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ANSWERS TO THE MOST COMMON QUESTIONS 
 

 

 

- We offer worldwide free shipping. 

- We cover the customs fees, provide all the paperwork and deal with the customs. We send outside the 

EU daily and we are used to taking over the control of exporting and importing.  

- For all the manuscripts, ordered from outside the EU, please give us approximately 10 days to deal 

with the additional paperwork. 

- We offer a 20% institutional discount.  

- We offer original researches and high resolution scans of our maps and prints, which we are happy to 

forward to the buyers and researchers on request. 

- For any questions, please e-mail us at: antiquariat@pahor.de. 

Stay safe, 

Daġa & Alex 

 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS IN THE TIME OF COVID -19: 

We continue working from our offices in an uninterrupted fashion and are available for all questions and 

orders per e-mail and telephone. 

We ship orders daily per Fedex free of charge, as usually. Most deliveries have proceeded normally, 

however there are sometimes delays of a few days to some parcels. 

 

SPECIAL NOTE FOR THE INSTITUTIONS AND CLIENTS, WHO CAN NOT RECEIVE 

PARCELS AT THE MOMENT:  

We would be happy to take your orders even if you can not receive mail or process the invoices at the 

moment. We will reserve the items for you and forward the parcels with the invoices once your institution 

reopens.  
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1. QUEEN VICTORIA 

ETCHING  

AUTOGRAPH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUEEN VICTORIA, Queen of the United Kingdom (1819-1901) 

Ada 

[Windsor Castle:] [September] 1840 

Etching on India laid paper, platemark: 12,5 x 8 cm (4.9 x 3.1 inches), sheet: 22 x 14 cm (8.7 x 5.5 

inches), mounted on a 19th century blue sheet, 32 x 26 cm (12.6 x 10.2 inches) (minor foxing, light dent 

in the left margin, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

One of the first etchings made by Queen Victoria and representing her niece. With 

original signature of the Queen, possibly given by the author to her step-sister Feodora of 

Leiningen 

 

The etching of a young girl was made by Queen Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom (1819-1901) 

and represents her niece Adelheid of Hohenlohe-Langenburg (1825-1900) - Ada, a daughter of the 

queenôs older step-sister Feodora of Leiningen. The print is titled Ada and signed by the queen in the 

lower left margin.  

Queen Victoria, a keen and talented artist, whose numberless sketches are preserved in institutions and 

private collections, made a drawing of her beloved four year old niece, when Adelheid visited her 

famous aunt together with her mother and siblings, in September of 1840.   

It was exactly at that time, that Victoria and her husband Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, also 

an amateur artist and enthusiast for technology, took up a new hobby ï printmaking. Printmaking was a 

fashionable hobby by several noble women of the 18th and 19th centuries. It is known, that engravings 

have been made by Madame de Pompadour, Christine, princess of Braunschweig-Wolfenbuttel (1715-

1797), the wife of Frederick the Great and Maria Anna of Austria (1738-1789), who became a member  



of the Imperial Academy (Judith K. Brodsky, Judith K. Brodsky, In: Art Journal , Summer, 1976, Vol. 

35, No. 4 (Summer, 1976), pp. 374-377).  

The first etchings by queen Victoria and prince consort Albert were made under the guidance of the 

painter Sir George Hayter (1792 ï 1871) and later ones with an assistance of Queen Victoria's dresser, 

Marianne Skerrett. The royal couple presented the prints to the closer family members and friends.  

The original sketch for our etching is dated September 4th and is preserved at the Royal Collection Trust 

(347600-1355409090.jpg (600×500) (rct.uk)).  

This etching comes form a collection of portraits and views, collected by a German noble family 

Hohenlohe-Langenburg in the 19th century and mounted on colour sheets of the same size. In 1828, 

Queen Victoriaôs older step-sister Feodora of Leiningen married Ernst I, Prince of Hohenlohe-

Langenburg and in 1835 their daughter Adelheid ï Ada was born.  

It is possible, that this etching, personally signed and titled by the queen, was given as a souvenir to her 

sister in the time of Feodoraôs visit to London in September 1840.  

 

References: Aydua H Scott-Elliot , The Etchings by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, In:  Bulletin of 

the New York Public Library, Volume 65, 1961, pp. 139-153. 
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2. CHINA - SHANDONG PROVINCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert -Auguste FAUVEL (1851 - 1909). 

Province du Shantung, Chine par A.A. Fauvel. 

Paris: Erhard Frères for Lanée, Éditeur-Géographie, 1876. 

 

Colour lithograph with original outline hand colour, dissected into 21 sections and mounted upon original 

linen, folding into original red cloth covers, with extensive neat contemporary manuscript additions in 

pencil and coloured crayon, the authorôs ownership inscription in pen to inside of front cover, ñA.A. 

Fauvel, Shanghai, 1879ò, plus a page of academic notes pasted to inside of front cover (Very Good, map 

clean and bright, just some minor toning mostly along folds, covers with minor edge-wear), 76 x 118 cm 

(29.9 x 46.4 inches). 

 

Extremely rare ï a unique example of the finest 19th Century map of Chinaôs Shandong 

Province, made by the French intellectual-adventurer Albert-Auguste Fauvel, in lovely 

design and colour, it showcases the provinceôs topography, infrastructure and economy 

just as its society was opening to world ï Fauvelôs personal example of the map, with his 

extensive manuscript additions.   

 

The present map showcases Shandong Province early in the period when Europeans opened the region up 

to international trade, but before it was radically altered by the large-scale urbanization and 

industrialization that commenced in the 1890s.  Shandong, which attained its modern form around the time 

of the Ming-Qing changeover in 1644, was traditionally a relatively affluent region, with a moderate  



  



climate and a strategic location on a peninsula guarding the southern approaches to the Bohai Gulf, the 

maritime gateway towards Beijing.  Its economy was traditionally based upon agriculture (notably soy, 

fruits and silk) and some mining, while the generally small coastal ports made their living from the 

fisheries and intracoastal trade.  It could be said that Shandong up to the mid-19th century, was a rather 

sleepy, rural part the empire; however, that was soon to change. 

The Treaty of Tianjin (1858), which China signed under duress during the Second Opium War, compelled 

the Middle Kingdom to open up a number of harbours to Western trade, as ótreaty portsô.  The only treaty 

port opened in Shandong during this period was Chefoo (today part of Yantai), on the peninsulaôs north 

coast.  While hitherto a small fishing port, in 1861 the city became and active international entrepôt, with 

brisk trade running through its famed customs house.  Soon Britain and sixteen other foreign powers had 

consulates in Chefoo, while its downtown streets, increasingly lined with Western style buildings, buzzed 

with Europeans, Americans and Japanese residents and visitors.  Yet, much of the rest of the province 

remained in its traditional rural form until at least the late 1890s.   

In 1898, Germany compelled the ailing Qing regime to lease them óTsingtauô (Qingdao) as their sovereign 

treaty port, and this small, sleepy fishing town was soon built into a major international port.  Germany 

soon established itself as the dominant political and economic force in Shandong, leading to significant 

industrialization and urbanization.  Meanwhile, Chefoo boomed, while in 1898, Britain established 

Weiwei as a treaty port, which they called óPort Edwardô.  These developments created the foundation of 

modern Shandong.  

Enter Albert-August Fauvel, a brilliant and intellectually curious twenty-something customs officer 

working out of the customs house in Chefoo.  Based there for 5 years, from 1872 to 1877, Fauvel became 

fascinated with the region, and fluent in Mandarin, exploring the province to understand its history, culture, 

economy, geography and flora and fauna, resulting in several published works of great merit, of which the 

present map is perhaps the most impressive. 

The present work is a bilingual (Chinese-French), large, beautifully designed and content rich production 

that is certainly the finest general map of Shandong made during the 19th Century.  The entire province 

unfolds from the peninsula region, in the west, to the east and the Grand Canal of China.  All the provinceôs 

departments are outlined in their own attractive hues, while areas of elevation are expressed by hachures, 

while the coastlines and rivers are carefully charted.  The map features extensive notes on the qualities of 

the land and map provides highly detailed information on the locations of mineral resources (gold, silver, 

copper, iron, amethyst, salt, etc., sometimes noting whether the designations are óspeculativeô of 

óexploitedô), and certain agricultural cash crops (mulberry and oak silk, cotton).  

The legend, óSignes Conventionnelsô, in the lower right corner, explains the symbols used on the map for 

the provincial capital; departmental seats; 2nd class walled cities; district seats; market towns; villages; 

post offices; old signal towers or forts; political boundaries; imperial post roads; other roads passible for 

carts; roads only passible by horses; locks on the Great Canal; bridges; and unsurveyed coastlines (dashed 

liens).  The map also shows the routes of shipping lines, including their destinations and frequency.  

óChefooô can be soon on the north coast, while the provincial capital óChi nan Fuô (Jinan), is in the eastern 

interior.  Curiously, Qingdao, which is today a great city, appears here as the small fishing port of óChing 

taoô.   

In the upper left corner, is the detailed óPlan de Chedoo dôaprès W.C. Howardô, showing the town to 

occupy a small peninsula, and delineating its streets.  The key labels 22 sites of interest, including named 

churches, consulates, commercial warehouses, social clubs and the customs house (where Fauvel worked).  

Latitude and longitude readings are said to be taken from the findings of the German Commission that 

observed the Transit of Venus in Chefoo on December 9, 1874. 

In the lower right corner is the óPlan de Chefoo ou Yentai dôapr¯s e plan de lôamiraut® anglaisô, which 

shows the general Chefoo area, with the town proper confusingly named óYentaiô (today the 

name of the metropolitan city that occupies the area), with Chefoo technically referring the tiny 

village by the bluff across the harbour. 

In the upper right corner is a chart óVocablulaire géographiqueô, which translates Chinese 

geographical terms into French. 

The map is dedicated, in the upper left quadrant, to Robert Hart, Fauvelôs boss, who amazingly served as 

the Inspector General of Chinaôs Imperial Maritime Customs authority for almost half a century, from 

1863 to 1911. 

Fauvel lists his sources below the title: óDóapres la Carte du P. Duhalde 1711; Les Cartes des Admirautés 

Française, Anglaise et Americaine; La Carte du Fleuve Jaune par Ney Elias 1868; Les Annales Chinoises 

de Shantung et plusieurs cartes Chinoises; La Carte manuscrite du Rd. Dr. Williamson pour les routes et 

les minérauxô. 

 

Fauvelôs Personal Example of his Own Map 

Significantly, this is Albert-Auguste Fauvelôs personal copy of his own map, and one which he retained, 

consulted and heavily annotated for many years after its publication.  The map features the mapmakerôs 

inscription in pen, ñA.A. Fauvel, Shanghai, 1879ò, on the front cover, while below is pasted a page with 

some of the authorôs academic manuscript notes relating to Ferdinand Freiherr von Richthofenôs China. 

Ergebnisse eigener Reisen und darauf gegründeter Studien (1877-85), a classic work. 

While Fauvel ceased to reside in Shandong in 1877, he subsequently visited the province many times 

(including for a long duration in 1890) and maintained a keen interest in its development for the rest of his 

life.  The map features Fauvelôs extensive manuscript additions and corrections that seem to have been 

added gradually over the period of around 25 years. 

Notably, the map traces Shandongôs railway system, in lines of coloured crayon.  The network had its 

genesis in the Schantung Eisenbahn (Shantung Railway), which was built by a German concern between 

1899 and 1904, and which ran from Qingdao to Jinan.  Fauvel also traces the spurs that were soon 

developed from this line, which gave Shandong excellent railway coverage.  Fauvel, as a logistics expert, 

was heavily interested in this subject and he published articles about railroads in China.  

The map demarcates, in orange crayon, the limits of the German sovereign zone around Jiaozhou Bay, laid 

out in 1898, that included Tsingtau (Qingdao).  Also, shaded in orange crayon, is the territory of the British 



treaty port of Weihaiwei (Weiwei), which was leased by Britain in 1898, as well as the line running across 

the tip of the peninsula that delimits the zone of British influence beyond its sovereign enclave. 

Elsewhere, there are numerous corrections and elaborations to place names and the qualities of the land, 

in pencil or in neat black pen, likely added by Fauvel as he received improved geographic intelligence.  

 

A Note on Rarity 

The map is extremely rare.  We can trace only 2 institutional examples, held by the Sorbonne Université 

and National Library of Australia.  Were aware of only a single example as having appeared on the market 

in the last 30 years, which is the same example now held by the National Library of Australia.   

 

Albert -Auguste Fauvel: A Brilliant and Versatile Adventurer-Scholar 

The French mariner and adventurer Albert-Auguste Fauvel (1851 - 1909) was an extraordinarily brilliant 

and versatile scholar who made great contributions in a wide variety of fields; he was a cartographer, 

historian, geographer, naturalist, ethnographer and logistics expert, as well as being responsible for shrewd 

analysis of matters of commerce, law, politics and military affairs.  While highly regarded in niche fields, 

Fauvel is someone who deserves to be much better known today.   

Fauvel was born in the port of Cherbourg, the son of a naval officer, August Fauvel.  He got the travel bug 

early, as his father regaled him with stories of his missions; August notably participated in Ludovic de 

Beauvouir and the Duc de Penthi¯vreôs voyage around the world (1865-7).   

Albert-Auguste joined the French Navy and was generally posted in the Far East.  While he enjoyed life 

at sea, he was forced to leave the service due to his poor eyesight.  Fortunately, he learned to speak and 

read Chinese with remarkable speed and virtuosity, and this allowed him to receive a posting with the 

Chinaôs Imperial Maritime Customs Service (IMCS).   

Fauvel was posted to the port of Chefoo (Yantai), in Shandong Province, where he arrived in December 

1872.  He immediately fell in love with the place and found the time to extensively explore the province, 

which while oft visited by Westerners had seldom been properly studied, at least in the scientific sense.  

He traveled the countryside, engaging with its people, taking notes of its topography and monuments, and 

gathering samples of flora and fauna, recording his findings in numerous notebooks.  His explorations 

were aided by his gregarious nature, he seemed to be able to form a connection with almost everyone he 

met.  

Fauvel was a voracious reader and workaholic, who at night, after his day job, would spend many hours 

writing treatises on a variety of subjects, to be published as either academic articles or stand-alone books.  

While he was self-educated, he had a remarkable ability to comprehend complex scientific subjects and to 

master the right terminology, such that his works seem as if they were written by a veteran professor, not 

a customs officer.  

  



Fauvel published a series of works on Shantung, which are today considered seminal accounts of the 

contemporary region, notably The Province of Shantung: its Geography, Natural History, &c. (Hong 

Kong, 1875); The Wild Silk-worms of the Province of Shan-tung (Hong Kong, 1877) and, of course, the 

present map. 

Regarded by scientists to be perhaps Fauvelôs finest work, was his pioneering study of the Chinese 

alligator, Alligators in China: Their History, Description & Identification (Shanghai, 1879), still 

considered to be one of the great moments of herpetology in the Far East.  

In 1877, while remaining in the employ of the IMCA, Fauvel moved to Shanghai, and then to Hankou.  In 

1884, he left the customs authority and took a posting as a senior logistics specialist for the La Compagnie 

des messageries maritimes (MM) shipping firm.  From that point on, he spent the rest of his live traveling 

all around the Indian Ocean and the Far East, spending significant amounts of time in various ports, 

including Bombay, Singapore, Hong Kong and Shanghai.  He published literally dozens of academic 

articles in prestigious journals throughout Europe and Asia, on a wide variety of subjects, ranging from 

the Chinese Railway service to diamonds to óa sweet-smelling fungusô and the Russo-Japanese War.  Far 

from being an armchair amateur, all Fauvelôs articles were based upon firsthand experiences, augmented 

by his skilled analysis. 

Fauvel spent a great deal of time in the Seychelles, a place for which he developed a particular passion.  

He befriended all the islandsô leading personalities and delved into its history and natural wonders.  He 

notably conducted an in-depth study of the Coco de Mer (Lodoicea), or giant sea coconut, a much beloved 

fruit (weighing between 15 and 30 kg!) endemic to the Seychelles.   

Of great importance, Fauvel used his contacts in France to obtain copies of the seminal manuscript 

documents relating to the history of the Seychelles from the period when it was a French colony (1742 - 

1810), sources that had never been seriously studied.  He also embarked upon the first investigation of the 

historical mapping of the islands, creating the first carto-bibliography of the Seychelles.  This led the 

Governor of the Seychelles to sponsor the publication of Unpublished Documents on the History of the 

Seychelles Islands anterior to 1810é (Mahé, Seychelles, 1909), which is today considered to be a 

foundational work in the history of the islands.  

In 1909, Fauvelôs health was worn down by four decades of constant travel, and he returned to his family 

home in Cherbourg.  There he died peacefully, and while only 57 years of age, it is fair to say that he lived 

the experiences of many lifetimes.  

 

References: Sorbonne Université: Car 1823; National Library of Australia: MAP RM 5191; OCLC: 

1246246204, 495276415; Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society and Monthly Record of 

Geography, vol.1 (1879), p. 90. 
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3. SEYCHELLES ς MAHE ISLAND - VICTORIA   

MAURITIUS IMPRINT 

PLANTATION ECONOMIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S.B. HOBBS, Island Surveyor. 

Map of the Island of Mahé Seychelles made in accordance with Ordinance No 7 of 1898. Based on 

survey by Commander Balfour HMS Stork 1890 and showing the principal landed properties as 

compiled from various plans and other sources and laid down by Traverse of Roads and Paths, by S.B. 

Hobbs, Island Surveyor 27th Sept 1900. 

Port Louis, Mauritius: L. Pombart for the Central Printing Establishment, 1900. 

 

Lithograph in black, brown and red with original hand colour, on 2 joined sheets, mounted upon original 

linen, with contemporary manuscript annotations in pencil (Excellent condition, clean and bright, just 

some light wear along old folds and old tack marks to margins, minor foxing, mostly visible on linen verso, 

tiny pin holes with very light rusty circles in margins), 98 x 68 cm (38.6 x 26.7 inches). 

 

Exceedingly rare ï the first accurate, comprehensive map of Mahé, the principal island of 

the Seychelles, it depicts its topography, settlement, infrastructure and, most interestingly, 

the cadastral divisions of its named plantations in unprecedented detail, drafted by S.B. 

Hobbs, the island surveyor, from the best official sources, it appeared on the eve of the 

Seychelles gaining its distinct political identity, as separate crown colony, beautifully 

lithographed in Mauritius ï the present example from the personal papers of Albert-

Auguste Favell, the French intellectual-adventurer who was the first person to seriously 

study the cartographic history of the Seychelles.  



