkarte 

[Railroad Map of Hungary]  

Budapest: Magyar Ćllamvasutak [Hungarian 

Railways] 1936 

Colour lithograph, 64 x 94 cm (25. 2 x 37 inches), 

originally dissected in 16 segments and mounted on 

linen (minor staining, overall in a good clean 

condition).  

 

 

A large colourful clearly designed art-deco railroad 

map of Hungary was published in 1936 to accompany 

a railroad guide for the year titled Magyarország vasúti 

térképe és állomási névjegyzéke (Railway map and 

station list of Hungary). The map concentrates on 

economic railway traffic and customs on the borders. 

The map was published in revised and modernized 

editions from 1920s on, adding and removing the 

gained and lost territories in these turbulent decades 

until the end of WWII. In the 1939 and 1940, Hungary 

gained additional territories in the area of 

Czechoslovakia as a reward from Germany for 

supporting their politics.  

Worldcat does not list any examples of this version. 

 

380 EUR 
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SURVEY OF EGYPT / ROYAL AIR FORCE.  

Cairo to Amman / Cairo-Baghdad Air-Route 1:500,000. 

[Giza:] Survey of Egypt, April 1922. 

Colour off-set print, mounted upon original linen, some contemporary manuscript additions in pencil 

(Very Good, some light wear along old folds, some very minor creasing, and some small light stains, old 

tack marks to corners, but overall clean and bright), 59 x 106.5 cm (23 x 42 inches). 

 

Exceedingly rare - an important and fascinating monument of early aviation history, a 

large format aviatorsô map of the Cairo-Amman course, or western leg, of the famous 

Cairo-Baghdad Air Route, the first rapid mail and passenger service across the Middle 

East, and forerunner to the air route between Britain and India, published in Giza by the 

Survey of Egypt in April 1922, only 9 months after the service commenced. 

 

Following the conclusion of World War I, Britain gained political-military control over a vast realm in 

the Middle East, extending from Egypt (which had been a British Protectorate since 1882), over to the 

east to include Palestine, Transjordan and Iraq.  Considering that Britain also had de facto control over 

southern Persia, this Middle Eastern empire represented the keystone in an uninterrupted imperial 

corridor extending for the Mediterranean to India.  The problem was, however, that travel between Cairo 

and Baghdad was then unbelievably difficult.  While one could travel from Cairo to Jerusalem by either 

rail, or passable (if not entirely comfortable) roads, the route beyond, to the east, towards Amman 

traversed difficult mountain roads, while the 540 miles of desert between Amman and Baghdad, over 

caravan paths, was incredibly arduous, if not downright dangerous.  While short messages could be sent 

almost instantly to any place by telegraph, secret official correspondence, commercial letters, and 

lengthy text had to be physically transported.  At the beginning of 1921, Winston Churchill, then the 

Colonial Secretary, was shocked upon learning that it took at least 28 days for the post to travel from 

London to Baghdad.  Such as delay was hobbling imperial communications ï a solution needed to be 

found.  



  



The new way was to create the first trans-Middle Eastern air mail route.  However, this was easier said 

than done, as while the recent war yielded many improvements to aviation, flying, especially long 

distances, was uncomfortable, technically challenging and hazardous.  Planes had to make frequent stops 

and loaded with cargo they could barely better 60 miles in a single flight.  Also, navigation exclusively 

depended upon a compass, maps and the pilotôs line of vision.  In Europe this was easier, as the heavily 

populated landscape was well mapped, with many easily identifiable landmarks.  However, much of the 

Middle East was sparsely settled and featured vast expanses of desert with few unidentifiable landmarks.  

Moreover, while the Middle East had an advantage, in that it enjoyed clear weather much of the year, 

although the sudden occurrence of sandstorms and violent winds made it less kind to pilots that it would 

first appear.  