  



This is the first accurate and detailed map of Mahé, the principal island of the Seychelles, and is certainly 

the finest map ever made of that subject.  It was drafted in 1900 by S.B Hobbs, the island surveyor, from 

the best official sources, and shows the island in exacting detail noting all elements of its topography, 

settlement and infrastructure, while its unprecedented rendering of the cadastral divisions of its named 

plantations makes it a truly valuable historical resource.  A large-format work, beautifully colour 

lithographed, with additional original hand colouring, the map was published in Mauritius, and it is one of 

the most spectacular cartographic works ever to have been issued on any of the Indian Ocean Islands.  The 

map appeared during a time of renewed confidence, as the Seychelles was on the verge of gaining its 

distinct political identity for the first time, as it would become crown colony only three years later.  

Mahé appears in resplendent colour, to the ultra large scale of 3,000 feet to the inch, with its hilly landscape 

expressed by gentle shading, and its indented shorelines outlined in bright blue, while every one of the 

islandôs numerous ólanded propertiesô is named, with their property lines clearly delineated, and 

distinguished by a variety of attractive pastel colours.   

One will notice that the names of the plantations (as well as the names of topographical features) 

throughout the island are overwhelmingly French, this being the legacy of Franceôs effort to create a 

tropical slave plantation economy on Mahé during the second half of the 18th century.  While the British 

took over the island in 1814, most of the French landowners remained, with their traditional privileges and 

lands intact, and even almost a century later the Gallic sprit still prevailed.   

While slavery was abolished in the 1830s, the islandôs economy and social structure still very much 

depended upon its plantations, which yielded a variety of produce, of which cocoanuts had become the 

most important crop during the 19th century.  As noted in the óSymbols and Abbreviationsô, lands named 

in capitals are of the properties that were originally granted by the French crown, while the others were 

created subsequently.  Also noted are acronyms designating whether the estates are óSmall propertiesô or 

are composed of óNumerousô or Severalô properties. 

The capital of the Seychelles, Victoria, appears in the northeast, by it natural harbour, which is guarded by 

a beaming light.  The map details its street plan, and labels key sites, such as óGovôt houseô, the long 

óVictoria Pierô, the óHospitalô and óLe Chantierô, where ships were repaired.   

The road network, represented by red lines, is shown to snake around the island, with milestones marked 

in Roman numerals, while paths are also delineated.  The óSymbols and Abbreviationsô also identify the 

signs for óRoman Catholicô and Anglican churches, as well as police stations. 

S.B. Hobbs, of whom we could find little information, worked in Mahéôs surveying office for a 

considerable time.  He is listed as the Assistant Island Surveyor in 1881, but subsequently got the top job.  

He was responsible for making and recording cadastral surveys across the Mahé, so would have been the 

ideal person to create the present map.  The coastlines are taken from advanced trigonometric surveys 

executed by the crew of the HMS Stork, under Commander Andrew Francis Balfour, in 1890.  Hobbs then 

would have carefully applied the cadastral information onto this template, surely taking his own 

measurements in order to correct for any errors, so creating a highly accurate and thorough picture.  

It was logical that the present map was published in Port Louis, as until 1903, the Seychelles was governed 

from Mauritius.  While works had been printed in Mauritius for some decades, the publication of such a 

large and finely lithographed map would have been an especially ambitious project.  

In sum, the map provides an unrivalled record of Mahé from when it still maintained its traditional 

plantation-era form, and just before the Seychelles gained an element of self-determination upon becoming 

a separate crown colony.  It is thus a valuable resource for researchers, not only for those speciating in the 

Seychelles, but in the fields of plantation economies and the Indian Ocean in general.  

 

Provenance: Seychellesô First Carto-bibliographer  

The present example of the map comes from the personal papers of Albert-Auguste Fauvel (1851 - 1909), 

a French mariner and adventurer who was an extraordinarily brilliant and versatile scholar.  He made great 

contributions in a wide variety of fields; he was a cartographer, historian, geographer, naturalist, 

ethnographer and logistics expert, as well as being responsible for shrewd analysis of matters of commerce, 

law, politics and military affairs.   

While primarily known for his writings on China, Fauvel spent a great deal of time in the Seychelles, a 

place for which he developed a particular passion.  He befriended all the islandsô leading personalities and 

delved into its history and natural wonders.  He notably conducted an in-depth study of the Coco de Mer 

(Lodoicea), or giant sea coconut, a much beloved fruit (weighing between 15 and 30 kg!) endemic to the 

Seychelles.   

Of great importance, Fauvel used his contacts in France to obtain copies of the seminal manuscript 

documents relating to the history of the Seychelles from the period when it was a French colony, sources 

that had never been seriously studied.  He also embarked upon the first investigation of the historical 

mapping of the islands, creating the first carto-bibliography of the Seychelles.  This led the Governor of 

the Seychelles to sponsor the publication of Unpublished Documents on the History of the Seychelles 

Islands anterior to 1810é (Mahé, Seychelles, 1909), which includes his carto-bibliography and is today 

considered to be a foundational work in the history of the islands.  

The manuscript notes, in pencil, on the present map appear to be in Fauvelôs hand and seem to be part of 

an attempt to trace the movements of Lazare Picault, a French mariner who led an expedition to Mahé in 

1742. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The map is exceedingly rare, like many Mauritius imprints.  It would have been issued in only a very small 

print run, and the mapôs large size and regionôs tropical climate would have led to a very low survival rate. 

We can definitively trace only a single institutional example, held by the British Library, although it is 

catalogued as having an imprint reading: óPort Louis, Mauritius: Archives Office, 1901ô; we are not sure 

if this is the same issue as the present edition, or if it is a second edition.  The National Archives U.K. once 

possessed an example, but it is today thought lost and is recorded as ñMissing at Transferò. 



Beyond that, are aware of an example held in a private collection, while an example appeared at Christieôs 

in 2004.  

 

References: British Library: Maps 69490.(2.), OCLC: 556489883; FAUVEL, Albert-Auguste, Seychelles. 

Unpublished Documents on the History of the Seychelles Islandsé together with a 

CartographyéPublished by Order of the Governor of Seychelles (Mahé: Government Printing Office, 

1909), p. 19; Jean-Louis GUEBOURG, Les Seychelles (2004), p. 55; J.C.D. LAWRENCE, Note on a Visit 

to the Republic of Seychelles (1979), p. 4; A.C. McEWAN, Land Survey and Land Registration in 

Seychelles (1961), p. 35; The Seychelles Law Reports, vol. I (1936), p. 107. 
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       4. IRAQ - WORLD WAR I MESOPOTAMIAN CAMPAIGN 

BAGHDAD ς SUNNI TRIANGLE ς KHANAQIN 

MINI-ARCHIVE OF MAPS PRINTED IN THE FIELD BY 

INDIAN ARMY ENGINEERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIAN ARMY, 3 rd CORPS. 

[Six Map Sheets collectively covering Baghdad, Ctesiphon, Baqubah, Ramadi, Tikrit, Samarra and 

Khanaqin].  

[Iraq, Winter -Spring 1917].  

 

6 maps sheets, all printed from a portable hand-turned press on cheap slightly glossy paper, some with 

original outline hand colour in crayon (Very Good condition, some maps with some wear along old folds 

and minor repaired marginal tears). 

 

A mini-archive of maps made by British Indian Army engineers in Iraq during the World 

War I óMesopotamian Campaignô, created in the Winter-Spring of 1917 from had drafted 

sketches and printed either in the field or at G.H.Q. in Baghdad on portable hand-operated 

presses, made for immediate operational use during the British conquest of Baghdad, the 

óSunni Triangleô, and the oil town of Khanaqin ï incredibly rare ï no other like maps 

traced. 

  



Iraq has forever been the geostrategic keystone of the Middle East, and for this reason conquering the 

country from the Ottoman Empire was one of Britainôs top priorities during World War I.  In what became 

known as the Mesopotamian Campaign, British forces mostly deployed from India, called the 

óMesopotamian Expeditionary Forceô (MEF), were dispatched to invade Iraq early in the war.  

The British-Indian commanders knew that in Iraq, perhaps more than any other theatre in World War I, a 

precise and up-to-date knowledge of the terrain was mission critical.  The landscape in Iraq was highly 

variable, often forbidding and remarkably dynamic, with many places changing dramatically over the 

seasons.  On either side the Euphrates-Tigris water systems, there lay vast deserts, the crossing of which 

was dangerous due to a lack of potable water and the presence of often 

hostile tribes.  The arears amidst the rivers often flooded during the 

winter months, suddenly creating massive lakes and swamps where 

there previously there were none, while the courses of the rivers 

themselves often changed, sometimes dramatically.  Infrastructure 

(roads, bridges, etc.) necessary for military movement were also often 

destroyed, either by accident or intent, rendering many established 

routes impassable.  Not only did the British require accurate maps, but 

they needed to be updated regularly, either from information supplied 

by intelligence or aerial reconnaissance (which was a dangerous 

undertaking).  An imperfect knowledge of the countryside could see 

entire detachments marooned and ambushed, or soldiers starve or die of 

thirst.   

Fortunately, the MEF was as cartographically well prepared as it could 

possibly be, although only the most up-to date geographical intelligence 

could provide true security.  The British relied upon two main sources 

for their directional guidance.   

First, was the Survey of Indiaôs óDegree Sheetô surveys of Iraq and 

Persia, entitled Turkey in Asia and Persia (published in Calcutta, 1912-

5).  Each of the interconnecting sheets covering exactly one degree of 

latitude by one degree of longitude and done to ample scale of 1:253,400 

(1 inch to 4 miles).  The maps were based upon excellent sources, 

including the maps made by explorers, the latest Ottoman and German 

printed materials, as well and the masterly surveys of Sir William 

Willcocks, the world-famous Anglo-Indian irrigation engineer who in 

the years before the war was hired by the Sublime Porte to reorder the 

Euphrates and Tigris water systems to improve agrarian development.  

The Degree Sheets provided their best coverage in Southern and Central 

Iraq and became less accurate as one proceeded north of Baghdad. 

Second, and being the best existing source for Northern Iraq were the 

available sheets from Francis Richard Maunsellôs Eastern Turkey in 

Asia. Scale, 1 : 250,000, or 1.014 inches to 4 miles. Compiled at the 

Intelligence Division, War Office, 50 Sheets (London : Geographical 

Section, General Staff, 1901-1917).  Maunsell was an eccentric and intrepid British spy who was able to 

map large sections of the region, and while his efforts were enormously impressive, the quality of his 

coverage was spotty, as he was unable to map some places as well as others. 

In sum, while these cartographic sources were of very high quality, and were often sufficiently accurate to 

effectively guide operations, as the British-Indian officers were soon to learn, they had many blind spots, 

in part due to recent changes to Iraqôs dynamic landscape.  

In an effort to create the best maps for use in the field, the Indian Army engineers, who travelled as part 

of the MEF, copied the óDegree Sheetô and Maunsell maps (copies of which were often in short supply), 



while often updating the maps with the latest field intelligence.  The resulting maps (exemplified by the 

present archive) were printed from mobile hand-turned presses, and while the print quality was crude, they 

were often the most accurate existing maps of the areas they visited.  In these endeavours, the engineers 

of the 3rd Corps of the Indian Army, whose home base was in ultra-rugged Nagaland, were especially 

effective, and they had extensive experience surveying some of the most difficult terrain in India under 

trying conditions.  

Turning to the military action, the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force had a relatively easy time seizing 

southern Iraq, being most of Basra Vilayet, late in 1914.  This early success proved to be a curse, as it 

made the British high command incredibly overconfident; they severely underestimated the abilities and 

zeal of the Ottoman forces and elected not to give their force the resources their commanders requested.  

After fighting their way against determined resistance up the Tigris basin, in November 1915 the British 

force came within striking distance of Baghdad.  While their commander, Major General Sir Charles 

Townshend, had reservations about trying to take the Iraqi capital, Whitehall desperate to overcome the 

humiliation of that summerôs defeat at Gallipoli, and ordered him to strike Baghdad.  It was also around 

this time that the Indian army engineers noticed some serious inaccuracies with the existing maps, causing 

delays in the movement of their forces. 

An Anglo-Indian force of 11,000 men, supported by two gunboats on 

the Tigris, advanced on the Ottoman trenches at Ctesiphon (also called 

Salman Pak) about 16 miles (26 km) southwest of Baghdad.  During 

what became known as the Battle of Ctesiphon (November 22-25, 

1915), the British forces met an Ottoman army of 18-20,000 men under 

Lieutenant General Nureddin Pasha.  While the British forces managed 

to make some progress against the Ottomanôs forward lines, they were 

soon bogged down in an endless gauntlet or trenches, with the Ottomans 

mounting sortie resistance.  The losses were horrendous, the British 

suffered 4,200 men down, with the Ottoman taking between 6,000 and 

9,000 casualties.  Realizing that they could not clear all the Ottoman 

defences, the British mounted a retreat southward towards Kut al-

Amara, a town strategically located on bend on the Tigris about 40 miles 

(64 km) south east of Ctesiphon, the Ottomans in hot pursuit.  

At what became known as the Siege of Kut (December 7, 1915 to April 

29, 1916), Townshendôs force was entirely encircled by the enemy.  

Despite several British attempts to relieve Kut, after 147 days 

Townshend surrendered.  In what was one of the greatest military 

disasters in British imperial history, only 13,164 of the original 45,000 

British imperial troops survived the siege and the relief attempts, and 

many of the POWs and subsequently died during the ódeath marchô to 

Anatolia that the Ottomans subjected them to.   

Deficiencies in the óDegree Sheetô maps of the Kut vicinity were said to have hindered hinder the British 

rescue operations, although it was not a decisive factor.  

Britain was determined to recover and avenge its defeat, sending massive reinforcements to Mesopotamia 

commanded by a formidable new leader, Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Stanley Maude.  Maude 

launched his campaign in December 1916.  Earning the nickname óSystematic Joeô, he was obsessively 

methodical and patient, leaving no detail or contingency to change, not making a move until his forces 

were as ready as they were ever going to be.  While some at Whitehall were initially impatient with the 

slow speed of Maudeôs advance up the Tigris, he eventually delivered results, winning every altercation 

he fought in Iraq.  

Maudeôs army took Kut on February 23, 1917, gaining not only that key strategic point, but restoring some 

of the British honour lost the year previous.  The road towards Baghdad was now open and Maudeôs army 

benefitted from the geographic intelligence of the area south of Baghdad gained during the aborted advance 

on the city in November 1915, that was featured on the Indian engineersô field-printed maps (See Map 1A 

below). 



Maude, leading 5,000 men, commenced his advance on the Iraqi capital on March 5.  He met the Ottoman 

outer defensive perimeter on March 9, where the Diyala River met the Tigris.  In a brilliant move of 

deception, instead of directly striking the Ottoman positions, Maude swung most of his army north up the 

Diyala, towards Baghdadôs unprotected flank.  Khalil Pasha, the Ottoman commander, who had a total of 

only 25,000 troops to defend the city, fell for the trick and moved his main army north to check the main 

British force, leaving only a single Ottoman regiment at Diyala.  Maude then moved in to crush the 

Ottoman positions at Diyala, and Khalil Pasha, seeing that he could not possibly outmatch Maudeôs main 

force ordered a full retreat to Baghdad.  

Baghdad descended into a scene of utter chaos, as 400 years of Ottoman rule was coming to precipitous 

end.  Khalil Pasha ordered the evacuation of the city at 8 PM of March 10, but the situation was so 

disorderly that as the British marched into the city on March 11; 9,000 Ottoman troops were surprised and 

surrendered.  Maude then proceeded to issue the Baghdad Proclamation which in flowery language 

promised the cityôs residents that ñOur armies do not come into your cities and lands as conquerors or 

enemies, but as liberatorsò.  Baghdad was the first great prize gained by the British in Middle East and is 

fall dramatically altered the history of the entire region for decades to come.  

While the MEF had conquered the majority of Iraq, the northern part of the country, approximating the 

territory of the Ottoman Vilayet of Mosul, remained firmly in the Sultanôs hands.  The British high 

command knew that they had to take Northern Iraq for two reasons.  First, their hold over Baghdad was 

not secure if the enemy controlled the higher lands up the Tigris River.  Second, Northern Iraq was of key 

strategic and economic importance, as it was the nexus between the Levant, Anatolia, Mesopotamia and 

Persia, as well as being rich in petroleum resources; securing physical possession of the region would 

likely ensure that it would remain under British control following any postwar settlement.  

However, prying Northern Iraq from the Ottomans would be a difficult task.  The region was incredibly 

rugged, full of easily defensive positions, and featured many long stretches without adequate water 

supplies.  The Maunsell maps, while helpful in many respects, contained many blind spots, or were 

otherwise not sufficiently up to date.  Without a more precise knowledge of the landscape, MEF forces 

could easily be trapped and ambushed.  

In the spring of 1917, at their new General Headquarters in Baghdad, the British formed the óMap 

Compilation Section G.H.Q.ô, staffed by military cartographers and draftsmen, many with prior experience 

in the Middle East, as well as members of the tried and tested 3rd Corps of the Indian Army.  In some cases, 

the Section benefitted from fresh surveys from aerial or territorial reconnaissance. 

In the early days, the G.H.Q. printed maps from the same crude hand-turned presses as used the field, 

although at some point, in early 1918, advanced photolithographic presses were shipped in for its exclusive 

use.  

The MEFôs operations in Northern Iraq can be divided into three main phases.  The first occurred in the 

spring of 1917, in the immediate wake of the British capture of Baghdad, in which the MEF had to secure 

the countryside to the north and west of the city.  Much of these operations occurred within the óSunni 

Triangleô, a notoriously unruly region the extended from Baghdad up the Tigris as far as Tikrit, and from 

the Iraqi capital up the Euphrates as far as Ramadi.   

The British struck both north and west roughly simultaneously, taking a very strong Ottoman position at 

Mushaidie Railway Station, just north of Baghdad, on March 14 (See Map 1B below); while another force 

captured the Ottoman garrison at Fallujah, on the Euphrates, 35 miles west of Baghdad, on March 19 (See 

Map 2B below).  The following day another MEF detachment took the critical town of Baqubah, on the 

Diyala River, 30 miles northeast of Baghdad (See Map 1B below).  This was followed by the Samarrah 

Offensive (March 13 ï April 23, 1917), upon which the British captured Samarra (See Map 3 below).   

Located about 130 km north-northwest of Baghdad, Samarra was critically the terminus of the partially 

completed Iraqi section of the Baghdad Railway, the planned grand line that was to run from Istanbul to 

Baghdad.  Elsewhere, the British seized the important city of Kirkuk on May 7, located up the Lower Zab 

River, a tributary of the Tigris (Kirkuk was Iraqôs most promising place for oil exploration). 

The second stage mainly concerned securing the Euphrates above Fallujah and the Tigris above Samarra.  

The main object of the Euphrates operations was taking Ramadi, about 62 miles west of Baghdad (See 

Map 2B below).  This proved very difficult; during the First Battle of Ramadi, in July 1917, which was 

fought in extreme heat, the British attack proved clumsy, while the resistance of the large Ottoman garrison 

was spirited.  The British were forced to withdraw, as their salvos proved futile, while many troops fell 

with heat stroke.  During the Second Battles of Ramadi, in September 1917, the British learned their lesson 

and struck when the weather was moderate, rushing the Ottoman positions hard and pinning their troops 

down along the riverbank, so succeeding in taking the town. 