The Royal Air Force promptly moved to establish the óCairo-Baghdad Air Routeô, whereby, in addition 

to the existing airfields, aerodromes would be established at regular intervals (usually at markers ranging 

from 20 and 60 miles) between Cairoôs Heliopolis Airport and Baghdadôs Hinaidi Airfield, a distance of 

866 miles.  

The air route would have two distinct parts, the western section, from Cairo to Amman (being 334 

miles), would fly over relatively well-trodden territory, with coastlines, railroads and many major roads 

providing conspicuous navigational markers, while ample aerodromes already serviced the course.  

However, the 532-mile long route form Amman to Baghdad crossed the hard and relatively nondescript 

Basalt and Syrian Deserts, providing few good navigational markers and few landing grounds along the 

route.  To enable flight across this nearly empty space, Major A.L. Holt and his team created a bold track 

across the desert that could be easily seen from planes.  They also constructed 26 regular and emergency 

landing strips across the course. 

The Cairo-Baghdad Air Route was inaugurated on June 23, 1921.  The service employed Vickers 

Vernon aircraft, which flew at a cruising altitude of 7-9,000 feet and a speed 75 miles per hour, such that 

the full trip required 12 hours of airtime.  The flights carried the post and special cargo, and sometimes a 

small number of passengers (usually senior military officers or civil servants), although weight limits 

were a major issue.  The route established by the mail service was also used by military aircraft, greatly 

improving the RAFôs coverage of the greater region.  

The air route was a tremendous success, as it allowed mail to travel from London to Baghdad in only 

nine days, while one could travel from Cairo to the Iraqi capital in only a couple days, so revolutionizing 

imperial communications.  

In 1926, the RAF transferred the operation of the Cairo-Baghdad route to Imperial Airways, a private 

enterprise that was the original ancestor of todayôs British Airways.  Imperial employed the much faster 

and greater load-bearing De Havilland Hercules planes, which eventually allowed the route to be 

expanded to Basra and on to India, forming one of the main lifelines of global aviation and 

communications. 

 

The Present Map in Focus 

The present large, bright and attractive map is a section (being Sheet 1) of a three-part series of maps 

depicting the entire Cairo-Baghdad Air Route, commissioned by the Royal Air Force and published in 

Giza by the Survey of Egypt, in April 1922, only nine months after the route was inaugurated.  It depicts 

the distinct western course of the route, from Cairo to Amman, and would likely have been issued both 

separately and as part of the full three map set.  Indeed, there would perhaps have been cases where 

certain individuals would only have an interest in the Cairo-Amman corridor, so would only order the 

present sheet.  

The mapôs coverage extends from the Pyramids of Giza (a major navigational maker), and over Cairo, 

and then east-northeast over the Suez Canal, the northern Sinai, southern Palestine, and then over 

Jerusalem, the Jordan Valley and then finally to Amman (where on the map the commencement of Sheet 

2 is marked), with the Cairo-Baghdad Air Route clearly represented by a red line.  The ónoteô, in the 

lower right corner explains the symbols employed upon the map.  Areas coloured green are cultivated, 

notably comprising the Nile Delta and Palestineôs coastal plain), while lands shaded in tan are deserts.  

Each flight segment of the air route is delineated, with the way-posts marked by landing zones (red 

squares for airfields, red circles for aerodromes), with each interval marked with its length in miles, as 

well as the distances of each landing zone from both Cairo and Baghdad.  Importantly, the map marks 

railways, roads, and canals, which were all vital navigational markers; while the elevations of airfields in 

the mountains (ex. Jerusalem, Amman are given in metres.  Over Palestine is a compass showing the 

current magnetic variation, while in the lower left is a óTable of Air-Distancesô giving the mileages 

between all major points along the western segment, plus Baghdad; to its right is another table providing 

óGround-Distancesô. 