As for the Tigris operation, the main objective was Tikrit, located about 110 miles north of Baghdad, it 

was home to a major Ottoman army base and supplies depot.  Tikrit was also, historically the hometown 

of Salah al-Din, and later Saddam Hussein.  The town fell only after the bloody Battle of Tikrit, on 

November 5, 1917 (See Map 3 below). 

As an offshoot of the second phase, the MEF drove to the far northwest, taking the Kurdish town of 

Khanaqin, near the Persian border (See Map 4 below).  This was viewed as important by the British high 

command as the town anchored one of Iraqôs most promising oil prospecting regions. 

For some months thereafter, the British held defensive positions, for a variety of complicated factors.  

However, by the beginning of October 1918, it became clear that the British would soon gain ultimate 

victory over the Ottomans in World War I.  While it was believed that the Mesopotamian heartlands up to 

just above Baghdad would safely remain under British control following the postwar settlement, the fate 

of Northern Iraq, with all its potential petroleum resources, remained very much up in the air.  If the British 

did not act with alacrity, the region might fall under some kind of postwar Turkish rule or be placed under 

French control.  

In the third stage, the British resolved to drive up the Tigris Valley all the way to Mosul, the possession of 

which would likely guarantee British control over all Northern Iraq in the years following the war.  The 

British had to race against the clock, as any land that they did not hold by the time that the expected 

armistice was called might not be counted in their postwar gains.  

The British then proceeded to methodically fight their way up the Tigris, securing Mosul on November 

10, 1918.  The British conquest of Northern Iraq was consequential, as in the postwar settlement the region 

was placed within the British sphere of control, as part of the puppet state of the Kingdom of Iraq.  While 



the British regime would have considerable difficulty maintaining control of the country, in 1927 a colossal 

oil gusher was discovered at óBaba Gurgurô near Kirkuk, thus establishing Iraq as a major petroleum 

power, so redefining the political and economic destiny of the Middle East for generations.  

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) led to the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and made Iraq into a British-

controlled mandate (essentially a protectorate).  The Turkish Petroleum Company ramped up its 

exploration ventures, discovering the massive Kirkuk fields in 1927.  Renamed the Iraq Petroleum 

Company in 1929, the firm went on to discover many new oil fields, including in the Basra region.  While 

Iraq technically became independent in 1932, Britain continued to dominate its politics and oil production 

until the July 14 Revolution of 1958, which brought in a nationalist 

republican regime opposed to Western hegemony. 

 

 

The Archiveôs Maps in Focus 

Present here are 6 map sheets (forming 4 maps) all printed the winter-

spring of 1917 on a hand-cranked press by engineers of the 3rd Corps of 

the Indian Army and are all incredibly rich in details of the topography, 

ethnography, infrastructure, mineral wealth and archaeology of the 

region.  The maps fall into two distinct categories.  Map sheets 1A & 

1B, showcasing the critical Baghdad-Baqubah areas, which seamless 

connect, are predicated upon óDegree Sheetô maps issued in Calcutta by 

the Survey of India in 1915.  They were printed in the field by engineers 

from the óIô Branch of the 3rd Corps in the immediate run up to the 

successful British attack upon Baghdad in March 1917, as well as 

subsequent operations around Baqubah.  

Map sheets 2A & 2B, 3 and 4 are all from a different series, as they are 

predicated upon sheets from Francis Richard Maunsellôs Eastern Turkey 

in Asia.  They were made from hand-drawn manuscripts and were 

printed from portable hand-operated presses by engineers of the 3rd 

Corps stationed at G.H.Q. in Baghdad.  Made in late March and April 

1917, they are amongst the very first products of the printing workshop 

established there.  Critically, they would have be used as operational 

guides during the battles for Samarra, Tikrit, Fallujah, Ramadi and 

Khanaqin.  The maps from this series were made to connect to adjacent 

sheets, such that Map 2A and 2B join up seamlessly.  

While there is some overlap between the óDegree Sheetô and Maunsell 

types, which had almost identical scales, the present maps, if viewed 

together, cover the entire region from south of Baghdad, and through 

there up northeast to Khanaqin, up north to Tikrit, and then west to 

Ramadi, thus embracing the theatres of the Fall of Baghdad and first two stages of the conquest of Northern 

Iraq. 

 

1. 

A)  

INDIAN ARMY, óIô BRANCH, 3rd CORPS. 



[Baghdad ï Ctesiphon Area]. 

Portions of Degree Sheets No. 2C. and No. 2D. / ñIò Branch, 3rd Corps, Map Serial No. 1. 

[Tigris Valley, south of Baghdad, Early 1917]. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, 34 x 43.5 cm (13.5 x 17 inches). 

 

This excellent map is derived from portions of the Survey of Indiaôs óDegree Sheetsô no. 2C and 2D, with 

2C entitled BǕghdǕd. Turkey in Asia and Persia (Calcutta, 1915), which has the distinction of being one 

of the earliest accurate general maps of the Baghdad region.  Please see a link to the example we currently 

have in stock:  

https://pahor.de/product/baghdad-region-iraq-world-war-i-mesopotamian-campaign-calcutta-imprint-

baghdad-turkey-in-asia-and-persia-rough-provisional-issue-second-edition-no-2c-baghdad-region/ 

The present map sheet is almost entirely faithful to its antecedent, save for the detail of its correction of 

the course in the Euphrates River below Baghdad, near Ctesiphon, whereupon the former great loop in its 

course had been corrected to show it as a closed oxbow, potentially a very important detail for operational 

planning.  This major amendment would have been the result of reconnaissance undertaken by Indian 

engineers during the unsuccessful November 1915 run on Baghdad. 

The work is a highly developed topographical map featuring all details necessary to aid military 

movement.  The óReferenceô, in the lower left margin, explains the symbols used for: Roads passable for 

wheeled traffic; Tracks; Telegraph Lines; Telegraph Offices; Mountains (Arabic, Jebel); Mounds (parts 

of ruined cities, Arabic Tel); Rivers (Shatt); Marshy Lakes (Khor); Dams (Sidd); Muslim Shrines; Open 

Plains (Desht); Mud Forts (Kasr); Islands (Jezirat); and Date Gardens (usually with Mud Wall enclosures).  

Additionally, there are innumerable details concerning archaeological sites and abandoned canals, 

remnants of the numerous great civilizations that once thrived in the Tigris-Euphrates Basin.   

 

óBǕghdǕdô, with its ancient óMud walls party destroyedô appears on the banks of the Tigris in the lower 

centre of the view.  Innumerable sites are labelled in and around the city, including the óBritish Residencyô, 

train station, óCitadelô, various city gates (BǕb), óNasrat Pashaôs Houseô, óZobeydaôs Tombô, and the 

óHorse Tramwayô to Kadhimain. 

Notably, the already-completed Iraqi portion of the Baghdad Railway is shown to run northward in the 

direction of Samarra, 120 miles away, where it terminated.  The Baghdad Railway was an epic project 

designed to by German engineers that aimed to connect Istanbul with Baghdad.  While never finished 

during the war, its existing lines line permitted Ottoman troops to travel from Istanbul to Baghdad in only 

21 days, reducing a journey time which previously took as long as three months. 

To the south of Baghdad, near a great bend on the Tigris, is the ruins of the ancient city of Ctesiphon, the 

capital of Sassanian Empire (224 - 641), with the map marking an óArched fa­ade, prominent landmarkô, 

being the Archway of Chosroes, which is still one of the Middle Eastôs great historical monuments.  The 

site, also called óSulmǕn PǕk or SulmǕn Farsiô, after Salman the Persian (568 - 653), one of the Prophet 

Muhammadôs key companions, who is thought to be buried there, was the scene of the Battle of Ctesiphon 

(November 22-25, 1915), whereupon Townshendôs army was repelled during the first British attempt on 

Baghdad.  The óSaltpetre Factoryô, located across the river form Ctesiphon, would have been a key target 

that the British would have hoped to capture, or if that was not possible, destroy. 

 

B)  

INDIAN ARMY, óIô BRANCH, 3rd CORPS. 

[Baqubah Area]. 

Top Portion of Degree Sheets No. 2C. / ñIò Branch, 3rd Corps, Map Serial No. 2. 

[Tigris Valley, south of Baghdad, Early 1917]. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, 34 x 43.5 cm (13.5 x 17 inches). 

 

https://pahor.de/product/baghdad-region-iraq-world-war-i-mesopotamian-campaign-calcutta-imprint-baghdad-turkey-in-asia-and-persia-rough-provisional-issue-second-edition-no-2c-baghdad-region/
https://pahor.de/product/baghdad-region-iraq-world-war-i-mesopotamian-campaign-calcutta-imprint-baghdad-turkey-in-asia-and-persia-rough-provisional-issue-second-edition-no-2c-baghdad-region/


This map connects to 1A seamlessly from the north and is derived from the upper part of óDegree Sheetô 

2C.  The upper right of the map is taken up by the óDǭǕlalahô (Diyala) River, with the key city of 

óBaôqȊbǕhô (Baqubah).   

The major road shown running up from Baghdad through Baqubah and beyond was during the times of 

the Abbasid Caliphate (750 -1517) called the óKhorasan Roadô, a key stretch of the Silk Road provided 

connections to Persia, Central Asia and China.  Notably, it was near where the Diyala and the Tigris rivers 

met where British forces broke the Ottoman lines and proceeded to take Baghdad on March 11, 1917.  

The map shows óMushaidieô train station, along the Baghdad Railway, which was home to a large Ottoman 

outpost, which was taken by the British on March 14, 1917, while Baqubah was seized by the MEF on 

March 20.   

2.  

A) 

INDIAN ARMY, 3 rd CORPS. 

[Sunni Triangle ï Fallujah-Ramadi Area].   

Map Serial 146 (Reprint) Northern Sheet. 

G.H.Q. [Baghdad], March 18, 1917. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, with details in original coloured 

crayon, 21 x 33 cm (8.5 x 13 inches). 

The present map sheet, when combined with 2B below, is derived from 

óPart of Maunsells sheet No. 39ô and shows the critical Fallujah-Ramadi 

area along the Euphrates, in the óSunni Triangle, west of Baghdad.  The 

sheets were printed in Baghdad at the new G.HQ. only a week after the 

city was taken by the MEF.  They would have been used by commanders 

to plan their difficult assaults upon Ramadi, in July and September 1917. 

 

B)  

INDIAN ARMY, 3 rd CORPS. 

[Sunni Triangle ï Fallujah-Ramadi Area].  

Map Serial 146 (Reprint) Southern Sheet. 

G.H.Q. [Baghdad], March 18, 1917. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, with details in original coloured 

crayon, 21 x 33 cm (8.5 x 13 inches). 

 

Please see above, as this map is meant to be combined with 2A.  

 

3.  

INDIAN ARMY, 3 rd CORPS. 

[Sunni Triangle ï Samarra-Tikrit Area].  

G.H.Q. Map Serial Nos. 151 & 152 (Reproduced by 3rd Corps). 

G.H.Q. [Baghdad, March-April 1917]. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, with details in original coloured crayon, 34 x 43 cm (13.5 x 17 

inches). 

 



This map, derived from óPart of Maunsellôs No. 37ô, was issued at G.H.Q. in Baghdad in either late March 

of April 1917, and shows the critical head of the Baghdad Railway at Samarra, the main objective of the 

British Samarrah Offensive (March 13 ï April 23, 1917).  It embraces Tigris up to Tikrit, the major 

Ottoman base that was the target of the bloody Battle of Tikrit (November 5, 1917).  As an interesting 

aside, the map also notes the site of the grave of the Roman Emperor Julian, who died in the area in 363 

A.D., during his Persian Campaign.  

 

4.  

INDIAN ARMY, 3 rd CORPS. 

[Khanaqin Area].  

G.H.Q. Map Serial No. 150 (Reproduced by 3rd Corps). 

G.H.Q. [Baghdad], March 16, 1917. 

Print from a hand-powered field press, with details in original coloured 

crayon, 34.5 x 43 cm (13.5 x 17 inches). 

The map sheet, derived from óPart of Maunsells sheets Nos 37 & 38ô, 

shows Khanaqin and vicinity.  Khanaqin was strategically critical town 

located only 8 km for the Persian Frontier.  Mainly populated by Kurds, 

the area was especially coveted by the British as it was known to be rich 

in petroleum resources.  The map labels several natural oil spouts, 

including óBaba Pillowiô and óBaba Mahmoudô, just to the northwest of 

Khanaqin, as well as the óPetroleum Wellsô just across the Persian 

border near óChah Sarkhô. 

Khanaquin was captured by the British in December 1917, and their rule 

was cautiously welcomed by the local Kurdish leaders, as they disliked 

both Ottoman and Arab hegemony. 

The promise of the regionôs oil wealth was redeemed when Iraqôs first 

oil refinery and pipeline was built near Khanaqin in 1927. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

All the maps produced by the MEF engineers in Iraq, whether in the 

open field, or at the G.H.Q. in Baghdad, are incredibly rare.  This is 

especially true of the early maps made from hand-cranked presses, such 

as the examples in the present archive, which would have been made in 

only very tiny quantities for immediate field use, of which almost none 

would have survived the war.  Indeed, we cannot trace any references, let alone the whereabouts of any 

other examples.   

 

References: N / A ï No other examples traced. 

 

2.800 EUR  



5. CHINA ς DALIAN - LIAODONG PENINSULA (LIAONING 

PROVINCE) 

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR ς SIEGE OF PORT ARTHUR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

KARTOGRAPHISCHE ABTEILUNG DER K ¥NIGLICH PREUßISCHEN 

LANDESAUFNAHME. [CARTOGRAPHIC DEPARTMENT OF THE ROYAL PRUSSIAN 

LAND SURVEY OFFICE ]. 

Halbinsel Liau tung: Kwan tung-Gebiet.  

Berlin: Kartogr. Abt. d. Kgl. Preuß. Landesaufnahme, September 1904. 

 

Photolithograph, printed on 15 un-joined, untrimmed sheets (complete), plus, a small key map pasted to 

the verso of one of the sheets, most sheets in monochrome, except for Sheets no. 9,10,11,13,14 and 15 

which feature the coastlines outlined in blue printing (Very Good condition for a map of its kind, most 

sheets with some mild staining, wear and creasing, and some with marginal tears and marginal loss, Sheet 

12 with tiny loss taking out small part of the neatline and very tiny part of the mapped area), sheets varying 

in size, with 11 ólargeô sheets averaging around 67 x 63 cm, with 4 ósmallô sheets averaging around 57 x 

30 cm if all sheets joined would form a map of irregular measurements 215 x 303 cm (image, without 

margins) (84.6 x 119.3 inches) ï PLEASE SEE THE RECONSTRUCTION WITHOUT MARGINS 

BELOW.  

 

Exceedingly rare ï one of the great modern military maps of China - a colossal and meticulously detailed 

15-sheet military map of Chinaôs Liaodong Peninsula (todayôs greater Dalian region), made during the 

Siege of Port Arthur, one of the great military events and media spectacles of the early 20th Century, 

whereby Japanese forces went to tremendous effort to prize what was one of the worldôs most heavily 

fortified places from Russian hands, the map published in Berlin from the best sources for the use of the 

German militaryôs high command, which had a vital interest in the Russo-Japanese conflict. 

  



  



This colossal 15-sheet work is one of the great modern military maps of China and embraces the Liaodong 

Peninsula (the southern half of Liaoning Province), the strategically important peninsula that reaches down 

from Manchuria to protect the mouth of the Bohai Gulf, the maritime approaches towards the Beijing area.  

Today the peninsula is taken up by the modern metropolis of Dalian, but during the fin de siècle era, it 

was one of Asiaôs great geopolitical flashpoints.  In 1898, the peninsula was leased from China by Russia 

(which was establishing pseudo-colonial control over all of Manchuria), which preceded to make the 

regionôs best natural harbour, Port Arthur (today the Lüshunkou District of Dalian), into a modern city and 

one of the most heavily fortified places in the world.  From 1897 to 1902, the Russians built the Chinese 

Eastern Railway (CER) to connect Port Arthur with the great inland hub of Harbin, and then beyond to 

Chita and Vladivostok.  

However, Russiaôs growing ambitions in the Far East clashed with those of Meiji Japan, a newly hyper-

industrialized military power, resulting in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-5).  The Liaodong Peninsula 

became the epicentre of the conflict, during which, to the surprise of the world, Japan successfully besieged 

Port Arthur and throttled Russia in the greater conflict.  

Germany, which controlled the relatively nearby treaty port of Tsingtau (Qingdao), had vital economic 

and political interests in the region, and watched the Russian-Japanese showdown with gripped fascination 

and no small degree of alarm.   

Consequently, the German General Staff commissioned the present grand map to inform them of the 

ongoing Siege of Porth Arthur (the map was printed in September 1904, one month into the battle), and to 

act as a blueprint to guide possible German military operations on the Liaodong Peninsula should that 

become necessary (fortunately for Germany, it managed to maintain its neutrality and to avoid any military 

intervention). 

The map, published in Berlin by the Kartographische Abteilung der Kºniglich Preußischen 

Landesaufnahme (Cartographic Department of the Royal Prussian Land Survey Office), which often 

printed the most important German military maps, is labeled as being óNur zum Militªr-Dienstgebrauchô 

(For Military Service Use Only), and was restricted for use only by senior German officers, civilian 

administrators and diplomats.  

The Kartographische Abteilung predicated the map upon extremely sophisticated recent surveys executed 

by the Russians, largely in preparation for building the CER, as all sheets bear the note: óPhotolith. nach 

dem Material des Russischen Hauptstabes aus dem Jahr 1898/99ô (Photolithographed based on the material 

from the Russian General Staff from 1898/99).  Another notes states that the toponomy on the map is 

transliterated into German from the original Russian (with many named having been transliterated from 

Chinese into Russian). 

The map embraces the entire Liaodong Peninsula, or Russian zone, and the configuration of the mapôs 15 

sheet is shown upon a small key map pasted the verso of one of the sheets.  The zoneôs epicentre, Port 

Arthur, lies on a stellar natural harbour near the southern tip, and is shown in considerable detail (on Sheet 

13), noting the location of the astronomical point upon which the triangulation of the peninsula was 

anchored.  óDalniô, then a modest settlement, today the downtown of Dalian, the is shown on Sheet 11.  

The border between the Russian and Chinese controlled territories, running across the base of the 

peninsula, is demarcated on Sheets 2, 3 and 4.   