The map provides all of the information essential to guide a flight path between Cairo and Amman, and 

the various points in between.  It would have been used by both RAF pilots both on the mail route, as 

well as pursuing various other duties, such as reconnaissance flights.  The present example of the map 

features some manuscript additions of features (villages, railways), as well as basic mathematical sums, 

indicating that it was contemporarily used in the field.  Examples of the map would also have been used 

by RAF planners, and the size and format of the map suggests that it would have been ideal to hang up 

on the wall of an RAF HQ or aerodrome office (the present example has contemporary tack marks to the 

corners!). 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is extremely rare.  We can trace only a single institutional example, held as part of the 

complete 3-sheet set of the Cairo-Baghdad Air Route, by the Royal Geographical Society (London).  The 

great rarity of the map is due the fact that only very few examples were issued, while extensive field use 

ensured an extremely low survival rate.  

 

References: Royal Geographical Society: mr Asia S.145; American Geographical Society, 

Geographical Review, vol. 23 (1933), p. 59; Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen, Anstalt 70 

(1924), p. 60. 

 

1.400 EUR 
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Various Authors (see the description). Mary  MELLOR, editor; Madeleine LEMAIRE , née Coll 

(1845 ï 1928), author of the drafts for the hand-coloured stenciled ornaments.  

 

Pages in®dites sur la femme et la guerre ; livre d'or d®di® avec sa permission ̈ Sa Majest® la reine 

Alexandra ... au profit des orphelins de la guerre en France 

[New Pages on Women and War; Livre D'or Dedicated with Her Permission to Her Majesty 

Queen Alexandra ... For the Benefit Of War Orphans In France] 

Paris: Devambez 1916 

 

Large 4°. [4 pp.] blank, original front wrapper with black gold and silver lettering and ornaments, 211 

pp. printed text and facsimiles of manuscripts, with one page with hand-coloured stenciled roses, [4 pp.], 

original back wrapper, [4 pp.] blank, illustrated frontispiece with guards, interleaved portrait if queen 

Alexandra with hand-coloured stenciled roses in margins, with guards, interleaved 31 bland and white 

and colour mounted images with guards. Red crushed Morocco with gilt debossed monograms and royal 

insignia, spine with raised bands and gilt decoration and lettering, portrait of queen Alexandra on front 

doublure, Moir® (ñwateredò) silk free endpapers, 7 dark red silk loops attached to various chapters, gilt 

edges. Original signature and number by the editor on the bottom of the second page. 

(minor scuffing to the corners of the binding, crack in the upper part of the front joint, silk free 

endpapers partly detached from the paper with tiny tears, front silk endpaper with light water-staining in 

the upper part). 

 

A luxurious publication, dedicated to the working women of WWI, with contributions by 

the public figures from all over the world, comes from the library of Alexandra of 

Denmark, Queen of the United Kingdom and the British Dominions and Empress of 

India, to whom the project is dedicated. Our book is one of the 25 examples printed on 

the luxury Japanese paper and is signed by the editor Mary Mellor.   



  



This luxurious book with 33 images and texts by 102 authors from all over the world is a result of an 

ambitious project by Mary Mellor on the women, involved in WWI. The project was made under a 

patronage of 37 women, mostly with noble titles, and 18 men.  

The book is dedicated to queen Alexandra of Denmark (1844-1925), Queen of the United Kingdom and 

the British Dominions and Empress of India from 1901 to 1910. The money from the sale went to a 

charity for the orphans of the war.  

The work was printed in 1000 examples on Rives wove paper and in 25 examples on imperial Japanese 

paper.  

Our example is from the special series of 25 

books on Japanese paper. It is hand-numbered 

with 16 and hand-signed by the editor Mary 

Mellor on the bottom of the second page. The 

binding with royal insignia and a portrait 

suggests, that the example belonged to queen 

Alexandraôs library.  