The mapôs coverage is incredibly detailed and precise, predicated upon advanced, systematic trigonometric 

surveys undertaken by Russian military engineers, with all coastlines accurately charted, rivers exactingly 

followed, and elevation expressed by precise contour lines, with named peaks and spot heights given in 

metres.  All roads and paths are marked, as are the lines of the CER and its spurs (noting the locations of 

óBnf.ô, Bahnhof, train stations).  Many ósalzfeldô (saltpans) are marked along the coasts.  

The map also precisely depicts every town, village and hamlet, with built up areas are shaded in black, 

with their street plans outlined.  Accompanying many of the settlements are numbers that reveal detailed 

demographic information from a recent Russian census, described as óDie Zahlen bei den Ortsnamen die 

Grosse der Wohnplatze nach Familien anô (The numbers in the place names indicate the size of the 

residential areas according to families). 

On will notice that, for whatever, reason, six of the sheets (being Nos. 9, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15) have the 

coastlines outlined in blue photolithography, while the remaining nine sheets are printed in monochrome.  

A note on the key sheet indicates that this is how the map was published as intended.  

In sum, the map showcases the Liaodong Peninsula in unprecedented detail and provides all the 

information that a general could desire for strategic planning.  This masterpiece of scientific military 

surveying would not be superseded for many years. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is exceedingly rare.  It would have been issued in only a very small print run classified 

exclusively for use only be the most senior German officials and military commanders.  Moreover, the 

survival rate of such large, multi-sheet military maps, especially in their complete form, is incredibly low. 

We can trace only a single example of the complete map, held by the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, while we 

cannot trace any records for any of the individual sheets, nor can we locate any sales records. 

 

The Siege of Port Arthur : Major Military Showdown  and Media Spectacle of the fin -de-siècle 

era 

At the dawn of the 20th century, Russia and the newly hyperindustrialized Meiji  Japan had expanded their 

zones of control, or influence, in the Far East for some years, with their gains coming largely at the expense 

of China.   

Inevitably, Russian and Japanese interests collided in Manchuria.  Japan coveted the entire region, while 

Russia was building the Trans-Siberian Railway (and its spurs, such as the Chinese Eastern Railway) 

through the area, having founded the great inland hub of Harbin (in 1898) and acquiring the fine harbour 

of Port Arthur (today the Lüshunkou District of Dalian), in the same year.   

Port Arthur deserves special attention, as it was of immense strategic value as an all-season deep-water 

port, considered one of the best natural harbours in East Asia.  Japan had easily conquered Port Arthur 

form China in 1894, even though the city had been heavily fortified by the German Krupp munitions 



company.  Under Western pressure, the city was given to Russia as a treaty port in 1898.  Since then, 

Russia had made Port Arthur onto one of the most heavily fortified places on earth, with the city itself 

attaining population of 87,000 by 1904.   

Simply put, there was not room for both great powers in Manchuria, and something would have to give.    

Japan initiated the Russo-Japanese War (February 8, 1904 ï September 5, 1905), deploying its large, well-

trained military, backed by the most modern equipment, against Russiaôs Chinese outposts.  Russia was 

caught off guard, while severely underestimating Japanôs capabilities.  Officials in St. Petersburg simply 

could not believe that an óAsianô country could defeat a leading European power in a modern conflict.   

In the opening salvo, the Japanese mounted a ósneak attackô, shelling Russian ships off Port Arthur 

(without besieging the city), even before a declaration of war was made.  Czar Nicholas II  considered this 

to be a dishonourable act, setting an ugly tone for the conflict.  

Through the early months of 1904, the Japanese moved massive forces onto Manchuria, while Russian 

mobilization was slow.  Taking Port Arthur was the prime Japanese objective, for as long as the base 

remained in Russian hands, none of the Japanese gains in Manchuria would be secure.    

 

The Siege of Port Arthur (August 1, 1904 to January 2, 1905) was one of the great global military events 

of the generation leading up to World War I and was one of the first to be covered in almost real-time by 

the world media through photography and breaking news delivered by telegraph. 

A Japanese force of 150,000 men, under General Count Nogi Maresuke, one of the most revered Meiji  

commanders, surrounded Port Arthur beginning on August 1, 1904.  The city was defended by 50,000 

Russian troops, armed with 506 heavy guns, commanded by Major-General Baron Anatoly Stoessel, 

considered a rather lacklustre leader.  The Japanese were initially  overconfident, believing that since they 

had easily taken Port Arthur from China in 1894, that the city would once again fall quickly.  This 

assumption was wrong, as in the previous six years, the Russians had made Port Arthur into one of the 

most heavily fortified sites in the world.   

During what was by far and away the longest and bloodiest aspect of the entire war, Port Arthur was 

subjected to a constant barrage of heavy ordnance, while the Russians returned fire upon the Japanese 

lines, often to devastating effect.  One of the shocking new inventions used in the siege was the 28-inch 

howitzer that could lodge 217 kg shells over 8 kilometres!   

The Russians, running out of supplies and ammunition, finally surrendered to Count Nogi on January 2, 

1905.  The toll of siege was astounding, the Russians suffered 31,000 casualties, while the Japanese 

endured 57,000.    

The loss of Port Arthur was a death blow to Russiaôs land campaign.  To reset things, Czar Nicholas II  

sent a fleet consisting of 38 of the Russian Navyôs best and most modern ships all way the from St. 

Petersburg to the Far East.  However, the Russian flotilla  was intercepted in the waters between Korea and 

Japan by a Japanese fleet of 89 ships which proceeded to utterly decimate the Russian fleet at the Battle 

of Tsushima (May 27-28, 1905).  This defeat knocked Russia out of the war, and facing a rebellion at 

home, the czar sued for peace, resulting in the Treaty of Portsmouth (September 5, 1905).  This agreement 

confirmed Japan as the foremost power in the Far East until World War II.   

 

The German Fascination with  the Russo-Japanese War  

The German Kaiser, Cabinet and the General Staff in Berlin were utterly transfixed by the Russo-Japanese 

War, and the Siege of Port Arthur in particular, leading to the creation of the present map.  While Germany 

resolved to remain neutral in the conflict, the war had direct and potentially severe ramifications for 

Germany.  First, Germany controlled the large and hugely profitable treaty port of Tsingtau (Qingdao), in 

Shandong Province, not too far from Port Arthur.  Instability in the greater region naturally affected 

German trade, and potentially imperiled the security of Tsingtau.  Indeed, while the Germans had no desire 

to get involved in the fighting, they knew that the present map would come in handy in the unlikely, but 

frightening, event that they had to intervene in the Liaodong Peninsula to protect Tsingtau.  

On a broader level, the Germans were fascinated watching Russia, which was an ancient and much feared 

nemesis of Prussia (the dominant state of German Empire) get throttled by Japan, a country that until 

recently was a military non-entity, as least on the international stage.   

From the war, the Germans drew the conclusion that Russia was much weaker (more disorganized and 

relied upon outdated equipment and tactics) that they had hitherto assumed, while Japan was an incredibly 

potent phenomenon that needed to be respected and investigated.  Indeed, the spectre of an óAsianô power 

decimating a major European force threw the Germansô long-held beliefs on the racial superiority of 

Caucasians out the window, causing a great deal of contemplation in Berlin.  

As it would turn out, the German high command went too far in underestimation the Russians, while they 

had every reason to fear and respect the Japanese.  During World War I, Japan joined the Entente Powers 

and almost effortlessly prized Tsingtau from Germany.  In Eastern Europe, Russia ended upon putting up 

a decent fight against Germans, even though it suffered from being disorganized and archaic in its 

approach.   

The German esteem for Japan only grew in the wake of the Great War and was one of the factors 

underlying the fateful German-Japanese alliance during World War II.  

 

References: Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin: Kart. E 1343, OCLC: 1235971474. Cf. Matthew S. 

SELIGMANN, óGermany, the Russo-Japanese War, and the road to the Great Waró, in Rotem 

Kowner (ed.), The Impact of the Russo-Japanese War (London: Routledge, 2006); Jonathan 

STEINBERG, óGermany and the Russo-Japanese Warô, The American Historical Review, vol. 75, no. 7, 1970, 

pp. 1965ï1986. 
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Karl Theodor ST¥PEL (1862 - 1940). 

Eine Reise in das Innere der insel Formosa und die erste Besteigung des Niitakayama (Mount 

Morrison), Weihnachten 1898. 

 

Buenos Aires: Compan¶²a sud-americana de billetes de banco, 1905. 

 

Small 4° (26 x 17 cm): 104 pp. (with numerous photographic images imbedded within text), [2 pp.], plus 

folding bi-chrome map (40 x 23 cm), original olive coloured printed card wrappers (Very Good, internally 

clean and bright, wrappers with some chipping and loss to spine and else marginal wear, faint old ownerôs 

name to front cover in crayon).  

 

A fascinating account of the German economist and ethnographer Karl Theodor Stºpelôs 

tour of Taiwan which occurred just after the island was taken over by Japan, during which 

he witnessed the island rapidôs economic-political transition and the local Chineseôs 

rebellion against the new regime, as well as being one of the earliest scientific missions 

deep into the islandôs interior, the so-called óSavage Districtô, where he engaged with the 

indigenous Taiwanese people and was the first known person to climb Yu Shan, the islandôs 

highest peak, illustrated with numerous photographic images and a custom map ï rare on 

the market.    



The indigenous peoples of Taiwan (traditionally known in the West as óFormosaô) were Austronesian 

peoples and it was not until the 17th century that the island was dramatically altered by colonialism (by 

Spain and the Netherlands), and the first of many waves of Chinese migration for the mainland.  During 

the rule of the Qing Dynasty (1683 ï 1895), the fertile plains that occupied the east coast and northern tip 

of the island became densely populated with Han Chinese residents, and were heavily developed for 

agriculture.  The indigenous Taiwanese were relegated to living in the islandôs extremely mountainous 

and forested interior and along its rugged west coast, regions that collectively became known to outsiders 

as the óSavage Districtô.  Indeed, even though the 19th century very few Chinese or Europeans ventured 

into this zone, which was still essentially controlled by its indigenous peoples, while it immense natural 

wonders were largely an enigma to science.  

Following the Sino-Japanese War (1894-5), Taiwan was taken over by Melji Japan, the recently hyper-

industrialized military mega-power.  The Japanese immediately announced plans to industrialize Taiwan 

and to impose its authority throughout the island, including upon the óSavage Districtô, or as much of it as 

was practicable.  However, many elements of the Chinese community rebelled against Japanese rule.  This 

resistance was sporadic, but was at times spirited, and it was crushed by 1902.  The resentment of the 

indigenous people to Japanese rule brewed more gradually and would not peak until some years later.  

Enter Karl Theodor Stöpel (1862 - 1940) was a brilliant German polymath, who became a renown traveller, 

adventurer, economist, ethnographer and archeologist, with major accomplishments on three continents.  

Born to a wealthy landholding family in the Rhineland, Stöpel worked as a banker before attending 

university in Heidelberg and Berlin.  From 1896 to 1899, he embarked on an incredibly ambitious world 

tour that took him to the United States Cuba, Mexico (where he climbed Mount Popocatépetl), Hawaii, 

Siberia, Korea and China.   

Towards the end of his tour, Stöpel arrived in Taiwan, which was experiencing the early period of Japanese 

occupation.  He was amazed by this society that was undergoing a rapid economic-political transition, and 

resolved to boldly explore the island, despite the obvious dangers and uncertainties.  He observed the 

vibrant Chinese community which was deeply distressed by their new heavy-handed overlords, and he 

was an eyewitness to their ill-fated attempts to overthrow the Japanese rule.  More importantly, Stöpel 

ventured deep into the óSavage Districtô, becoming one of the first outsiders to provide a detailed scientific 

analysis of the region, the indigenous Taiwanese people and the landôs amazing natural wonders.   

Significantly, on December 26, 1898, Stöpel, an accomplished mountaineer, became the first known 

person to ascend Yu Shan, Taiwanôs highest peak, which at 3,952 metres (12, 966 feet) is the fourth tallest 

mountain on any island.  Yu Shan was then known to Westerners as Mount Morrison, and to the Japanese 

as Niitakayama (meaning óNew High Mountainô) because it had recently become the tallest peak in the 

Japanese Empire, being 176 metres higher than Mount Fuji. 

Stöpel returned to Germany and completed his Ph.D. in economics at Heidelberg in 1902, before heading 

to Buenos Aires to serve as the Commercial Attaché to the Germans Consulate.  It was there that he 

completed his account of his adventures in Taiwan, and the German Scientific Association in Buenos Aires 

sponsored its publication in 1905. 

Focusing upon the present work, here Stöpel provides one of the first, and perhaps most valuable, accounts 

of the mysterious interior of Taiwan, and well as granting an insight into the island just as it was coming 

under Japanese domination.  He starts by giving an expert analysis of Meiji Japan and it ambitions in 

Taiwan, as well as providing a background to the current state of the island, before giving a vivid, engaging 

account of his tour down the east coast and into the interior, óunenforschten Gebeitsô (unexplored areas, 

as he called the óSavage Districtô).  All along the way his regales the reader with fascinating vignettes and 

impressions of the Chinese people and their struggles against the new Japanese regime, as well as the 

indigenous Taiwanese who held on their culture as it was threated by the march of modernity.  His relation 

of entering the unspoiled majestic realm of Taiwanôs highest mountains is a pleasure to read.  The text is 

illustrated with numerous images of photographs taken by the author.   

The work is divided into eight sections: 1) Japans political and economic rise and it designs on Taiwan; 2) 

the Importance of Taiwan; 3) the islandôs Geography; 4) Taiwanôs History; 5) Stºpelôs trip into the 

Interior; 6) the Foothills leading up to Yu Shan; 7) the Ascent of Yu Shan; 8) the Decent of Yu Shan; and 

9) the Future of Taiwan under Japanese Rule.  

The work features a fine custom-made folding map of Taiwan that provides an accurate and detailed 

overview of its topography and settlements, noting the boundary between the well-developed areas and 

the óunenforschten Gebeitsô (unexplored areas, or óSavage Districtô).  Also marked are the locations of 

mineral resources (gold, coal petroleum) and key crops (sugar, camphor, tea, rice, indigo, tobacco, sweet 

potatoes, etc.).  Notably, the map traces Stºpelôs travel route from the Taipei area, in the north, the halfway 

down the east coast, before heading inland into the little-known interior, where he climbed Yu Shan. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

While there are quite a few examples of the work in libraries worldwide, although the work is rare on the 

market; we can trace only single sales record for another example from the last 25 years. 

 

References: British Library: General Reference Collection 10057.ee.31.; Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin: Chin 

cd 49; L [4]°; OCLC: 11587832; Palau 322624. 

 

1.200 EUR 

  



7. SAKHALIN ISLAND, RUSSIA - KARAFUTO (JAPANESE 

RULE) 

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR 

AINU PEOPLE 

HOKKAIDO IMPRINT 
 

 

 

 

 

HIKOTAR ǽ SAGANO ( ) (fl . 1886 - 1928), Cartographer & KOJIMA TAISEID ǽ (

), Publisher.  

ᶲ  [ShinryǾ Karafuto shin chizu]. / A New Saghalien Map. 

Hakodate, Hokkaido: Kojima TaiseidǾ, Meiji 40 [1907]. 

 

Colour print, with contemporary manuscript annotations in pink crayon, folding into original printed paper 

wrappers with Art Nouveau borders (Very Good, some mild staining and spotting, some light wear along 

original folds), 80 x 55 cm (31.5 x 21.6 inches). 

 

A very rare and highly important Japanese map of Sakhalin, made shortly after Japan 

conquered the southern part of the long-disputed island during the Russo-Japanese War, 

and just as the newly-acquired region was being formed into the Karafuto Prefecture; 

predicated upon advanced new surveys made to assess the territory, with the map featuring 

a wealth of information on Sakhalinôs topography, ethnography (locating Russian, Ainu 

native villages, etc.), natural resources, and infrastructure, representing the ideal 

óblueprintô for Japan to reassert its control over South Sakhalin; drafted by the eminent 

cartographer HikotarǾ Sagano, and published in Hakodate, Hokkaido, a major port that 

was a key staging point for Japanese endeavours on Sakhalin.    

  



Sakhalin (Japanese:  Karafuto; Russian: ʉʘʭʘʣʠ͕ʥ) is a very large, relatively narrow island, 948 km 

long, that while technically the northernmost part of the Japanese Archipelago (its southernmost point is 

only 43 km north of Hokkaido), is separated from the Asian mainland only by the narrow Strait of Tartary.  

This ensured that Sakhalin, which is rich in natural resources, would become a transitional zone, disputed 

by regional powers.  The principal native peoples of the island were the Ainu, although it was also home 

to communities of the Orok and Nivikh peoples.  

In the 1850s, Russia and Japan entered a heated contest for control over Sakhalin, with the former dominant 

in the islandôs north, and the latter in the south.  The Japanese were primarily concerned with setting up 

fishing settlements, while the Russians founded mining towns and penal colonies.  In this colonial 

environment the concerns of Ainu and other native communities were virtually ignored.  

In 1875, as part of a greater diplomatic settlement, Japan agreed to leave Sakhalin and surrender its clams 

to the island in favour of Russia.  However, in the years that followed, many business leaders and crown 

officials in Japan, which was experiencing its Meiji Era industrial boom, came to regret losing access to 

Sakhalinôs vast natural resources, while Russia intensified its colonization efforts.  

Tensions between Russia and Japan resulted in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-5), during which Japan 

utterly throttled Russia, conquering South Sakhalin.  In the post-war settlement, all of Sakhalin south of 

50Á North, accounting for around 40% of the islandôs territory, was ceded to Japan.  

However, as the Japanese had been absent from Sakhalin for thirty years, and as Russian development had 

dramatically altered the southern part of the island, the Japanese needed to execute advanced, thorough 

surveys of the region.  This had to be undertaken during the two-year transitional period, between 1905 to 

1907, when the Japanese had to bring in thousands of labourers and vast quantities of supplies and 

equipment into South Sakhalin, to replace the departing Russian settlers; this was an immense, technically 

challenging endeavour.  Towards the end of this period, Japan declared South Sakhalin to be the Karafuto 

Prefecture, overseen by the Japanese Colonial Ministry.  

The present map is the result of the detailed official Japanese surveys and reconnaissance of South 

Sakhalin, published towards the end of the transitional phase.  It functioned as the ideal óblueprintô for 

Japanese domination over Karafuto.  

 

The Present Map in Focus 

The present map showcases all of Sakhalin and adjacent lands, with the depiction of the southern part of 

the island predicated upon recent advanced Japanese surveys executed in the immediate wake of their 

takeover of the region in 1905.  The map features a wealth of detail on the topography, ethnography and 

infrastructure of the island, and was made to serve as a blueprint for the Japanese colonization of what 

became the Karafuto Prefecture in 1907.  

The map was drafted by HikotarǾ Sagano (fl. 1886 - 1928), a prominent Japanese cartographer who is 

perhaps best known for his large and colourful national maps of Japan, as well as of the city of Tokyo.  It 

was published in Hakodate, Hokkaido, which was a logical place for such a map to appear, as it was then 

then northern Japanôs leading port and a key staging area for the Japanese operations in Sakhalin.    

The legend, in the lower right corner of the main map explains the symbols used for capital cities, county 

offices, electric cables, submarine cables, sentinel posts, lighthouses, ports, district borders (still showing 

the old Russian lines), military roads, village roads, petroleum wells, and coal mines, while hachures 

express relief, with spot heights of key peaks given in feet, while all rivers are carefully delineated. 

Interestingly, the map identifies the ethnographic composition of the islandôs various settlements (prior to 

the population exchange that occurred in the wake of the Japanese takeover), with symbols identifying 

Russian villages ( ), Ainu villages (▪▬ⱡ ), Orok villages (○꜡♅ꜛⱡ ), and Nivikh villages 

(♬◒ⱨfi ).  

The map shows the capital of the Japanese sector of the island as being ǽtomari ( ), today known as 

Korsakov, before it was moved, in 1908, to Toyohara ( ), todayôs Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, located a 

little way inland, to the north. 

Naturally, the mapôs coverage of south Sakhalin is far more detailed than its treatment of the north; 

however, the remaining Russian zone was still important to Japan, as it was home to numerous fishing, 

coal and oil drilling concessions which it had the rights to exploit. 

The present example of the map features contemporary manuscript additions, in pink crayon, notably 

demarcating the new boundary between the Russian North Sakhalin and Japanese Karafuto, along 50° 

North, plus notes seemingly related to itineraries, along both coasts of the island. 

Additionally, contextualizing the main map, are three cartographic insets that run along the righthand side 

of the composition.  The inset in the top right features the Kamchatka Peninsula and the Sea of Okhotsk, 

perhaps a target for future Japanese expansion, or at least fishing activity.  It features extensive 

contemporary manuscript additions along the coasts of Kamchatka.  Below, is and inset entitled ó

ô (ShinryǾchi tsuki Dai Nihon zenzu / Map of Japan with New Territories), embracing the 

Japanese Empire from Taiwan northwards, and extending to take in all of Russiaôs Pacific Coast, with 

borders drawn to imply that all of these territories are, or should be, with Japanôs imperial sphere.  

Itineraries heading between Kamchatka, Sakhalin and Hokkaido are delineated in contemporary 

manuscript.  The final inset, on the bottom, features a map of the Vladivostok region, the epicentre of 

Russian activity in the Far East. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The map is extremely rare.  It was likely made in only a small print run for the use of select Japanese 

officials and business concerns involved in the takeover of Karafuto, and most examples would have 

perished due to field use.  

We can trace only a single example of the map in Western institutions, held by the Library of Congress. 

 



Sakhalin: Faultline between Two Empires 

Sakhalin, due to its geographic positioning, occupied a transitional zone between Japan and Mainland 

Asia.  While for hundreds of years the indigenous Ainu and the other native peoples had been left to their 

own devices, the Ainu paid tribute to China during the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, although they largely 

maintained their autonomy.   

The Japanese first explored and unsuccessfully attempted to found colonies on Sakhalin in the 1630s, but 

it was not until around 1780 that the Matsumae clan of Hokkaido established a continuous and significant 

presence in the islandôs south, mainly focusing upon the fisheries.  Japanôs Tokugawa regime took direct 

control over the Japanese interests on the Sakhalin in 1807, while in 1809 the Japanese explorer and 

cartographer Mamiya RinzǾ conducted the first detailed reconnaissance of the island, proving its insularity 

by mapping the narrow Strait of Tatary that separates Sakhalin from the mainland.  

Japan formally annexed Sakhalin in 1845; however, it failed to comprehensively colonize the island, 

creating a vacuum for another power.  

In 1849, the Russian navigator Gennady Nevelskoy extensively explored Sakhalin, traversing the 

narrowest part of the Strait of Tartary that now bears his name.  His also claimed the island for Russia, and 

in the wake of his voyages several Russian mining settlements were established on the island.  In 1853-5, 

the Russian naval officer Nikolay Rudanovsky conducted the first scientific survey of Sakhalin.  In 1857, 

Russia established a penal colony on the island, that would, in 1890, be visited by Anton Chekhov who 

wrote movingly about what he observed.  

Meanwhile, the Japanese continued to fish and establish small camps along the coasts of Southern 

Sakhalin, but as their country faced great internal upheaval, leading to the Meiji Restoration, their efforts 

were much less energetic than those of the Russians.  

At the Treaty of Shimoda (1855), Russia and Japan agreed to make Sakhalin into condominium, with the 

island open to subjects of both countries, with Russia dominant in the north and Japan in the south.  

Meanwhile, the Ainu, Orok and Nivikh peoples continued to live in their villages, while their interests 

were almost totally ignored by both Edo (Tokyo) and St. Petersburg. 

Russian leverage over Sakhalin was strengthened, in 1860, when it conquered the mainland areas adjacent 

to the island (todayôs Primorsky Krai and the southern part of Khabarovsk Krai) from China.  This allowed 

Russia to establish the great ice-free port of Vladivostok, making the country a major Pacific naval power. 

The condominium in Sakhalin proved nettlesome for both parties, as numerous small disputes developed 

between the Russian and Japanese settlers over the allocation of resources.  At one point, Japan tried to 

buy the entire island from cash-strapped Russia (as America had bought Alaska in 1867), but these 

overtures were all rebuffed.   

Seeing that the Russians had the upper hand and frustrated by the chaotic situation, Japan agreed to vacate 

Sakhalin - for a price.  

At the Treaty of St. Petersburg (1875), Japan recognized Russian claims to the entirety of Sakhalin, in 

return for Japan being granted full title to the Kurile Islands.  Russia then moved in to thoroughly colonize 

the island, including the southern region, where its footprint was hitherto comparatively light.  

Over the succeeding generations, both Japan and Russiaôs power and ambitions in the greater Far East 

grew dramatically.  During the Meiji Era (1868 - 1912), Japan underwent the most radical and rapid 

economic transformation in world history, changing for being an overwhelmingly agrarian society to one 

of the most advanced industrialized states in the world.  Japan opened up to world trade, and with its 

newfound wealth, it eventually turned towards acquiring a great regional empire.  In 1895, Japan 

conquering Korea and Taiwan, while some in the Japanese hierarchy began to covet Sakhalin due to its 

natural resources which would have been incredibly valuable to their new economy.  

Meanwhile, Russia was also in an expansive mode, and energetically worked to developed its Far Eastern 

territories (including Sakhalin), while gaining de facto control over Manchuria from an ailing China.  

Tensions between the two avaricious empires, Russia and Japan, intensified until a showdown was 

inevitable. 

During the Russo-Japanese War (1904-5), Japan shocked the world by utterly throttling Russian forces on 

both land and sea.  It was the first time that an Asian country had defeated a major European power in a 

modern war.  Near the end of the conflict, Japan successfully invaded and occupied much of Sakhalin. 

At the Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) that ended the conflict, Japan demanded a high price, taking control 

over Southern Manchuria from Russia, and sovereignty over Southern Sakhalin, the 40% of the island that 

lay below 50°N.  Moreover, the Japanese were given certain mineral and fishing rights in Northern 

Sakhalin. 

While the Japanese now had full possession of South Sakhalin, much had changed during their 30-year-

long absence from the island.  The Russians had constructed numerous new villages, mines and 

infrastructure projects.  As they oversaw the departure of the Russians, the Japanese had to move in 

thousands of settlers and workers to keep the economy running.  Moreover, vast quantities of machinery 

and supplies had to be shipped in, as the Russians took anything portable away with them.  

South Sakhalin needed to be extensively re-surveyed in order to provide an accurate picture of the regionôs 

economy, demography and infrastructure, to serve as blueprint for its future development under the new 

regime ï thus resulting in the present map.  

The Japanese created the Karafuto Prefecture out of South Sakhalin in 1907, moving the capital from 

ǽtomari (Korsakov) to Toyahara (formerly Vladimirovka, todayôs Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk), inland to the 

north.  The Japanese moved in thousands of settlers and forced labourers (mainly Koreans) and rapidly 

developed the region.  The Japanese built Sakhalinôs first railway, with a 42.5-kilometre-long (26.4 mi) 

line connecting ǽtomari with Toyahara by 1911.  Eventually, the Japanese would build 1,225 km of lines 

in Karafuto.  

In 1920, Japan took over Northern Sakhalin during the Allied Intervention in the Russian Civil War.  This 

allowed Japan to further develop its petroleum, coaling and fishing interests in the region before returning 

it to what had become the Soviet Union in 1925. 



For most of World War II, Japan and the Soviet Union tried to avoid conflict with each other even as they 

were on different sides of the war, as neither could afford to open a battlefront in the Far Northeast.  The 

accordingly signed the SovietïJapanese Neutrality Pact (April 13, 1941).  However, in April 1945, once 

the Soviets had practically won the war in Europe, they abrogated the accord.  As part of a larger advance 

against Japanese positions throughout Northeastern Asia, in August 1945, the Red Army invaded Karafuto, 

completing the operation upon taking Toyahara on the 25th of that month.  

Upon the Soviet invasion, 400,000 Japanese subjects lived in Karafuto, although 100,000, of theses had 

managed to flee to Hokkaido.  The Soviets supervised the eviction of the Japanese presence from Sakhalin, 

along with almost all of the Ainu population, although a small number of former Korean laborers were 

permitted to remain (some of their descendants still live on Sakhalin).  Soviet citizens were brought in to 

replace the departing residents.   

 

Japan formally renounced its claims to Sakhalin at the Treaty of San Francisco (1951), although, curiously, 

it did not recognize the Soviet (now Russian) claims to the island.  In any event, the sovereignty of Sakhalin 

is now, for all practical purposes, settled, as today it comprises the Sakhalin Oblast of the Russian 

Federation, with around 500,000 people inhabiting the entire island.  Only a small number of Japanese-

style buildings attest to the Japanese presence, while hardly any Ainu remain on Sakhalin.  

References: Library of Congress: G7330 1907 .S2, OCLC: 1243907835. 

1.200 EUR 

 

  



8. MOUNT FUJI 

GEOLOGICAL CHART 
 

 

Ishihara ( )  

 

[Fujisan chishitsuzu / Mount Fuji  Geological map] 

[╦ ᾉ╦ , Ằ Ḭ( ).  [KǾfu]: Yamanashiken Sanrinkai - TǾkyǾ: TǾkyǾ HǾbunkan 

1925] 

Colour print on thin paper 95 x 75 cm (38.2 x 29.5inches) (slightly age-toned, soft folds, small holes on 

the crossings of the folds). 

 

First modern, separately printed geological map of Mount Fuji 

 

The colourful detailed geological map of mount Fuji, drafted by a Japanese geologist Ishihara was 

published as an appendix to a book Nature World of Mount Fuji (Fujisan no shizenkai / ●╦χꜛ ), 

published by the Yamanashi Prefecture (╦ ᾉ ) in 1925.  

The map appears to be a first modern and separately printed colourful map of the volcano, which is the 

highest mountain of Japan. The history of the geological researches of Fuji go to the Meiji era, when the 

fist geological map in a smaller scale was made by Suzuki and published in 1887. A year later a German 

scientist, Heinrich Edmund Naumann (1854 ï1927), who is considered a Father of Japanese geology, 

made a geological research of mount Fuji, which was published with a smaller map in German language. 

It was not translated into Japanese until 2013.  

This 1925 map is exceedingly rare. According to Worldcat book only appears to be housed in two 

institutions (UC Berkeley Library and National Diet Library in Tokyo, the others appear to be eBooks ï 

OCLC 674267917). The National Diet Library in Tokyo also holds a separate map. 

References: OCLC 674834158 and 33690950 (with no named institutions). 

 

1.500 EUR   



9. HANOI, VIETNAM 

VIETNAMESE WAR 

CARTOGRAPHIC PROPAGANDA 

HANOI IMPRINT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C Cְ ņӳC BӵN ņď⅞ PH  ֲ TH  ֲ Tһ֦ NG. [LAND SURVEY BUREAU OF THE PRIME 

MINISTERôS OFFICE, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ]. 

Nίi th n̈h H  ̈Nίi: b nͩ Ľo͔d chΞ Ľa͔dn pho͕d. [Inner City of Hanoié]. 

 

Hanoi: Land Survey Bureau of the Prime Ministerôs Office, March 1, 1974. 

 

Colour print (Very Good, some light toning and minor staining), 77 x 54 cm (30.5 x 21 inches). 

 

A very rare, attractive and highly detailed map of Hanoi, issued by Prime Ministerôs Office 

of North Vietnam not long after the city had defiantly withstood heavy U.S. aerial 

bombardment to find itself on the brink of becoming the capital of a united socialist state 

upon North Vietnamôs imminent victory in the Vietnam War; the map being a subtle but 

effective form of propaganda, as it shows a vibrant, well-ordered metropolis that seems to 

be totally unscathed by the ardent efforts of the U.S. Air Force.   

 

This attractive and detailed map showcases all of the inner city of Hanoi, as it was in March 1974, only 14 

months after it was very heavy bombed by the U.S. Air Force, although this experience only seemed to  



heighten the city resolve, as North Vietnam prepared to drive home final victory in the Vietnam War.  

While half of the cityôs population was temporarily evacuated to the countryside during the bombing, they 

soon returned, and city was rapidly repaired.  The map was map by the Land Survey Bureau of the Prime 

Ministerôs Office of North Vietnam, which was responsible for producing official maps for civilian use.  

The built-up areas of the city are represented by pink blocks, while every street is delineated and named.  

Hanoi is shown to be built amongst numerous lakes, while the óSông HΩngô (Red River), flows down the 

right-hand side of the scene.  Most of the streets follow the rational urban plan created during the French 

colonial period, while the city is graced by numerous grand Art Nouveau edifices.  The legend, in the 

lower-right, identifies the pictographic symbols used for churches, temples, theatres, cinemas, pharmacies, 

hospitals, post offices, schools and libraries, etc.  There are also symbols for transportation infrastructure, 

including railways, tramlines and stations, taxi stands, and ferry terminals.  

Hanoi is here shown to be a vibrant and culturally rich city befitting the capital of what was soon to become 

a united Vietnam.  The inset in the upper right shows the inner city within the greater context of its rapidly 

growing suburbs.  Hanoiôs population had tripled from 1950 to 1974, whereupon it had a population of 

723,000 (today Hanoi proper has over 5 million residents, while the greater metro area has a population 

of around 20 million!).  

When observing the map, one would have no idea that barely 14 months previous, Hanoi endured the 

heaviest aerial bombardment of any major city since World War II.  While the U.S. Airforce had 

bombarded Hanoi during Operation Rolling Thunder (March 2, 1965 - November 2, 1968) and Operation 

Linebacker (May 8 ï October 23, 1972), the onslaught the North Vietnamese capital endured during 

Operation Linebacker II (December 18-29, 1972) was something altogether different.  The Nixon 

Administration felt humiliated that the U.S. and South Vietnam were heading towards decisive defeat 

during the Vietnam War, and frustrated that the North Vietnam was not receptive to their proposed peace 

terms, attempted a desperate, and may say highly immoral, 11th-hour bid to literally bomb Hanoi into 

submission.   

During Operation Linebacker II, over 12 days and nights, the U.S. Air force mercilessly pounded Hanoi, 

supposedly aiming for military and infrastructure targets but, in reality, leveling entire civilian 

neighborhoods.  Astoundingly, over 20,000 tons of ordnance was dropped on Hanoi, Haiphong and 

surrounding areas.  In the end, 2,380 Vietnamese civilians in Hanoi were killed, although this number 

would have been much higher had the government had not evacuated half of the cityôs residents to the 

countryside.    

The American bombing of Hanoi remains highly controversial to the present day, as it was so poorly, or 

recklessly, prosecuted (missing so many key targets, yet hitting so many civilian places) that many believe 

that it was a war crime, violating commonly accepted rules for air campaigns.  

Operation Linebacker II backfired spectacularly, as instead of terrorizing the North Vietnamese into 

submission, it revealed the Nixon Administrationôs desperation and incompetence, and was one of the 

main factors that motivated North Vietnam to push ahead towards total victory in the war, which was 

achieved upon the Fall of Saigon (April 30, 1975).  From that point onwards, the Democratic Republic of 

Vietnam ruled all of the country, as it does to the present day. 

As for Hanoi, while the damage was awesome (tens of thousands of people lost their homes) and much 

infrastructure was destroyed, the cityôs citizens pulled together, and Hanoi was repaired with a speed that 

shocked outside observers.  

As such, the present map, published in March 1974, served as a subtle but effective work of propaganda, 

as it shows Hanoi to be an intact, well-ordered and culturally rich city with no signs of the destructive 

events that occurred just over a year before.  The message is clear: the American bombing meant nothing 

to the big picture, and Hanoi, and North Vietnam, are on the home stretch to victory! 

 

A Note on Editions and Rarity 

The map was issued in 3 progressively updated editions, published in 1965, 1974 (the present example) 

and 1979. 

All editions of the map are rare, we can trace 7 institutional examples in any of the editions.  

 

References: Library of Congress: G8024.H15 1974 .V5; OCLC: 15162051. 

550 EUR 

 

  



10. RUSSIA - MURMAN (KIROV) RAILWAY 

WORLD WAR I ς EASTERN FRONT /  CARTOGRAPHIC 

ESPIONAGE 

RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR ς ALLIED INTERVENTION IN RUSSIA 

GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND MAPS 
 

 

 

 

 

[KÖNIGLICH  PREUßISCHE LANDESAUFNAHME ]. 

Plan der Murmanbahn. 

[Berlin:  Königlich  Preußische Landesaufnahme, September] 1918. 

 

Photolithograph on 3 un-joined sheets, each printed on different wartime paper stock, with sheets bearing 

old institutional handstamps of the óKönigl[ich] Preuss[ische] Generalstab Kartensammlungô and the 

óGeographisches Institut d. Kgl. Universität Berlinô, old hand-stamped and manuscript inventory 

numbers to blank margins, old manuscript ñDubl[et].ò (Duplicate) deaccession annotations (Good, 

overall clean and bright, old folds, Sheet 2 with old tape repair to tear in lower-right quadrant and some 

short marginal tears repaired from verso), 3 sheets of irregular size: Sheet 1: 63 x 35 cm; Sheet 2: 77 x 35 

cm; Sheet 3: 99.5 x 41.5 cm; if joined would form a map approximately 230 x 35 cm (90.5 x 14 inches). 

 

An exceedingly rare, gargantuan (2.3 metres long!), and highly detailed 3-sheet map of the Murman 

Railway (later the Kirov Railway), one of the most important military transport corridors in the world, 

linking the core of Russia to Murmansk, the countryôs only ice-free port with unfettered access to the 

Atlantic; published in Berlin for the High Command of the German Army in September 1918, in the dying 

days of World War I, when the line was of paramount geostrategic concern; the map based on a top-secret 

British plan obtained by clandestine methods, this particular example hailing from the map library of the 

German General Staff, meaning that it was available for consultation by the most senior commanders. 