 

The Authors 

For the project the editor Mary Mellior, herself 

actively involved in the war, addressed dozens 

of influential authors, artists, diplomats and 

noblemen and noble women from all over the 

world to write their short attributions on the 

subject of the role of the women in the war. The 

result was this magnificent collage of thoughts, 

short stories, poems and sheet music by some 

of most famous personalities of the beginning 

of the 20th century, which were published as 

transcriptions or facsimiles of the manuscripts.  

The authors, including 30 women and 92 men, 

who participated their texts for this project in 

French and English language, came among 

others from France, England, United States, 

Canada and Russia. 

Among the names, which contributed texts, 

poems and songs in forms of letters for this 

book are: 

- Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865 ï1936), 

an English author,  

- Auguste Rodin (1840 ï1917), a French 

sculptor, 

- Robert de Montesquiou (1855 ï 1921), a French dandy, 

- Jerome Klapka Jerome (1859 ï 1927), an English author, 

- Marcel Prévost (1862 ï 1941), a French author 

- Pierre Loti (1850 ï 1923), a French novelist, 

- Robert BadenïPowell (1857 ï 1941), the founder of the Scout movement,  

- Juliette Adam (1836 ï 1936), a French author and feminist, 

- Lena Ashwell (1872 ï 1957), a British actress, who was first to organize largeïscale 

entertainment for troops, 

- Gertrude Atherton (1857 ï1948), an American author,  

- Mary Mackay (nom de plume Marie Corelli, 1855 ï 1924), an English novelist,  

- Grace Julia Parker Drummond (1860 ï 1942), a Canadian clubwoman and philanthropist, 

- AnneïMarie Gleason Huguenin (1875ï1943), 

an Canadian writer, journalist and editor, 

- Maria Vérone (1874ï1938), a French feminist 

and suffragist, 

- Annie Vivanti  (1866 ï 1942), a Britishïborn 

Italian writer, 

- Alfred Lévy (1840 ï1919), a Chief Rabbi of 

France immediately before and during World 

War I, 

- Milenko R. Vesniĺ (1863 ï 1921), a Serbian 

diplomat,  

- Henry Jackson van Dyke Jr.  (1852 ï 1933), 

an American author and diplomat,  

- Paul Adam (1862 ï 1920), a French novelist 

- and several other female and male authors, 

actors, opera singers, diplomats etc.  

 

The stenciled hand-made ornaments in the 

shape of roses on the title page and in the 

margins of the portrait of queen Alexandra 

were drafted by Madeleine Lemaire (1845 ï 

1928), a French painter of genres and flowers. 

She was called the Empress of the Roses by the 

French dandy Robert de Montesquiou.  

 

 

References : OCLC 465033743, 14060232 

(some on microfilms), 457625150  

 

                                                                                           4.500 EUR 
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George Robert ABERIGH-MACKAY (1848 - 1881). 

The Princeôs Guide Book. The Times of India Handbook of Hindustan. Being a Short Account of the 

Geography, History, Present Administration, Native States, Sports, and Places of Interest in India. 

Bombay: Published by the Times of India Office, 1875.  

Large 8° (22 x 14.5 cm): x, 225 pp., xvii pp. (advertisements, including a full page illustration on p. xvi), 

plus 1 folding lithographed map with original outline hand colour (37 x 32.5 cm) located before title, 

bound in original forest green cloth with blind-stamped designs, gilt title to front cover and gilt design to 

back cover (Excellent condition, overall clean and crisp, just a few light spots to preliminary leaves and 

map, only missing the front free endpaper, binding in unusually fine state of preservation with only the 

lightest edgewear).   

 

Rare - a highly engaging travel guide and overview of the Indian Subcontinent written by 

George Aberigh-Mackay, one of Indiaôs most talented popular authors, illustrated with a 

map and a view of the Times of India publishing house, written in honor of the upcoming 

visit to India of Albert Edward, Prince of Wales (the future King-Emperor Edward VII), 

and in anticipation of the travel boom inspired by that event, published in Bombay - a 

stellar example in unusually fine condition. 

  