  



The Murman Railway (Russian: ʄʫʨʤʘʥʩʢʦʡ ʞʝʣʝʟʥʦʡ ʜʦʨʦʛʠ; German: Murmanbahn), since 

1935 known as the Kirov Railway, was for many years the one of the most important transport corridors 

in the world.  During World War I, Russia desperately needed an all-year ice-free port with unfettered 

access to the Atlantic, as its Baltic and Black Sea harbours were blocked by the Central Powers, while 

Archangel, its existing major Arctic Sea port, was often ice-bound.  Fortunately, the Murman Coast, on 

the northern edge of the Kola Peninsula, in far northwestern Russia, while lying above the Arctic Circle, 

was ice-free year-round due to the incredibly warm North Atlantic Drift current.   

Late in 1914, Czar Nicholas II ordered that a railway to be built from Petrozadavosk (about 400 km 

northeast of St. Peterburg) to the Murman Coast, which lay 900 km to the north.  This would be an 

incredibly ambitious endeavour, especially during wartime, as its route would have to immense expanses 

of stony and swampy taiga, while skirting lakes and inlets.   

Work on what became known as the Murman Railway commenced in 1915.  As Russia was enduring a 

severe labour shortage due to the ongoing conflict, construction was largely executed by German and 

Austrian prisoners of war, who had the unenviable task of crushing rocks and laying lines almost each and 

every day, often in minus 20-degree temperatures!  

Late that year, the Russian engineers searched for the ideal port to be the seaward terminus for the railway, 

and rejecting the established harbours of Alexandrovka and Kola, they selected what was a small railway 

camp on Kola Bay, at point that was over 2 degrees north of the Arctic Circle.  This settlement, called 

Romanov-on-Murman (later Murmansk), was granted a municipal charter in 1916, making it the last city 

to be established in czarist Russia.  

During the February 1917 Revolution (which occurred in March according to the Gregorian calendar), the 

Czarist regime was overthrown, as the Russian war effort began to collapse. Romanov was duly renamed 

Murmansk. 

The Murman Railway was completed in the spring of 1917, and ónew-buildô line from Petrozavadosk to 

Murmansk extended for 1,054 km (655 miles), and featured 52 stations along the way, while the greater 

connection from St. Petersburg to Murmansk was 1,448 km (900 miles) long.  

The railway provided the ailing Russian side with a vital lifeline of supplies from the Western Allies during 

what was a desperate time in the conflict.  The Royal Navy formed the British North Russia Squadron, 

and made Murmansk its base in an effort to facilitate these operations.   

However, the Murmansk Railway region soon became caught up in the emerging Russian Civil War, a 

conflict between óRedô Bolshevik forces and the óWhiteô supporters of a Czarist restoration.  While Britain 

ideologically favoured the White cause, their primarily concern was winning World War I, so they initially 

cooperated with the Red side where and whenever practical, as their primary aim was to keep the Eastern 

Front alive so as to weaken the Germans along the Western Front.   

The Allied war effort suffered a major blow when the Soviet leader, Vladimir Lenin, signed the Treaty of 

Brest-Litovsk (March 3, 1918), whereby Russia essentially capitulated to Germany in the east, in favour 

of a cession of all hostilities and Russia being guaranteed possession of the lionôs share of its territory.  

Indeed, the Red Army could not afford to fight both the Whites and the Germans at the same time.  

  



Meanwhile, the situation in many areas across Russia at the local level was far more complex, as some 

Red Army detachments feared renewed conflict with the Germans or their proxies.  For this reason, the 

local Bolshevik command ironically invited the British to land ground forces in Murmansk to ensure that 

it did not fall into White hands.  The first British troops arrived on March 4, the day after the signing of 

the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 

During a part of what became known as the óAllied Interventionô in Russia, the British landed ever more 

troops at Murmansk, and were later joined in the greater region by American forces, which took control 

of Archangel.  Their goal was to reopen the Eastern Front, to force the final defeat of Germany.  While 

Germany surrendered at the Armistice of November 11, 1918, it was not long before the Allied forces in 

Northwestern Russia came into conflict with the Bolsheviks, as British and the U.S. decided to actively 

side with the White forces in the ongoing Civil War.  

The Murmansk Railway region was scene of vicious fighting, often in brutal winter conditions, between 

Allied and Red troops.  However, after over four years of war, it was clear that the Alliesô hearts were not 

into the battle, and the British and Americans vacated Murmansk and the greater region in September 

1919, leaving it to fall under Red control.  Likewise, the Allies eventually gave left all of their positions 

in Russia.  

In the post-revolutionary period, Murmansk, served by the Murman Railway, became a vital commercial 

port for the Soviet Union.  The line was renamed the óKirov Railwayô in 1935, after Sergei Kirov, a 

Bolshevik hero who was assassinated the year previous.  

During World War II, Murmansk and the Kirov Railway, once again, attained the highest geostrategic 

importance, as Stalinôs main lifeline to the Western allies.  While parts of the railway between Svir and 

Petrozadovosk were occupied by Finnish (German allied) forces from 1941 to 1943, millions of tons of 

weapons and supplies were shipped in to aid Russia by Britain and the United States.  This resupply route 

was so critical that many historians believe that the Soviets would have been severely crippled, and maybe 

even ultimately defeated by Germany without it.   

Since World War II and up the present day the Kirov Railway has remained a vital transport corridor, with 

Murmansk being the largest city in the world above the Arctic Circle, with population of around 300,000.  

 

The Present Map in Focus 

The present 3-sheet, 2.3-metre-long strip map, is an early, exceptionally detailed rendering of the Murman 

Railway, having been published on the orders of the German Armyôs High Command in September 1918, 

in the chaotic final days of World War I.  Specifically, the map was photolithographed in Berlin by the 

Königlich Preußische Landesaufnahme (Royal Prussian Survey Office), which often assumed 

responsibility for producing German military maps.   

To a large scale of 1:400,000, the map shows the entire length of the Murman Railway from 

Petrozadavosk to Murmansk.  All place named are given in both Russian Cyrillic and 

transliterations into German (Murmansk appears as óʄʫʨʤʘʥʲ / Murman (Romanov)).  The railway 

line is expressed as a bold black line that weaves around numerous muskeg swamps, lakes, and 

  



 inlets of the White Sea.  The legend below the title identifies the symbols used for óBnf. Signatur 

(In Wirklichkeit liegt unmittlebar an der Bahn!)ô (Railway Station directly on the line), being a double 

circle half-filled in black; and óWersttafeln, welche Entfernungen in Wert angeben!ô (Distance markers, 

noting intervals along the line in kms), shown by single circles half-filled in back.   

The map is so detailed that it is clear that the Germans obviously copied it from a top-secret 

Allied source, as the Russians would never publicly disseminate such a preicise map of their 

prize military asset, especially during wartime.  Indeed, the map follows a professional 

engineerôs plan, and its use could potentially greatly imperil the security of the railway if it fell 

into the wrong hands at the wrong time.    

Fortunately, the question of the mapôs antecedent appears to be solved by a contemporary 

manuscript note written on the example held by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

which reads ñEnglischen Planes der Murmanbahn!ò (ñEnglish Plan of the Murman Railwayò).  Indeed, 

the British forces in the Murmansk area would have been given access to top-secret Russian plans of the 

railway, as they used, and at times were responsible for protecting the line.  The Germans had excellent 

spy networks imbedded in both Russia and within the British Army, and there are 1,001 ways that a copy 

of a secret engineersô plan of the Murman Railway could found its way to Berlin.  

Naturally, one might wonder why Germanyôs most elite military cartographers in Berlin were 

preoccupied with redrafting and publishing their own gargantuan map of the Murman Railway 

in September 1918, only a matter of weeks before Germanyôs complete collapse and capitulation 

in World War I.  The answer is that few people, on either side of conflict, in September 1918, 

expected Germany to fold so soon and so suddenly (Germany sued for peace in November 1918 

mainly because of internal upheaval, in theory it could have continued fighting).  Most German 

officers then knew that their country was on the ropes but assumed that she could still prosecute 

the war well enough to secure a decent postwar settlement, if not the status qua antebellum.  As 

the main reason for the Allies sending troops to the Murmansk area was to reopen the Eastern 

Front, it was thus only natural that the German High Command would have valued a map, such 

as the present work, that could assist them in monitoring and counteracting such an endeavor.  

Indeed, despite Brest-Litovsk, Germany was so concerned about the Eastern Front that they it 

had 1 million troops posted in the East upon the warôs end.  

Interestingly, the present example of the map is printed upon variable, cheap paper stock of 

different sizes (Sheet 1 is printed on brownish newsprint-like paper, Sheet 2 is on an off-white 

paper, while Sheet 3 is on a bright white stock).  This is due the fact that in September 1918, 

Germany was suffering such severe shortage of paper (not to mention other supplies) that even 

their finest official mapmakers had to make-due with any scraps they could find. 

 

The Provenance of the Present Map 

The present example of the map has a stellar provenance, as it was originally in the collection 

of the óKönigl[ich] Preuss[ische] Generalstab Kartensammlungô, per their handstamps, the official 

map library of the German Army High Command (General Staff), in Berlin.  This means that  

this particular example of the map was available for consultation by Germanyôs top generals.  In 

the immediate wake of the war, as was common, the present map was transferred from the 

military map library to a civilian academic institution with close ties to the government, in this 

case the óGeographisches Institut d. Kgl. Universität Berlinô (Geographical Institute of the Royal 

University of Berlin), per their handstamps; the inclusion of óKöniglichô (Royal) on the stamps 

suggests that the transfer was done very soon after that fall of the German Empire, as the 

Institutôs name was not yet updated to account for the republicanization of Germany.  

Importantly, the sheets feature the annotation ñDubl[et].ò, meaning óDuplicate, indicating that 

the present map was deaccessioned from the Institutôs library into the public sphere, seemingly 

many decades ago. 

 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is extremely rare.  The Königlich Preußische Landesaufnahme would have issued only 

a handful of examples, as a highly classified document for the exclusive use of senior German officers, 

while wartime paper shortages would have limited production to the necessary minimum.  

We can trace only 3 institutional examples of the map listed online, held by the Deutschen 

Nationalbibliothek (Leipzig), Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, and University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign.  Also, there must be a handful of additional examples in a few German libraries, such as at 

the Universität Berlin and perhaps the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin; many collections of 20th 

century maps in German institutions are yet to be fully catalogued.  We cannot trace any sales 

records for the map. 

 

References: Deutschen Nationalbibliothek (Leipzig): 1914 T 83; Bayerische Staatsbibliothek: Mapp. 

XV,26 z; University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: G7063.M8P3 1918 .P5; OCLC: 719071635, 

981766084, 166104209. 
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11. INDIA 

HATKAR REBELLION (MAHARASHTRA) - CALCUTTA 

IMPRINT ς EARLY INDIAN JOURNALISM 

EARLY MAP PRINTING IN INDIA 
 

 

 

James Silk BUCKINGHAM (1786 - 1855), Editor. 

The Calcutta Journal, or, Political, Commercial, and Literary Gazette, vol. III, no. 71. 

[Including the Maps:] Sketch of the positions taken up before the Fort of Nowah 1819 and Plan & 

Sketch of the Fort of Nowah 1819. 

[Calcutta:] Union Press, Friday, April 23, 1819. 

4° Newspaper (28.5 x 21.5 cm): 8 ff., including 2 full page engraved maps (versos blank), not bound, 

modern marbled paper spine (Very Good, overall clean and bright, a couple of tiny, barely noticeable holes 

lower right running entirely through, second map with a very small hole in lower centre seemingly due to 

a natural paper imperfection). 

An important issue of óThe Calcutta Journalô, one of the highest quality, most influential 

and controversial newspapers in India of the first third of the 19th century, notably 

featuring an authoritative and detailed eyewitness account of the Siege of Nowah (near 

Nanded, Maharashtra), the decisive battle of the óHatkar Rebellionô, extraordinarily 

illustrated by two engraved maps published from original military engineersô 

manuscripts ï exceedingly rare like all early Indian periodicals.  

The Calcutta Journal, founded and edited by James Silk Buckingham, later a famous adventurer and travel 

writer, was perhaps the highest quality, most influential and controversial newspaper in India of its era, in 

addition to being its first daily.  While it operated only between October 1818 and April 1823, it became 

the highest-selling periodical in India due to its ability to break news before its competitors and its 

fascinating articles on ongoing wars, Britainôs new overseas ventures and human-interest stories, with 

some issues illustrated with engraved maps (then a very rare and expensive medium in India).   



The present work is the Friday, April 23, 1819 issue of The Calcutta Journal, which importantly features 

an exceedingly detailed and authoritative report of the Siege of Nowah (January 8-31, 1819), the decisive 

event of the Hatkar Rebellion, written by an officer who participated in the action.  Importantly, the report 

is illustrated with two full page engraved maps based upon original field engineerôs manuscripts. 

To background, the Hatkar Rebellion was 20-year-long revolt by the Hatkars, a subcaste of the Dhangars, 

a breeding caste known for their marital skills, who fought against the rule of the Nizam of Hyderabad.  

They lived in the Nanded and Berar regions in what is today Maharashtra, and were led by a brave and 

clever leader, Novsaji Naik.  The Hatkars had previously fought for the Maratha Confederacy, but with 

the decline of what was once Indiaôs most powerful native power, their land came under the auspices of 

the Nizam of Hyderabad. 

The British East India Company (EIC) completed its quest to dominate peninsular India upon vanquishing 

and total dissolving the Maratha Confederacy during the Third Anglo-Maratha War (1817-8).   As this 

victory neared, the Nizam, an ardent ally of the British, asked the EIC to assist him in subduing the Hatkars.  

The British duly consented, as they knew that allowing unrest to go unchecked anywhere, could cause 

rebellion to spread like wildfire across the country.  In other words, it was critical for the British to project 

strength, as their gains could be quickly undone by any sign of weakness.  

In late 1818, the Hatkars controlled several important positions in the Nanded and Berar regions, posing a 

major threat to the adjunct British and Hyderabadi territories.  The most important of these bastions was 

Nowah, near Umarkhed, Nanded District (Maharashtra).  Nowah was a well-built square shaped fortress, 

manned by force of 500 Arab mercenaries. 

The British sent a force of 3,782 troops commanded by Major Robert Pitman of the Bengal Native Infantry, 

to take out Nowah.  Arriving on site on January 7, 1819, Pitmanôs force besieged the fortress for 23 days, 

launching a massive volley of artillery at the enemy, while enduring Hatkar counterattacks.  While 

Novsajiôs men fought bravely, the British were eventually able to storm and take the fort.  This effectively 

ended the Hatkar Rebellion, strengthened the Anglo-Hyderabadi bond and restoring peace to what is today 

the interior of Maharashtra.  

Focusing upon the account of the Siege of Nowah within the present issue of The Calcutta Journal, it was 

delivered to the paper in the form of an anonymous letter, óTo the Editorô signed N., dated Calcutta March 

27, 1819, and that stated that while the report was ñonly intended for the private information of a fewò, 

óNô hoped that the unnamed author would not mind it being published if it benefited the public.  In any 

event, the author of the report clearly possessed direct and high-level knowledge of the events at Nowah.  

The contained óJournal of the Siege of Nowahô is accompanied by 2 maps, or ñSketches, the detail of 

which will be very easily understood, and very instructiveò.  It tracks the daily progress of the battle from 

January 7 to 31, and in great detail records the artillery positions, types of ordnance used, and the actions 

related to the fierce British volley against the fort and the Hatkarsô countermeasures.  It was a true contest, 

as the British pressed hard, and the Hatkars resisted with great courage and spirit. 

The climax occurred on January 31, when British sappers planted mines by the northwest corner of the 

Nowah, blowing holes in its side, so allowing a ñstorming partyò to rush into the bastion, meeting little  

  



resistance.  It is remarked that ñalthough opposition we met within the breach, was so different from the 

resolution and watchfulness displayed by the garrison at all times during the siegeò; the reason was that 

the defenders were apparently stunned by the mines and did not in any way expect to be stormed.  

Moreover, the British noticed that of the Haktars ñdid not appear that they had any idea of surrenderingò, 

and were prepared to fight for much longer.  

The British officer also noted that the Nowah Fort was one of ñvery considerable strength; not derived 

from, as is usually the case in this part of India, from the natural advantages of the situation, but from it 

being constructed, in almost every respect; according to the general principles of fortificationò, and that 

aspects of it were ñadmirably constructedò in a manner that ñWould not disgrace a European fortificationò. 

Importantly, the report is accompanied by 2 engraved maps, óDrawn and Engraved expressly for the 

Calcutta Journalô.  This is significant, as printing maps in India was extremely expensive and difficult to 

arrange prior to the introduction of lithography to the Subcontinent in the early 1820s and the founding of 

countryôs first professional map publisher, the Asiatic Lithographic Press (est. 1823).  Indeed, in 1819 

there would have been only a few people in Calcutta capable of engraving maps.  For these reasons very 

few maps were printed in India prior to the 1820s and newspaper issues only seldom featured maps.   

It should be noted that both maps are based upon manuscripts that must had been drafted by a professional 

military engineer, due to their quality, style and detailing. 

The first map, óSketch of the positions taken up before the Fort of Nowah 1819ô, depicts the fort and its 

vicinity, noting the British artillery positions set up to the north (note that the map has a southward 

orientation), while British cavalry units cover the other sides to prevent a Haktar retreat.  

The second map, óPlan & Sketch of the Fort of Nowah 1819ô, provides a close-up view of the fort and 

shows how the British óstorming partyô breached its defenses on January 31.  A formal engineerôs plan, it 

depicts the fort in exacting detail with key aspects identified by letter.  a represents the British 

entrenchments in preparation for the storming; b shows the positioning of the mines, c shows the 3 

breaches in the fort on the northwest corner, dd shows the supposedly bomb-proof ramparts, and ee shows 

the traverse on the southwest corner.  In the lower right corner of the map is a side profile of the óSection 

through the Breachesô while to the right is a sectional profile of the entire fort.  

Otherwise this issue of The Calcutta Journal features many of the things that one would expect, with 

sections such as a óGeneral Survey of Newsô, noting the death of Queen Charlotte, matters in Parliament, 

etc.; news from Europe; news from Asia, noting other military affairs in India and Stamford Rafflesô 

adventures in Aceh (Sumatra); Nautical news; Domestic Occurrences; Shipping Intelligence and 

Commercial Reports (giving weekly Import statistics for commodities into Calcutta from both the Inland 

and from the Sea). 

A Note on Rarity 

The present issue of The Calcutta Journal is extremely rare, like all issues of early Indian newspapers.  It 

is also remarkable for being illustrated with 2 maps, a feature seldom seen in Indian periodicals, especially 

before the 1820s.  

A few libraries hold incomplete collections of issues, including the British Library, Library of Congress 

and National Library of Singapore.  Moreover, we can trace only a couple of instances of issues appearing 

at auction over the last 25 years.  

The Calcutta Journal: Indiaôs Top-Notch but Controversial First Daily  

The Calcutta Journal, or, Political, Commercial, and Literary Gazette, while brief lived, was one of the 

most influential, high quality and controversial newspapers issued in India during the first third of the 19th 

century.   

It was founded and edited by James Silk Buckingham (1786 - 1855), an author, journalist, traveler and 

politician who would become internationally famous for his 1820s accounts of his voyages through the 

Middle East.  A self-educated man, haling for a naval background, Buckingham spent a great deal of time 

living with non-Western peoples and this led him to have an unusually modern and progressive social 

views.  He was also heavily influenced by the Whig Party and the radical philosophy movement in 

England.  These factors led him to form close bonds with leading Bengali reformers, such as Rammohan 

Roy.    

Buckingham published the first issue of The Calcutta Journal on October 2, 1818, and for some time 

issues appeared bi-weekly, until June 1819, when they were produced daily, making it Indiaôs first daily 

newspaper.  The enterprise was sponsored by the free trading community of businessmen in Calcutta, who 

generally held liberal views and who had major ongoing grievances against the EICôs conservative, 

monopolistic regime.  These sentiments, combined with Buckinghamôs own radicalism, guided the paperôs 

editorial policy.  

Buckingham spared no expense or effort to ensure that the paper stood out from its contemporaries, aiming 

to include the highest quality articles based upon the most current news from across India and abroad.  

Importantly, a handful of the issues (including the present) featured engraved maps of the sites of important 

current events, including key military battles or the founding of new colonial outposts.  These maps were 

usually based upon original manuscripts and were often the first printed maps of these subjects.  Notably, 

one issue even included the earliest map of newly founded colonial base of Singapore.  It must be noted 

that map engraving in India was very expensive and could only be executed by a very small number of 

people.  

Buckinghamôs investments in quality paid off, as in what was a fiercely competitive environment, The 

Calcutta Journal had the largest readership of any periodical in the Subcontinent.  By 1821, the paper had 

over 1,000 regular subscribers, a huge number for India. 

However, the East India Company, which ruled British India, was a private, for-profit corporation that 

jealously guarded its interests.  British subjects resident in India did not enjoy the same legal rights as they 

did at home or in other colonies, and this was especially evident with respect to the EICôs treatment of the 

press.  Its regime of censorship started right from the beginning, as the Company shuttered Calcuttaôs first 

newspaper, Hickyôs Bengal Gazette, in 1782, founded by the cityôs first printer, James Augustus Hickey.  

From then on, the censorship laws were often applied arbitrarily, depending on the whims of the governor-

general of the day.   



The EIC was notoriously corrupt and riddled with nepotism and favouritism, and this was much resented 

by Buckinghamôs circle of reformers and free liberal traders.  

The Companyôs hierarchy took an immediate dislike towards Buckingham, and the feeling was mutual.  

While there is no evidence that Buckingham encouraged rebellious sentiments, the EIC was deeply 

suspicious of his ties to Bengali reformers and the more ótroublesomeô members of the British community 

in Calcutta. 

However, the big rift occurred when Buckingham started publishing óanonymousô letters to the editor in 

The Calcutta Journal that called out specific instances of EIC maleficence.  On less frequent occasions, 

Buckingham also penned editorials in his own name that called out similar abuses. 

These actions enraged members of the EICôs council, and they had their General Secretary issue numerous 

letters or reprimand to Buckingham, which assumed an increasingly threatening tone. 

However, Lord Hastings, the Governor-General of India from October 1813 to January 1823, was 

personally of a relatively liberal disposition and he forbade any overt actions to hinder the operations of 

The Calcutta Journal.   

In January 1823, John Adam, the most ardently anti-Buckingham member of the council, became acting 

Governor-General, and moved quickly to shut down the paper (the last issue of The Calcutta Journal 

appeared on April 26, 1823) and to expel Buckingham from India.   

Buckingham had many powerful friends in Calcutta who were outraged by what they saw as Adamôs 

overreaction.  However, the Acting Governor-General moved so swiftly that Buckingham was long gone 

before they could do anything meaningful to protest his measures.  Many believed that the loss of The 

Calcutta Journal marked a steep decline in the quality of journalism in India (certainly it made journalists 

afraid to voice their opinions).  

Subsequent EIC administrations came to regard Adamôs actions as an overreach, and the furore over the 

fate of The Calcutta Journal gradually led to the liberalization of the press in India.  

In 1834, the House of Commons declared that the shuttering of The Calcutta Journal and Buckinghamôs 

removal from India to have been unjust.  It ordered the EIC to apologize to Buckingham and to grant him 

compensation in the form of an annual pension of £200. 

 

References: Cf. British Library: Asia, Pacific & Africa SM 155; Library of Congress: Newspaper 2263; 

A. F. Salahuddin AHMED, Social Ideas and Social Change in Bengal 1818-1835 (1965), pp. 58-65. 

 

1.200 EUR 

  



12. MISSOURI, U.S.A. 

GERMAN IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heinrich von MARTELS (1803 - 1893). 

Briefe ¿ber die westlichen Theile der vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika. Von Heinrich v. Martels 

Premier Lieutenant im 8ten. Königl. Hannoverschen Linien-Bataillon. Mit einer Charte vom Missouri-

Staate. 

Osnabr¿ck: Friedrich Rackhorst, 1834. 

 

8º (18.5 x 11.5 cm): vi, 194 pages, plus 1 folding map of Missouri with original outline hand colour 

(measuring 29 x 22.5 cm), bound in contemporary chestnut-coloured contemporary boards replacing paper 

wrappers (Very Good, some very light spotting throughout text block and in the margin of the map, first 

four pages with light water-staining, map with attractive colours with tiny tear at hinge not affecting printed 

area, binding firm but with conspicuous edge-wear and chipping; overall an attractive example). 

 

One of the earliest and most influential and controversial accounts of Missouri written for 

prospective German immigrants, penned by Heinrich von Martels, who came to the 

óMissouri Rhinelandô in 1832, while full of ebullient rhetoric intended to aid the authorôs 

land speculation designs, it contains many valuable facts and accounts of early frontier 

life, and is illustrated by a fine custom state map detailing the German settlements, printed 

in the provincial centre of Osnabr¿ck, the work is extremely rare on the market. 

  



German immigration had been a major cornerstone of American life since early colonial times.  In the 

early to mid-19th Century, Germany, which was then composed of dozens of independent states, was 

overpopulated, socially ossified and politically repressive, with poor income distribution, causing many 

Germans to look for new lives abroad.   

Missouri entered the Union as a state in 1821, and while it occupied prime real estate along the Mississippi, 

anchored by the well-established river port of St. Louis, it was still sparsely settled (the entire state had a 

population of only 70,000), wild Western frontier region.  Most of the settlers were transplants from other 

parts of the U.S. and there were very few immigrants ï although that was about to change. 

From 1824 to 1827, Gottfried Duden (1789 - 1856), a German traveller, explored and lived in Missouri.  

He was so taken by the place, that upon his return to Germany he published, at his one expanse, 1,500 

copies of his Reise nach den westlichen Staaten Nordamerikas und einen mehrjährigen Aufenthalt am 

Missouri in den Jahren 1824 bis 1827é [Report of a Journey to the Western States of North America and 

a Multi-year Sojourn in the Years 1824 through 1827é] (Elberfeld, Germany: S. Lucas, 1829).  This work 

was a glowing account of Missouri, that portrayed it as having endless fertile land, a pleasant, almost 

winterless climate, and friendly locals.  While some if this was true, Duden curiously visited the region 

during what was a run of obscenely warm winters, and while Missouri was well suited to agrarian settlers, 

his rosy portrayal downplayed the backbreaking work required to make living in a largely undeveloped 

frontier region. 

Dudenôs report proved wildly popular, and it spurred the first great wave of German immigration to 

Missouri.  óEmigration societiesô were formed in Germany to facilitate the mass transfer of settlers to 

Missouri who could establish entire townships upon their arrival.  

One person who was heavily influenced by Duden, and who was also a personal acquaintance, was 

Heinrich von Martels (1803 - 1893), a gymnasium-educated former officer in the Hanoverian Army from 

Osnabr¿ck area.  In 1832, Martels immigrated to Missouri with his father, a minor nobleman, and his 

brothers.  They settled a farm along the north bank of the Missouri River about 30 miles west of St. Louis, 

in an area that soon came to be known as the óMissouri Rhinelandô due to its heavy German population.  

Martels, like Duden, was much taken by Missouri, but returned to Germany after only a year, as he was 

homesick; his father and bothers remained in the new home.  

Not long after Martelsôs return to Germany, he issued the present work, an amazing account of Missouri, 

published in Osnabr¿ck by the local printer Friedrich Rackhorst.  The text came in the form of a series of 

letters written to an ñantagonist of America and the emigrations that took place thereò and seeks óto win 

overô the reader as to virtues of moving to Missouri.   

Engagingly written, with remarkable gusto, Martels portrays Missouri as nothing short of an earthly 

paradise of bounty and freedom, in great contrast to the stifling and jealous atmosphere of Germany.  He 

provides many incredibly valuable anecdotes and facts about frontier life in Missouri, including accounts 

of its people, settlements, infrastructure and natural wonders, and the process and costs of purchasing land, 

equipment and labour.  However, in many places his tone that of a óslick salesmanô, seeming a little too 

eager to promote Missouri to a naïve audience.  As while much of the information provided is of merit, 

being genuinely useful, his true motive seemed to be to promote settlement for the sake of Martelsôs own 

personal gain, in the form of planned land speculation schemes.   

A highlight of the work is the attractive folding map of Missouri, which was especially engraved in 

Osnabr¿ck for the book.  It shows the state before the addition of its northwestern corner, due the Platte 

Purchase of 1836, and shows all its counties outlined in attractive hues.  All villages and towns are named, 

while the stateôs fledging road system is delineated.  Of particular interest, the various German settlements 

along the Missouri River, to the west of St. Louis, are carefully labelled (including óMartelsô in St. Charles 

County), with the inset in the upper left corner further detailing this area. 

Martelsôs work proved highly popular, and next to Dudenôs report, it was one of the most influential early 

German immigration works on Missouri.  It played a role in accelerating German immigration to the state, 

as between 1834 and 1837, an amazing 30,000 Germans moved to Missouri.  This radically altered the 

demographics of the state, and the Missouri Valley area especially, for Missouriôs population, according 

to the 1830 census, was 140,000.  

However, the often overly exuberant nature of Martelsôs work deeply offended many of the settlers in the 

Missouri Rhineland.  While they were perhaps pleased be in Missouri, they found their lives to be hard 

work, and they did not like the facile way Martels summed up their existence.  The also found it unethical 

not to warn prospective settlers of the real challenges that faced them.  Perhaps the most affronted of the 

settlers was Martelsôs own father, Baron von Martels.  A friend of the his wrote: ñPeople who have seen 

it [Heinrich von Martelsôs book] say that it is simply shameful to deceive people in such a fashion.  Old 

Mr. Martels is exercising every means to come into possession of the few copies that have strayed into 

this region. He fears the ridicule that could come upon his familyò (Van Ravenswaay, p. 33). 

As for Heinrich von Martels, perhaps due to the scandal caused by the present work, he never again stepped 

foot in Missouri, although he returned to America in 1843, roaming from Texas to Colorado, before settling 

in Cincinnati.  He worked as journalist, but also engaged in a series of generally unsuccessful real estate 

schemes.  It seems that he was a better writer than a wheeler and dealer! 

German immigration to Missouri (and America in general) continued at a feverish pace, with an especially 

great wave occurring in the wake of the 1848 Revolutions in Germany, in which hundreds of thousands of 

people were displaced upon being declared as political dissidents or faced economic problems due the 

brutal crackdown upon these unsuccessful liberal uprisings.  Indeed, many of the Germans that revolted 

against their own autocratic regimes would have felt far more comfortable in the frontier democracy that 

was the United States.   

German immigration had a profound, if not decisive, impact upon the course of Missouriôs history in the 

mid-19th century.  While the state naturally lay along the fault line between the óNorth and the óSouthô, 

almost all of the German immigrants were ardently opposed to slavery.  Their dogged support of the 

abolitionist movement was instrumental in ensuring that Missouri remained with the Union side during 

the Civil War.   

German Missourians also played a leading role in the stateôs industry and culture, founding major concerns 

such as the brewing titan Anheuser-Busch (ext. 1852).  German culture survives today in Missouri and St. 

Louis has one of the largest Oktoberfests in the world.  In both Missouri, and the United States at large, 

German remains the largest single designation of ancestry, as over 45 million Americans claim significant 

German background.  



A Note on Rarity 

The present work was issued in only the present edition.  There seems to be around a dozen institutional 

examples in libraries worldwide, although it is extremely rare on the market; we cannot trace a sales record 

for another example from the last 30 years. 

 

References: British Library: General Reference Collection 10411.aaa.38; Yale: Zc26 834ma; OCLC: 

27922210; Charles VAN RAVENSWAAY, The Arts and Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri: 

A Survey of a Vanishing Culture (2006), pp. 33-4; Howes M 325; Sabin 44828; Pochmann-Schultz 6950. 

 

1.500 EUR 

 

 

  



13. SARAJEVO 

BOSNIAN CARTOGRAPHY 
 

 

Adolf  WALNY  

K. und K. geogr. Institut [K. & K. Geographic Institute]  

Walnyôs Plan von Sarajevo und Umgebung 

[Walnyôs Map of Sarajevo and Surroundings] 

Sarajevo: Walny [1902-1904]. 

 

Colour lithography, 55 x 75 cm (inches) (soft folds with repaired 

small tears, minor age-toning, but overall in a good condition).  

 

A detailed map of fin de siècle Sarajevo 

 

This stunning detailed map of Sarajevo was made in the first years of 

the 20th century in city itself and marks streets, factories, public 

buildings, barracks, mosques, churches and cemeteries (Muslim, 

Christian and Jewish), in Bosnian and German language, when the 

city, under the Austro-Hungarian rule, was a vivid multi-cultural 

center. 

The map was published by Adolf Walny in the address book of a 

newspaper Bosnische Bote ï Bosanski glasnik (Bosnian News), of 

which Walny was an owner and editor.  

The map was a cause of one of the first biggest copyright lawsuits in 

Sarayevo. In 1907 it was plagiarized by Daniel A. Kajnon, who was a 

year later taken to court by Walny (Hana Younis, (Pre)ġtampa(va)nje 

djela i autorska prava poļetkom 20. stoljeĺa u Bosni i Hercegovini, 

In: BOSNIACA 2020, 2, pp. 88-98) 

References: OCLC 1031712068. 

 

650 EUR 

  



14. VIENNA 
 

 

 

 

 

Alois MAYER  

Sport und Erholung in Wien 

[Sport and Relaxation in Vienna] 

Vienna: Hauptvermessungsabteilung XIV Kartographie 

[Central Survey Office XIV Cartography] - Deutscher 

Verlag für Jugend und Volk [German Publishing House for 

Youth and Nation] [1940] 

 

Colour print, 42 x 60 cm (16.5 x 23.6 inches), verso text (soft 

folds, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A birdôs eye view of Vienna, showing the locations for 

sporting activities in the time of the Nazi rule of the 

city 

 

A birdôs eye view of Vienna shows the city under the German 

Nazi rule after the annexation of Austria in 1939. Marked are 

the grounds on the suburbs of the city, organized for sporting 

activities such as golf, riding, panoramic outings with a car, 

boating and rabbit, boar and deer hunting.  

Worldcat lists two institutional examples (National and 

University Library of Ljubljana, Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, 

Leipzig). 

 

380 EUR  



15. FRANKFURT TRADE FAIR 
 

 

 

 

Die Messestadt Frankfurt a. Main. Frankfurt ï Das Herz Europas. 

Diese Karte veran Schaulicht die Mittelpunktlage von Frankfurt in 

Europa 

Verso: 

Frankfurter Frühjahrs Messe 1925 

[The Trade Fair City of Frankfurt a. Main. Frankfurt - The Heart of 

Europe. This Map Chows the Central Location of Frankfurt in 

Europe] 

 

Frankfurt am Main : Hauser 1925 

Print in black, white, orange, green and red, lettering on the back 68 x 72 

cm (26.7 x 28.3 inches) (soft folds, otherwise in a good condition).  

 

A large map of Europe, made for a Technology Fair of 1925, focuses on 

Frankfurt as the center of the continent. Shown are the air distances, boat 

and train connections to the city. 

Frankfurt Trade Fair or Frankfurter Messe is the largest trade fair ground 

in the world with its history going 800 years back. The oldest still 

existing building was constructed in 1909 and soon the other followed. 

The image in the margin of the upper left corner represents the technical 

pavilion, which was about to open in 1925.   

Worldcat lists one institutional example (Universitätsbibliothek Erfurt / 

Forschungsbibliothek Gotha) 

References: OCLC 246175919.  

 

320 EUR  



16. YEREVAN  

ARMENIA 

SOVIET CARTOGRAPHY 
 

 

 

 

ɻʣʘʚʥʦʝ ʫʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʛʝʦʜʝʟʠʠ ʠ ʢʘʨʪʦʛʨʘʬʠʠ ʧʨʠ ʉʦʚʝʪʝ ʄʠʥʠʩʪʨʦʚ 

ʉʉʉʈ [Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography at the Council of 

Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics] 

[Map:] ɽʨʝʚʘʥ - ʠʣʣʶʩʪʨʠʨʦʚʘʥʥʘʷ ʧʘʥʦʨʘʤʥʘʷ ʩʭʝʤʘ. [Cover:] 

ɽʨʝʚʘʥ. ʊʫʨʠʩʪʩʢʘʷ ʩʭʝʤʘ 

[Yerevan ï Illustrated Panoramic Map. Tourist Map ] 

Moscow: ɻʣʘʚʥʦʝ ʫʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʛʝʦʜʝʟʠʠ ʠ ʢʘʨʪʦʛʨʘʬʠʠ ʧʨʠ ʉʦʚʝʪʝ 

ʄʠʥʠʩʪʨʦʚ ʉʉʉʈ [Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography at the 

Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 1985 / 1988. 

Coulour lithorgraph, 70 x 62 cm (27.6 x 24.4 inches), (soft folds, overall in a 

good condition).  

 

A well designed Soviet round panorama of Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, 

showcases the city with the surrounding mountains as seen from the Cascade, a 

monumental construction in the center of the city, offering a magnificent view 

of the city and the neighbouring mountains. The view is crowned with a mount 

Ararat, a national symbol of Armenia, which is today located on the other side 

of the Turkish border.  

The back of the map list public buildings, tourist attractions, restaurants etc.  

Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography at the Council of Ministers of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in Moscow published through the decades a 

series of high-quality detailed educational wall maps of its regions and 

republics.  

 

550 EUR  



17. AZERBAIJAN  

GEOLOGY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ɻʣʘʚʥʦʝ ʫʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʛʝʦʜʝʟʠʠ ʠ ʢʘʨʪʦʛʨʘʬʠʠ ʧʨʠ ʉʦʚʝʪʝ 

ʄʠʥʠʩʪʨʦʚ ʉʉʉʈ [Main  Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography 

at the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics] 

ɸʟʝʨʙʘʡʜʞʘʥʩʢʘʷ ʉʉʈ  

[Azerbaijan SSR] 

Moscow: ɻʣʘʚʥʦʝ ʫʧʨʘʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʛʝʦʜʝʟʠʠ ʠ ʢʘʨʪʦʛʨʘʬʠʠ ʧʨʠ 

ʉʦʚʝʪʝ ʄʠʥʠʩʪʨʦʚ ʉʉʉʈ [Main  Directorate of Geodesy and 

Cartography at the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics] 1975 

 

Colour lithography, 85 x 94 cm (33.4 x 37 inches) (soft folds slightly 

scuffed, otherwise in a good condition). 

 

A large impressive wall map in Russian language represent the 

geological structure of Azerbaijan.  

Main Directorate of Geodesy and Cartography at the Council of 

Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in Moscow 

published through the decades a series of high-quality detailed 

educational wall maps of its regions and republics.  

We could not find any institutional examples on Worldcat.  

 

280 EUR 

 

 

 



18. UYGUR 

CHINA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [Survey and Administration Office] 

 пЃᴉϧᴉϼ й϶ ᷀ᴉзᴉжнтϜϼ анжнϧ͟ϝϚ ϼнПтнϚ ᶿϝϯзЃϫᴉ 

 

[Title of the in-set map:]  

[Map of Xinjiang  Uygur Autonomous Region. Xinjiangôs Position in the Motherland. First 

Edition ]  

[S. l., probably Qingdao:]  [Shandong Provincial Geographic Publishing 

House] September 1985 

 

Colour print: 50 x 65 cm (19.7 x 25.6 inches) (soft folds, but overall in a good condition) 

 

A detailed map in Chinese with Uygur title represents the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region in China, 

which is home to various ethnic groups, such as Turkic Uyghur, Kazakhs and Kyrgyz. The map was 

made in the 1980s, when the area started to experience significant economic and infrastructural 

development.  

We could not find any institutional examples on Worldcat.  

 

550 EUR  



  



19. ISFAHAN, IRAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amirghassem Ghahramani 

Guide Map of Isfahan 

Tehran: Ministry Of Information and Tourism ï Echo of Iran 1974 

 

Colour print, 73 x 60 cm (28.7 x 23.6 inches), verso text, illustrations, photograph and a map (soft folds, 

otherwise in a good condition). 

 

The map showcases Isfahan with its most important monuments and streets in 1974 and was made for the 

participants and visitors of the seventh Asian Games, held in Tehran. The information on the back describe 

the most important monuments, lists the hotels, travel agencies, car rentals and bus companies. The two 

schematic maps show the position of Isfahan in Iran and main routes leading to the city.  

The Asian Games of 1974, with 3010 participating sportsmen and women from 25 countries, were the first 

to be hosted in the Middle East 

 

References: OCLC 48606494, 222529280, 36072832. 

 

220 EUR 

  



20. ETHIOPIA 

ITALIAN INVASION OF ABYSSINIA 

HAILE SELASSIE 

MUSSOLINI 
 

 

 

Saishin echiopiakoku meisai zenzu  

[Latest Details on the Country of Ethiopia]  

Tokyo: Ằ  זּ

 [TǾkyǾ Nichinichi Shinbunsha] [1936] 

Colour lithography, 78 x 54 cm (30.7 x 21.3 inches) (soft folds, tiny tears and loss of paper in with 

margins, but overall in a good condition). 

 

A detailed map in Japanese, printed in 1936, represents Ethiopia, immediately after the Italian invasion. 

The portraits in the lower left corner showcase the to opposite leaders Haile Selassie, the Emperor of 

Ethiopia, and Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini.  

On May 5th, Italian Marshal Pietro Badoglio marched with his troops into Addis Ababa and Mussolini 

declared Ethiopia a province of the Italian Empire. A year later, on 12 May 1936, when this map was 

made, the Emperor of Ethiopia Haile Selassie gave his famous anti-Fascist speech in the League of 

Nations.  

  

Worldcat only lists two institutional examples (Tokyo National Diet Library, New York Public Library 

System). 

References: OCLC 672812563, 1088439602.  

 

280 EUR  



21. NAMIBIA /  DEUTSCH-S¦ɉDWESTAFRIKA 

WWII NAZI DESIGNS IN AFRICA 

INTELLECTUAL PROPAGANDA 
 

 

 

HEERESPLANKAMMER  (GERMAN ARMY SURVEY OFFICE). / Max MOISEL (1869 - 1920) 

& Paul SPRIGADE (1863 - 1928). 

Karte von Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika. Bearbeitet von Paul Sprigade und Max Moisel. / Neubearbeitung 

1940. 

 

Berlin: Dietrich Reimer (Andrews & Steiner), 1940. 

 

Colour print, featuring Nazi era handstamp of the óGeographisches Institut, Koloniale Abteilung, 

Universität Berlinô to upper right corner and various old manuscript inventory numbers in 

blue crayon and pink pen to blank margins (Very Good, clean and bright, some marginal creasing 

and a short repaired tear in upper left blank margin), 75 x 62 cm (29.5 x 24.5 inches). N.B. The image of 

the map provided here censors out the Nazi symbol of the Swastika from the handstamp of the 

óGeographisches Institut, Koloniale Abteilung, Universität Berlinô; this has been done pursuant 

to German laws on the representation of Third Reich symbols; however, this detail is clearly present 

and uncensored on the actual map itself.  

 

A very rare and curious work made in 1940 depicting what is today Namibia as still being 

óGerman Southwest Africaô, even though the country had not been a German colony for 

almost a generation; updating Max Moisel and Paul Sprigadeôs authoritative 1912 map, 

the present work was made for the High Command of the German Armed Forces during 

the early part of World War II as a work of óintellectual propagandaô to advance a serious, 

but ultimately ill-fated, Nazi scheme to regain Germanyôs former colonial possessions in 

Africa ï the present example hailing from the library of the Nazi óColonial Departmentô at 

the University of Berlin. 

 

The present map is one of the great óirredentistô maps of Africa; made for the Oberkommando der 

Wehrmacht (OKW), or High Command of the German Armed Forces, in 1940, early in World War II.  It 

depicts Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika (German Southwest Africa, todayôs Namibia), as still being a German 

colony, even though the country had been ruled by Britain since 1915, having been lost by Germany during 

World War I.     

  



 

In the 1930s, elements of the Nazi hierarchy became wedded to the ideal of seeking the return of 

Germanyôs former African colonies, including Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika, to the óVaterlandô.  During the 

early part of World War II, when the present map was made, they hoped to leverage ógoing easyô on Britain 

in exchange for certain concessions, including the return of the lost colonies.  While this never came about 

in the end, when the present map was made the notion was still considered a serious possibility.   

Indeed, while the map appears at first blush to be a formal military topographical survey (it certainly meets 

the high scientific standards of that purpose), in reality, it is a work of óintellectual propagandaô, that seeks 

to show a revived German-controlled Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika as matter of destiny.  Yet, despite the fact 

that the map bears the note óSonderausgsabe! Nur f¿r ºffentlicher bestimmt!ô (Special Issue! Only intended 

for public use!), in the upper right corner, in reality the map was made in only a very small print run to 

lobby members of the Nazi hierarchy; there is no evidence to suggest that the map was ever publicly 

distributed.  

The map was drafted for the OKW by the Heeresplankammer (Army Survey Office) and was printed by 

the Reimer map house that that had been responsible for issuing most of the important official maps of the 

German colonies during the pre-WWI era.  The Heeresplankammer based the map upon Max Moisel & 

Paul Sprigadeôs, Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika 1:2 000 000 (Berlin: Dietrich Reimer, 1912), which was itself 

reduced from ultra-large scale sectional maps based on systematic triangulated surveys.   

The map depicts Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika to an ample scale of 1:2,000,000, erroneously showing it to still 

be a German colony, but is nevertheless highly detailed and accurate, apart from its revisionist political 

aspects, and shows the countryôs infrastructure updated to the present day.  The óErklärungô (Explanation), 

in the lower left margin, identifies the symbols used for political boundaries; railways, all-season roads for 

autos, roads only passable for autos during the dry season, other routes, and foot paths, while areas of 

elevation are expressed by shading with the spots heights of key peaks given in metres.  

The inset in the lower left corner showcases the óCaprivi Stripô, the curious, narrow band of territory that 

extends from the far northeast corner of Deutsch-S¿dwestafrika deep into the heart of southern Africa.  It 

was the result of a bizarre diplomatic accommodation agreed in 1890 to give Germany access the 

supposedly navigable Zambesi River (which was shortly proven to be unnavigable). 

 

A Note on Rarity  

The present map is extremely rare.  We can trace only a single institutional example of the map, bearing 

the date 1940, held by the ZBW - Leibniz-Informationszentrum Wirtschaft (Kiel); while the 

Universitªts- und Landesbibliothek D¿sseldorf apparently holds an edition dated 1941.  Moreover, we are 

not aware of any sales records.  

The mapôs great rarity is due the fact that it would have been made in only a handful of examples for use 

within high-level Nazi circles, and being relatively large and fragile, it would have had a very low survival 

rate.   

The present example of the map has an intriguing provenance, as it was one held by the library 

of the Koloniale Abteilung (Colonial Department) of the Geographisches Institut (Geography 

Institute) of the University of Berlin, a research unit that was revived by the Nazis to inform 

their designs to regain their lost overseas holdings.  The map features the Abteilungôs handstamp, 

bearing the Nazi eagle and Swastika. 

Nazi Designs in Africa: The Last Chapter of óDeutsch-S¿dwestafrikaô 

In the 1880s, following the óScramble for Africaô, Germany acquired a large colonial empire in Africa, 

which consisted of Deutsch-Südwestafrika (Namibia), Kamerun (Cameroon), Togoland (modern Togo), 

and Deutsch-Ostafrika (modern mainland Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi).  

Berlin formally laid claim to óDeutsch-Südwestafrikaô in 1884, a move that was internationally 

recognised by the Berlin Conference that same year.  The colony was initially managed by the Deutsche 

Kolonialgesellschaft für Südwest-Afrika (German Colonial Society for Southwest Africa), supported by 

German bankers, industrialists and the mayor of Frankfurt, who sought to exploit its considerable mineral 

wealth.  

However, Deutsch Südwestafrika became a crown colony in 1890, as the Kolonialgesellschaft found the 

burden of administration too much to bear, although it retained some of its mineral rights.  Germany then 

invited numerous foreign investors, including British interests, to help develop the colony, supported by 

as many as 10,000 European settlers.    

However, Germany brutally suppressed the indigenous peoples, and their treatment of the Herero and 

Nama nations during the Herero Wars (1904-8) is generally considered to be one of the great war crimes 

of African history.  

Within only a generation of establishing the colony, Germany succeeded in developing an impressive 

infrastructure and a series mines that made Deutsch Südwestafrika an economically productive colony, 

even if every venture was hard-earned in what was an unforgiving desert environment.  

During World War I, conquering Germanyôs African colonies was a priority for Britain and her allies.  

While Germany put up strong resistance in Kamerun and East Africa, South African forces (acting as 

proxy for Britain) had a relatively easy time taking Deutsch Südwestafrika.  They invaded the country in 

September 1914, whereupon the outnumbered German Schutztruppe (Protection Force) was relegated to 

delaying tactics as they sought to evacuate their people and valuables.  Britain gained complete control of 

the colony by July 1915.  

The Treaty of Versailles (1919), which followed the war, saw Germany lose all her colonies, which were 

divided between British and French trusteeship.  Deutsch Südwestafrika became the British protectorate 

of óSouth West Africaô, governed by the Union of South Africa.   

The legality of the loss of Germanyôs African colonies, including Deutsch Südwestafrika, was questioned 

by many Germans, who longed for the day when they could regain possession of these lands, either through 

diplomacy or force.  



Upon the rise of the Nazi regime in 1933, Adolf Hitler and his top lieutenants were not especially sympathetic 

to the notion of regaining the African colonies.  They were far more interested in projecting German power in 

Europe, and saw the African ambitions as an unnecessary, and potentially costly, distraction.   

However, many of Hitlerôs key backers, especially in the business community, were great enthusiasts of 

Germany regaining its óplace in the sunô.  In addition to any symbolic significance, reacquiring the German 

African colonies would give its military-industrial complex access to vital minerals and tropical resources that 

were otherwise in short supply.  While Hitler was never keen, their lobbying eventually succeeded in raising 

the colonial question to a high place on the Third Reichôs agenda.  

In 1937, the Nazis created the Reichskolonialbund (RKB) (English: State Colonial League), an organization 

whose mandate was to ñkeep the population informed about the loss of the German Imperial colonies, to 

maintain contact with the former colonial territories and to create conditions in opinion favourable to a new 

German African Empireò.  Led by old African hands, the RKB was highly influential in Nazi industrial and 

academic circles.  

Following Neville Chamberlainôs complete capitulation to the Nazis at the Munich Conference (1938), many 

in Berlin believed that Britain, and by extension France, could be badgered into agreeing to virtually any 

diplomatic concession, in return for not having to face the German war machine.  The RKB proposed that 

Germany should request that Britain and France return all of Germanyôs African colonies in return for 

continued peace.  While no formal German demands of this kind were ever made, the notion was seriously 

entertained at the highest levels.   

The outbreak of World War II only seemed to strengthen the hand of German colonial interests, as Britain and 

France looked pathetically weak, with many believing that the Entente forces could be either quickly 

vanquished or forced into a peace on terms heavily favouring Germany, including the return of its former 

African colonies.  The hopes of the German Africa lobby were raised when the Wehrmacht totally rolled over 

Belgium and France during their Blitzkrieg campaign (May 10 to June 25, 1940).  However, colonial concerns 

were crowded out in the frenzy that followed the victory, along with Germanyôs failure to break Churchillôs 

resolve at the Battle of Britain (July 10 to October 31, 1940).   

In 1941, Germany became embroiled in its ultimately disastrous invasion of the Soviet Union, and this killed 

any practical notion of Germany regaining her colonies.  It was clear that Britain would not made any 

diplomatic settlement with Nazi Germany, including ceding South West Africa to Berlin, while Germany no 

longer possessed the military resources, let alone the will, to take the colony by force.   

Germanyôs African ambitions were officially extinguished in 1943 when Martin Bornmann dissolved the 

Reichskolonialbund, deeming its purpose to be of ñkriegsunwichtiger Tªtigkeitò (an ñactivity irrelevant to the 

warò).  Deutsch Südwestafrika was thus irrevocably consigned to the realm of history.  

Unfortunately, for the overwhelmingly Black people of South West Africa, from 1948 their country was ruled 

by the South African Apartheid regime.  That horrible chapter ended in 1990 when the country gained gained 

its independence as the Republic of Namibia.  

References: ZBW - Leibniz-Informationszentrum Wirtschaft (Kiel): Kt./C 87/7; OCLC: 255638618 

(which erroneously cites 5 additional holdings). 

950 EUR 



22. TRIPOLI- GHADAMES, LIBYA  

OTTOMAN CARTOGRAPHY 

ITALO-TURKISH WAR 
 

 

 

 

ЁжнϦ .ϞϽО ЁЯϠϜϽА  

[Tripoli . Tunis] 

[S. l., S. n., S. d., but Istanbul circa 1911-12 or 1915]. 

 

Lithograph in sepia, red and light blue, 48 x 60 cm (18.9 x 23.6 inches), (soft folds, small tears repaired 

with old tape with tape marks visible on the front, minor staining, small loss of lower white margins). 

 

A map in Ottoman language embraces the area between Sousse in Tunisia on the north coastline, As-

Sultan south of Sirte, Libya, on the south-east and Malta on the north. The inset maps show Tripoli and 

Ghadames, and red line on the central map marks the route between the two cities.. .  

The in-set map on the left shows Ghadames as it looked in 1860. The city, today located in Libya on the 

Algerian and Tunisian border was an important base for the Trans-Saharan trade, including the slave 

trade. The city, today located in Libya on the Algerian and Tunisian border was at the time an important 

base for the Trans-Saharan trade, including the slave trade.  

The plan of Tripoli on the right is according to the imprint based on a French lithograph.  

The map was made, possibly by the Ottoman military press, in the time of the Italo-Turkish War or 

shortly after and marks the route of the army between Tripoli and Ghadames.  

The war was fought between the Ottoman Empire and Italy from September 1911 until October 1912. In 

October 1911, the Italian army, marching from Tripoli, took over Ghadames. It held the city until June 

1915, when it was forced to retreat back to Tripoli due to a general rising throughout Libya. The 

Ottomans only fully regained the control of the city in 1918.  

We could not find any other examples of the map.  

 

450 EUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



23. CAIRO, EGYPT /  ΨBLACK SATURDAYΩ RIOTS 

EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION OF 1952 
 

 

 

 

 

MIDDLE EAST DRAWING AND REPRODUCTION  OFFICE (M.D.R.) /  42nd  SURVEY 

ENGINEERING REGIMENT (BRITISH ARMY).  

Cairo 1:15,000. 

[Cairo: Survey Directorate, Middle East], June 1952. 

 

Colour print (Very Good, overall clean and bright, light wear along old folds, some light toning in places, 

some print transference in lower right quadrant), 78 x 103.5 cm (31 x 41 inches). 

 

An extremely rare and highly detailed large-scale military plan of Cairo issued at the most 

tense and exciting time, when powerful undercurrents of Egyptian and Pan-Arab 

nationalism were threatening to overthrow 70 years of British colonial hegemony, in June 

1952, 5 months after the óBlack Fridayô Riots that torched many of the cityôs Western-

owned landmarks, and a month before the 23 July Revolution which toppled the pro-British 

monarchy and led to the rise of Gamal Abdel Nasser, radically altering the course of the 

Middle East; the map printed in Cairo for the British Armyôs Middle East Drawing and 

Reproduction Office, intended for use during a mooted British invasion of the city. 

 

This large and highly detailed map of Cairo was printed for the use of the British Army in June 1952, when 

the city was a hotbed of Anti-Western sentiment, as the Egyptian people sought to free themselves from 

70 years of quasi-colonial British rule.  The city had recently been the scene of the óBlack Saturdayô riots 

that destroyed many of the great Western institutions and in the cityôs downtown, and Cairo would shortly 

be the epicentre of the 23 July Revolution, which would topple the weak puppet regime of King Farouk in 

favour of republican under the ultra-charismatic nationalist Gamal Abdel Nasser.  

  


